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THE « English Reader," and *< The SequcP' t» that 
performance, having met with a favourable reception 
Ixom the public, the compiler has be^n induced to pre- 
pare a small volume, on a similar plan, for the use of 
children who have made but little progress in reading. 
It has been his aim to form a compUation, which would 
{HPoperly conduct the young learner from the Spelling- 
book to the << English Reader" : and in prosecuting 
this design, he has been pailicularly careful to select 
such pieces as are adapted to the understanding, and 
pleasing to the taste of children. 

A work calculated for differeut classei» of young 
readers, should contain- pieces suited in point of lan- 
guage and matter, to their vaiious ages and capacities. 
The compiler, in conformity with this idea, has, in 
several of the chapters, particularly in tlie chapters of 
promiscuous pieces, endeavoured to arrange the mate- 
rials so as to form an easy gradation, adapted to the 
different progress of the learners. Judicious teaclicrs 
will know how to apply this arrangement to the years 
and abilities of theii* pupils. 

Care has been taken to render the language of all 
tlic pieces correct and perspicuous ; ttv^t tb^R, ^^vscw^ 
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IV PREFACJB. 

learner may improve in style as well as in readings and 
insensibly aeqiure a taste for accurate composition. — 
To imbue the tender mind witk the love of virtue aiid 
i^oodness, ia an especial objecl of the present work : 
and, with this \icw, the pieces have been scrupulously 
selected ; and, where necessary, purified from every 
word and sentiment that could offend the most delicate 
mind. 

As a woiAt tending to seascm the minds of children 
with piety and virtue^ and to improve them in readin^^ 
language and sentiment, the compiler hopes it w31 
prove a suitable Introduction to the << English Reader/^ 
and other publications of that nature ; and also a propel 
l^ook for tlMse schooH in which, from their circum- 
scribed plan of education, larger works of the kind 
cannot be admitted*. 
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jThE compiler of this work having, in the preface 
to his << English Reader/' explained at large the pm- 
ciples of elocution, nothing on this head seems to be 
necessary in the present publication, but to give a few 
plain and simple rules, adapted to the younger classes 
of learners ; and to make some observations, calcu- 
lated to rectify the errors winch they are most apt to 
commit. These rules may be comprehended under 
the following heads* They are comprised in few 
words, and a little separated from the observations, 
that those teachers who wish their pupils to commit 
them to memory, may more readily distinguish them 
from the parts which require only an attentive perusal* 

I* AU the simple sounds should be pronounced with 
fulness, distinctness and energy ; particularly the vow- 
els, on the proper utterance of which, the force and 
beauty of pronunciation greatly depend. 

The simple sounds, especially those signified by the 
letters I, r, «, th, and sA, are often very imperfectly 
pronounced by young persons. B and p are apt to be 
confounded: so are d and t, s and ;:), f and v^ The 
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6 RULES, &e* 

letters v and w are often sounded tlie one for tlie other : 
thiiBf wine is pronoimeed vine^ and vinegar, wiuegar. 
The diptlionj; crw is, in some words, vulgarly sonnded 
like er; as foUer, nieller, winder; instead of fdlow, 
mellow, window. When several consonants, jmipcp 
to he .sounded, occur in the beginning or the end of 
words, it is a very common erix)r to omit one of them 
in pronunciation : aF^ in the woi'ds asps, casks, guests, 
breadth^ fifth, twelfth, strength, hearths. Not sound- 
ing the letter A, when it is proper to sound this letter* 
is a great fault in pronunciation, and very diflicult 
wholly to correct 

Wlien children have acquired any impix>pcr habits 
with respect to simple sounds, the best mode of cor- 
rection ig, to make them frequently repeat words and 
sentences, in wliich those sounds occur. — ^IMien the 
simple sounds are tlioroughly understood and acquired, 
tlie various combinations of them into syllables and 
words will be easily effected. 

II. In order to give spirit and propriety to pronun- 
ciation, due attention must be paid to accent, empha- 
sis, and cadence. 

When we distinguish a syllable by a greater stress 
(if the voice, it is called accent. When we thus distin- 
guish any word in a sentence, it is called emphasis. It 
is difficult to give precise rules for placing the accent : 
but the best general direction is, to considt the most 
approved pronouncing dictionaries, and to imitate thb 
practice of the most correct speakers. 
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There are, in cveiy sentence, some word or words, 
•n which the sense of the rest depends ; and these must 
always be distinguished by a fuller and stronger sound 
of voice, whether they arc found in tlie beginning, the 
middle, or the end of the sentence. It is highly im- 
pi\)per to lay an emphasis on words of little impor- 
tance. Words put in opposition to each other arc al- 
ways emphatical : as, << Here I am miserable ; but there 
I shall be tiappyj^ << Children,'^ says Bcattie, <* are 
not often taught to read with proper enipliasis. When 
books are put bcfiM*e them which tliey do not under^ 
stand, it is Impossible they should apply it proiierly. 
Let tliem, tliercfore, read nothing but what is level to 
their capacity. Let them read dclibci-ately, and with 
attention to every word. Let them be set right, not 
only when tliey misapply the emphasis ; but also cau- 
tioned against the opposite extremes of too forcible and 
too feeble an apjdication of it : for, by the former of 
these faults, they become affected in their utterance ; 
and by the latter, insipid." That children may be en- 
abled to apply tlic emphasis with judgment, they shoidd 
carefully study the subject, and ascertain the meaning 
tf every diflScult word and sentence, previous to their 
being called to read to the teacher. 

An emphasis consists in raising the voice, cadence 
signifies the falling of it. Towai'ds the close of a sen- 
tence, the cadence takes jdace, unless the concluding 
words be emphatical. It should always be easy and 

gradual, not abrupt ; and should never be exprosst d 
in a feeble and languid manner. Even the falling of 
ihe voice may be managed with spb'it and variety. 
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IIL As the art of reading greatly depends on 
pniper management uf tlie breath, it should be i 
with econrimy. The voiee ought to be relieved al 
ery HUjp ; shghtly at a ciMum.'u more leisurely at a s 
cohiMy or a coton, and comidetely at a period. 

A due attention to this rule ^ill prevent a bra 
fHiiit anil languid voice, wliitli Ls the usual fault oA 
norant and vulgar ivaders. It will enable the re; 
til prtiHi'i'VC the command of his voice ; to pronoi 
Ihf; long«;8t sentence with as much ease as the sbori 
and to acquire that freedom and energ}% with whii 
IN'rwm of judgment naturally expi*esses his percept! 
cuioiioMH and pasHions^ in common discourse. 

TUii coir'nia marks the shortest pause ; the w 
^olon, a pausi*. double that of tlie comma ; the ec 
(lotdfh; thai of the semicolon ; and the period, doi 
th;it of the, e/ilon. A dash following a stop, sh 
Mi;it th<'. paiiw. is to he giTater than if the stop v 
nhttw ; {iim1 when used by itself, i-equires a paus< 
•itif'ti h Mfrih HH the, Hense alone can determine. A ] 
M^r'Mph rc*f|iiiri'H a jiausc double that which is pre 



lY* Let the tone of voice in reading be the same as 
it would be in speaking on tlie same subject. 

To render this rule proper and effectual^ children 
should be taught to speak slowly, distinctly, aiid with 
due attention to tiie sentiments they express. The 
mode of speaking is then only to be imitated by the 
reader, when it is just and natural. 

y. Endeavour to vary and modulate the voice ac- 
c<H*ding to the nature of tlie subject, whether it be in 
a solemn, a serious, a familiar, a gay, a humorous, or 
an ironical strain. 

It would be higlily improper to read an interesting 
narrative, with an air <^ negligence ; to express warm 
emotions of the heart, with cold indifference : and to 
pronounce a passage of Scripture, on a sublime and 
important subject, with the familiar tone of common 
conversation. On the other hand, it would be absurd 
to read a letter on trivial subjects, in a mournful sti*ain ^ 
(ir a production of gaiety and humour, with grave for- 
mality. 

yi. In reading verse, the same general directions 
must be observed, as have been given for reading 
prose. 

Narrative, didactic, descriptive, and pathetic pieces, 
liave the same peculiar tone and manner, in poetry as 
in pi*ose. A singing note, and making the lines jin- 
gle by laying too great stress on the rhyming woi-ds, 
should be particularly avoided. A very small pause 
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ought to be made at the end of a line, unless the sens^ 
or some of the usual marks of pause, rcquii*e a ooih 
sidcrable one. The great rule for reading verse, as 
well as pi*06e, is to read slowly, distinctly, and in a 
iiatural tone of voice. 



We shall now caution the young I'eadera against- 
some faults which many are apt to commit. In doing 
this, it will unavoidably happen, that a few of the pre- 
ceding observations will, in some degree, be repeated : 
but t])is confirmation of the ndes will, it is preaumedf 
be no disadvantage to the learners. A display of the 
various errors in reading, incident to ebildren, may 
make a greater impression, than directions which &re 
positive, and pmnt only to the piY>prif ty of pronim-' 
eiation. 

i. Avoid too loud, or too low a voice* 

a 

An overstrained voice is very inconvenient to the 
reader, as well as disgusting to the hearer. It ex- 
hausts the reader's spirits ; and prevents the proper 
Bianagement ami modulation of his voice, according 
to the sense of his subject ; and it naturally leads into 
a tone. Too low a voice is not so inconvenient to the 
speaker, as the other extreme ; but it is vci-y disa- 
greeable to the hearer. It is always offensive to an 
audience, to obsei-ve any thing in the reader or speak- 
er, that marks indolence or inattention. When the 
voice is naturally too loud, or too low, young pei'sons. 
should correct it in their ordinai*y conversation : by 



m 

ibis means they will learn to avoid both fhe extremes^ 
in reading. They should begin the sentence with an 
eyen, moderate voiecy which wiU enable them to rise 
iMT fall as the subject requires. 

2. Avoid a thicks confused, cluttering voice. 

It is very disagreeable to hear a person mumble, clip 
or swallow Iiis words ; leaving out aoine syllables in 
the long words, and scarcely ever pitmouncing some 
of the short ones ; but hunting on without any care 
to give his words their full. sound, or his hearers the full 
sense of tliem. This fault is not easily cured. The 
best means of mending it, is, to endeavour, both in con- 
versation and reading, to pronounce cvei*y word in a 
deliberate, clear and distinct manner. 

S. Be careful to read neither too quick nor too slow. 

A precipitant reader leaves no i*oom for pauses ; 
fatigues himself; and lowers the dignity of his sub- 
ject. His hearers lose much of wliat is delivered, 
and must always be dissatisfied with a reader wIk) 
Iiurries and tires them. Children are veiy apt to read 
too fast, and to take pleasure in it, thinking that they 
who pronounce the words with the greatest rapidity, 
arc the best scliolars. The heavy, dronisb, sleepy, 
reader, and who often makes pauses wliere ther«5 
sliould be none, is also very disagreeable. If he hems 
and yawns between the periods, he is still more so. 

4. Study to avoid an irregulai' mode of pronuneia^* 
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It Is a great fault in reading, to raise and fall the 
roiec by fits and staiis ; to elevate and depress it un- 
seasonably, witliout regard to sense or stops ; or al- 
ways to begin a sentence with a high voice, and con- 
clude it with a low one ; or, on the contrary, to begin 
it with a low voice, and conclude with a high one. 
To avoid these errors, the sentence should not be be- 
gun in too high or too low a key ; regard slK)uld be 
had to the nature of the ^ints, and the length of the 
I)eriods : and the reader*s mind should be attentive to 
the subject, sense, and spirit, of his autlior. 

5. Witli the utmost care avoid a flat, duU, uniform 
voice, without emphasis or cadence, or a proper i*egard 
to the sense of what is reading. 

Tliis is a practice to which children who do not 
love leaiTiing, and who are tired with their lessons, 
ai-c very prone. When tliis mode of reading becomes 
habitual, it is painful to the hearer, and very difficult 
to be remedieil. The best means of cui'c ai'c tlK)sc 
prescribed for the preceding error ; for if the mind be 
attentive to the sentiments delivei'cd, the voice will be 
adapted to their nature and imi^rtancc. 

6. Reading with an improper tone, is a great and 
common fault of learners, and must be carefully 
avoided. 

No liabit is more easy to be contracted than this, or 
Iiarder to be overcome. This unnatural tone in I'ead- 
ing is always disgusting to pei'sons of sense and deli- 
cacy. Some have a squeaking tone. Pei'sons whojse 
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T6ices arc shrill and weak, or overstrained, are apt to 
fall into this tone — some' having a singing or canting 
note : othei's assume a highy swelling tone These lay 
too much stress on every sentence, and violate every 
rule of decent pronunciation. — Some affect an awful 
aiid striking tone, attended witli solemn grimace ; as 
if they wished to move the reader with evciy word, 
whether the weight of the subject suppoi'ts tliem, or 
not. — Some have a set, uniform tone of voice, which 
has already been noticed. Others have, a strange, 
whimsical, whining tone, peculiar to tliemselves and 
not easy to be described. They are continually laying 
the emphasis on words which do not requii*e or de- 
serve it. 

To avoid all kinds of unnatural and disagreeable 
tones, we should read with the same ease and freedom 
that would mark our private conversation on the same 
subject. We do not hear persons converse in a tone : 
if we did, we should laugh at them. . *< Do not,'' says 
Dr, Watts, " affect to change that natural and easy 
sound with which you speak, for a strange, new, awk- 
ward tone, as some do, when they begin to read. We 
should almost be persuaded that the speaker and the 
reader were two different persons, if our eyes did not 
tell us the contrary.'* 

We shall close these rules and observations^ by a 
remarii of considerable importance to young persons 
who are desirous of learning to read well. Few rules 
on the subject are intelligible to children, unless illus- 
trated by the voice of a competent instructor. They 
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dKNild^ tiierefive^ poj great attentton to tiie mamwr ii^ 
which tiidr teacher, imd other persoBS of approved*"^ 
skilly pcnrfiNm the bodness of reading. They shooll :1| 
observe th^ mode of pronouneiiig the wwds^j^a^dng-^l 
the empha^ nakii^ the pauses, managing the voi^i^'^] 
and adaptingit to the Tarious sulilects they read^ aai ; 
IB all these respects^ endeayour to imitate thenr m-^ 
nearly as pojftibie. 
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HfTRODUGTION 

TO THE ENGLISH READER. 



PART I. 

PIECES /JV PRO&E. 



CHAPTER L 

SELECT SEJ^'^El^CES MW PMMBMIIS. 

SECTION r. 

To be good is to be happy. 

Vice soon or late brings misery. 

We were not made for ourselves only. 

A good person has a tender concern for the happi- 
ness of others. 

Modesty is one of the chief ornaments of youth. 

Deceit discovers a little mind. 

Cultivate the love of truth. 

No confidence can be placed in those who are in the 
habit of lying. 

Neglect no opportunity of doing good. 

Idl^jUgss is the parent of vice and misery. 

Clti^anli^ss promotes health of body and delicacy 
of mind;* ;^- 

The reanvants of nature arc soon stitisfied. 

A contented mind is an inestimable treasure. 

Deliberate before you promise^ 
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Boast not of the jEetTours yoa bestow* 
' Merit the approbatidn tit t^ wise and good. ^ ' 

It is a gresi idesring to have pious and Yh 
parents.' ; ■■■ . .. , ■ ■ .-;■.■ --vC-^;! 

The most secret acta of .j;oodne8S areimBara^.^' 
proved by the ^^Uniigbty. /• ,^i^ y 

SECTION n. \?.^ 




OuB repiitaticni, virtQe> mid hajqiMnessy grefjQj;^ 
pend on th^ choice oS our eompanions. 

<9fqod tr 'bad habltB^ fermed in jFOHtb, gBnen^^ 
with us through Ufe,^. ... ., ;) ..7/ ;^x,*' 

We should be Idail to aB peMons^ even to fhoie njpjk.; 
are unkind to as. . j^V-U^, 

When we acknowledge o«r misQDndttoty . |^ld #NI^, 
Bprry for it^tg/sam^ good perims wUl g% jM} 
fiogive ipu- • *, . • •. T^.- ; 

Our biMit friends are tbose who teU uai. of mr fiu)||||^ h 
vand teach./ua how to.CQFicctihem. '^-^ 

If tal^ were not listeiied is^ there would: be aa Iri^ * ^ 
bearers. • . . . /-y ■.•.'! 

Tjo take ancere pleasure in the blesSings and exoel- ' 
lencies of others^ is a sure mark of a good heart ^ f^ 

We can never treat a feDow-creature iU, without - 
offending the gracious Creator and Father of alL 

A kind word, nay, even a kind look^ often aSbrds^ ' 
comfort to the afflicted. ^^'^ 

Every desire of the hearty every secret thought^ is ' j 
known to him who made us. ,^'^ 
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SECTION III. 

He that cares only for himself, has but few plea* 
sures ; and those few arc of the lowest order. 

We may escape the censure of others, when we do 
wrong privately ; but we cannot avoid the reproaches 
of our own mind. 

Partiality to self often hides from us our ox^n faults ; 
we see very clearly the same faults in others. 

Never sport with pain and distress in any of your 
amiisements ; nor treat even the meanest insect with 
wanton cruelty. 

Vicious pursuits may yield a few scattered jdeasures j 
but piety and virtue will make our whde life happy. 

Fancy paints pleasures at a distance with beautiful 
colours ; but possession often takes away their beauty. 

We should accustom ourselves to bear small injuries 
patiently; we shall then be better able to support great 
ones. 

When provoked by the follies of others, think of 
your own imperfections ; be patient and humble. 

Without frugality none can be rich ; and with it, 
very few would be poor. 

The good or bad disposition of children often shows 
itself, in their behaviour to servants and inferiors ; it 
is seen even in their ti'eatmcnt to dumb animals. 

They who ridicide the wise and good, are dangerous 
companions ; tlicy bring virtue itself into contempt. 

We cannot be good as God is good, to alJ perscms 
every wliere ; but wc can rejoice, that every where 
there is a God to do them good. 



SECTION IT. 



^ 



. ^HER Ueeted trhh liealtli and pivspfiity, cultiFate ' 
a hiimUe aOdcoOipassiantite di^sitioii : think of ihe 
distresses of hum^ life ; of dte BoUtary cottage, tlie 
dying pumit, «nd tbe weeping orphan. 

Avoid d hftnhncAS in bebaviviir : treat cveiy one 
with that ooortesf wbkli epriiigs Q-om n mild and gea- 
-tle heart v - 

Be slow in fimning infitHate ccmnex^ions : tlicy nWf 
bring dishuwr and niaeiT. 

Almoeit all our desires are ajrt to wander into an im- 
proper ettarae : to £reet them prtqxrly rt'quircs car&; 
but that care will render us safe awl iiappy tlimiig^h life. 

The day9 tiuit «re pasA^are gtwe fur ever ; those that 
<u% to ooee, may not come- to us : the present tioK 
only is ours-^ let us^ therefore! improve it as much aa 
poesiUe, , _ - - . ■ ' . . 

■ They wfe are modende in their expectations meet 
with few diaE^pointments : the engei-and pre»iimpta- 
ous are coitiniiBlly disappfanted. 

Whatever is worth ddng at all* is wovtir doing wdl: 
but it is impodSiUe to do any thing well n ittiuut atten- 
tion. 

Let us net oxpCct too much pleiL'^iirc in this life : no 
situation is eXranpt from trouble. Tlie best p^<senSi; 
-are, no doubt, the hapfftest; but tlicy too iinvc th^ 
trials and afflictions. 
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iSECTION V. 

How greatly do the kind offices of a dutiful and :if- 
fectionate cliild^ gladden the heart of a parent, espe- 
cially when sinking under age or faiiirmities ! 

What better ]»tx)f can we give of wisdom and good- 
ness, than to be content with the station in which ProY- 
idcnce has placed us ? 

An honest man, (as Pope expresses himself) is tlic 
noblest work of God. 

How pleasant it is, when we lie down at night, to 
reflect that we are at peace with all persons ! that we 
have carefuUy performed the duties of the day ! that 
the Almighty beholds and loves us ! 

How readily should "we forgive those who offend us, 
if we considered how much our heavenly Father has 
forgiven us ! 

Wlio would exchange the humble peace which vir* 
tne gives, for all the honours and pleasures of a vain 
world ? 

Pride, (to use the emphatical words of a sacred wri- 
ter) was not made for man. 

How can we spend our time foolishly, when we know 
that we must give an account hereafter, of our thoughts, 
words and actions ? 

How glorious an object is the sun ! but how much 
more glorious is that great and good Being who made 
it for our use ! 

Behold, how rich and beautiful are the works ol na- 
ture ! "What a bountiful provision is made for our 
wants and pleasures ! Sui*ely, the autlior of so many 
blessings is worthy of our love and gratitude * 

e 
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SECTION VL 

Ctbua^ when young, being.asked what was the fifst 
thing which he learned ? answeredr-<^*! To speak the 
truth." 

EpaminondaSy the celebrated Theban general^ was 
remarkable for his love of truth. He never told a lie 
even in jest. 

All our moral duties are contained in theae few 
words : ^f Do as you would be done by.'' 

The following was a favourite sentiment of the wise 
and good Socrates i '< We should eat and drinks in 
oi*der to live ; instead of living, as many do, to eat and 
drink." 

Artaxerxes Mnemon, king of Persia, ^oing, upon 
an extraordinary occasion, reduced to eat barley bread 
and dried figs, and to drink water : <^ What pleasure^? 
said he, <^ have I lost till now, by my delicacies and 
excess !" 

AVhen Cato drew near the close of life, he made 
tills most benevolent declaration to his friends : '< The 
greatest comfort of my old age, is, the pleasing re- 
membrance of tlie friendly officer I have done to others. 
To sec them easy and happy by my means, makes me 
truly so." 

Mark Anthony, when under adverse circumstances, 
made tliis interesting exclamation : " I have lost all, 
except wliat I have given away !" 

The emperor Marcus Aurelius, a pious and good 
man, expressed the benevolence of his heart, in these 
words : ** I cannot relish a happiness wMch no one par- 
Wees of but myself." 



1^ 
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Edward the VI. king of England, being, when Tory 
young, required by his unele to sign a warrant for tlio 
execution of a px)r woman, on account of her religious 
pnnciples, said, with tears in his eyes : << I almost wish 
I had never learned to write.'* 



SECTION VII. 

Pity the sorrows and the sufferings of the poor. 
Disdain not to enter their wretched abodes ; nor to lis- 
ten to their moving lamentations. 

Gratitude is a delightful emotion. The grateful 
heart at once performs its duty, and endears itself to 
others. 

■ If we ought to be grateful for services received from 
our friends, how should our hearts glow with thankful- 
ness to Him, who has given us being, and all the bles- 
sings we enjoy ! 

Young people too often set out in life, with too much 
confidence in themselves. Alas! how little do they 
know the dangers which await them ! 

To repine at the improvement of others, and wish 
to deprive them of the praise they have deserved, is 
an envious and odious disposition. 

We ought not to be proud or J^rain of the advantages 
we possess ; but humbly endeavour to use them for the 
benefit of our fellow creatures, and the glory of that 
great Being from whom we have received them. 

If we considereid how much the comfort or the un- 
easiness of all around us, depends on the state of our 
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own temper^ we should sarely endeavour to render it 
awect and accommodating. 

When we feel our inability to resist evil and to do 
good, what a comfort it is to know that our heaivenlj 
father will, if we humbly apply to him, hear our praj^ 
ers, and graciously assist us ! 

When young persons are afflicted with illnessy hliw 
greatly do they endear themselves to all about theiD» 
by being tractable, considerate, gentle, ^nd grateM ! 
but how painful it is, to see them peevish, self-willed^ 
and unthankful ! How much do the former qualities leih- 
sen the affliction ; and the latter, increase it! 7 

A family where the great Father of the universe i» 
duly reverenced; wh^re parents are honoured and 
obeyed ; vidiere brothers and sisters dwell together ia 
love and harmony ; where peace and order reignj; 
where there is no law imt tibe law (^ kindness and 
wisdom;— js surely a most delightful and interesting 
spectacle. , 



SECTION VIII. 

God is the kindest and best of beings. He is our 
Father. He approves us when we do well ; he pities 
U9 wlien we err : and he desires to make us happy for 
ever. How greatly should we love so good and kind a 
Father ! smd how careful sliould we be to sei*ve and 
please him ! 

Never insult the unfiNtunate, especially when they 
implore relief or assistance. If you cannot grant their 
requests, refuse them mUdly and tenderly. If you feel 
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eompaaikm fiv fhem^ (and what good heart can behold 
distran without feding ounpaflakm 7) be not ashamed 
to ezpinesait* 

liaten to the aflTectionate oounsela of your parents ; 
treasure up tiieir preeepts : respect their riper judg* 
ment ; and enjoy^ with gratitude and delight, the ad- 
Tantagcs resulting from their society ^-^-Bind to your 
liQsoni, by the most endearing ties^ your brothers and 
sisters ; cherish them as your best companions, through 
tihe Tariegated journey ci life ; and suffer no jealousies 
«id contentions to interrupt the harmony, which should 
erer reign amongst you. 

" Tbcy who are acci»faRncd to view their companions 
in file mostfavourable light, are like persons who dweD 
anddst those beautiful scenes of nature, on "vrtiich the 
^e rests with pleasure. Suspicious persons resemble 
tte traveller in the wilderness, who sees no objects 
snrauBdhim^fait what are either dreary or terrible 



SECTION IX- 

Jbs anuable youth lamented, in terms of sineen; 
^tie^ the death of a most affectionate parent- His 
eoqipanioD endeavoured to console him by the reflec- 
tioiif Unit be had always behaved to the deceased,- witb 
duty, tenderness and respect ^ So i thought,^ re- 
lied th0 youth, << whilst my parent was living : biA 
now I recollect, with pain and sorrow, many instances 
jrf disobedienoe and neglect^ for wMcb^ akuM it is^toer 
late iD makfi atonemcnf 



30 IBfTBODVCTIOir, &0. PiSTIi 

Sir Isaac Newton possessed a remarkdilljr mSd lai 
r*vcn temper. This great man, on a particiilar oeoi^ 
i>ion9 was called out of his study to an adjooung aji^ . 
meiit. A little dogf named Diamcmd, the oonstaKtW 
incurious attendant of his master's resenrches, hKfftl^ 
ed to be left aiponi; the papers : and threw dowM 
li^^ited candle, which consumed the almost fimahfidllH -i 
hours of some years. Sir Isaac soon retomedy m 
had the mortification to behold his irreparable, kiy. 
But, with his usual self-jiosscssiony he only exdaime^i 
<<0h Diamond ! Diamond! tliou little knowest the miSp 
chief thou hast done.** 'j 

Queen Caroline having observed that her dangbW^ 
the princess — — — — had made one of the ladies An t 
her stand a long time, whilst she was talking to hev qp 
some trifling subject, was resolved to give her a suitl^ 
ble reprimand. When the piincess came in the evw 
ing, as usual, to read to her, and was drawing a ^hair 
to sit down, the queen said ; << No my dear, you muflt 
YK)t sit at present ; for I intend to make you stand tiiis 
evening, as kmg as you suffered lady ■ to remym 
in the same position.^' 

The benevolent John Howard, having settled his 
accounts at the dose of a particular year, and found a 
balance in his favour, proposed to his wife to make nae 
of it in a journey to Lcmdon, or in any o&er amus^neiit 
she chose. << What a pretty cottage for a poor fiunily 
it would build V was her answer. This charitable 
iiint met his cordial approbation, and the nMmey was 
laid 01^ aocordingly. 

Horace, a eelebrated Roman poet, relates, that ii 
Countryman, who wanted to pass a river, stood loiter- 
i»|^ on te bfiipk of it, ia the fiwlish txpeetatii^ 
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rent so rapid would soon discharge ils waters. But 
stream still flowed, inci'eased, perhaps, by frcsli 
ents from the mountains : and it must forever flow, 
luse tiio sources, from which it is derived, are in« 
austible^^ — ^Thus the idle and irresolute youth trifles 
.^ his books, or wastes in play the precious moments : 
irriug the task of improvement, which at first is 
IT to bo accomplished, but whieli will become more 
more difficult, the longer it is neglected. 



(M) 



CHAPTER n. 



Jf^EMATIVE PIBCE&. 



SECTION L 



THE PIOUS SONS. 



In one of those terrible eruptions of mount JEUuk 
which have often happened, the danger to the inhab- 
itants of the adjacent country was uncommonly greaL 
To avoid immediate destruction from the flames^ and 
melted lava which ran down the sides of the moun- 
tain, the people were obliged to retire to a considerar 
ble distance. Amidst the hurry and confusion of sueh 
a scene, (every one flying and carrying away whatever 
he deemed most precious^) two brothers, the one nam- 
ed Anapias, the other Amphinomus, in flie height c^ 
their solicitude for the preservation 'of their wealth 
and goods, suddenly recdlected that their father and 
mother, both very old, were unable to save themselvea 
by flight. Filial tenderness triumphed over every 
other consideration. "Where,*' cried the generous 
youths, « shall we find a more precious treasure, than 
they are who gave us being, and who have cherished 
and protected us through life ?" Thus having said,- 
the one took up his father on liis shouldeins, and the 
other liis mother, and happily made their way througl^ 
the surrounding smoke and flames. All who were 
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witnesses of this dutiful and affcetionate conduet^ were 
struek with the liighcst admiration 5 and tiiey and 
tlieir posterity, ever after,, called the path whieh these 
good young men took in their retreat, <^ The Field d' 
tlic rious«'' 



SECTION II, 



VUJXXt BEirSIBIUTrw 



A STRONG instance of affectionate and dutifol attach- 
ment to parents, has been related in the preceding sec- 
tion. The following display of filial tenderness is 
scarcely less interesting and extraordinary. 

A young gentleman in one of tlie academies at Paris, 
was remarked for eating nothing but soup and dry 
bread, and drinking only water. The governor of tlie 
institutwn, attributing this singularity to excess of de- 
fVotion, reproved his pupil, and endeavoured to per- 
suade him to alter his resolution. Finding, however, 
that his remonstrances were ineffectual, he sent for Iiira 
again, and observed to him, that such conduct was 
liighly unbecoming, and that it was his duty to conform 
to the rules of the academy. He then endeavoui-ed to. 
learn the reason of his pupil's conduct ; but as the 
youth could not be prevailed upon to impart the secret, 
the governor at last thi*eatened to send him back to his 
family. This menace produced an immediate expla- 
. nation : << Sir,'' said the young man, << in my father's 
house I eat nothing but black bread, and of that very 
fittio: here I have good soup, and excellent wU^ 
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bread ; and tliough I tni^ht, if I clioso it, fare liixinri-' 
ously^ I cannot poi-suadc myself to take any thing efa^ 
when I reflect on the situation in which I have left ny 
father and mother." The governor was giTotly moved 
by this instance of filial sensibility, and could not n^ 
frain from tcara. " Your father," said he, « ha8 bo» 
in the army; has he no pension? "No, replied. the 
youth : << he has long been solicting one ; but^ for wuit 
of money, has been obliged to give up the pursuit : aaA 
rather than contract any debts at Versailles, he has 
chosen a life of wretchedness in the country.*' *« WeD,* 
returned the governor, ** if the fact is as you have rep- 
re^sented it, I promise to procure for your father a pe&r 
sion of five hundred livres a year. And since your v-^ 
friends are in such reduced circumstances, take theA^ 
three louis d'or, for your pocket expenses. I will tiii; 
dcrtake to remit to your father the first half year of 
his pension, in advance." « Ah, sir !" rejAied fhe youtti 
<< as you have the goodness to promise ronutfing a Bdfll 
of money to my father, I entreat you to add these three 
louis d*or to it. As I have here every thing I ean wish 
for, I do «ot need them ; but they would be of great 
use to my father in the nuuntcnanee of hifl other 
children.** 



SECTION in. 

TtlE SECBET OF AI.WAT9 BBlNa SATISPIEO. 

A CERTAIN Italian bishop was remarkable for hi» 
happy and contented disposition. He met with much 
opposition? and encountered muiy difficulties in his 
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joamey tlirough .life : but it \ras observed that he nev- 
er repined at his condition^ or betrayed tlic least dcg^rcc 
of impationce. An intimate friend of hisy who bigldy 
admired the virtue which he thouglit it impossible to 
imitate, one day asked tlie prelate if he could commu- 
nicate the secret of being always satisfied. *< Yes," 
replied tiie good old man, '^ I can teach you my secret, 
and with great facility. It cmisists in nothing more, 
than in making a right use of my eyes/' His friend 
begged him to explain himself. « Most willin^y," re- 
turned the bislM)p. << In whatever state I am, I first of 
all look up to heaven : and reflect tliat my principal 
business here, is to get there. I then hx)k down upon 
the earth, and call to mind that when I am dead, I 
shall occupy but a small space in it. I then lode abroad 
into the worid, and observe what multitudes tliere are, 
who^ in every respect, arc less fortunate than myself 
Thus I learn where true happiness is placed ; where 
all our cares must end ; and how very little reason I 
have to repine, or complain.'^ 



SECTION IV. 



THE TWO BEES. 



On a fine morning in summer, two bees set forward 
in quest of honey; the one wise and temperate, the 
other eai'eless and extravagant. They soon arrived at 
a garden enriched with ai'omatic herbs, the most fra- 
grant flowers, and the most delieious fruits. They re- 
galed themselves with the various dainties tlv«fc ^^y^ 
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sprcad bcForo thrm ; the one loading his thighs at flK 
ten^als with provisions Tor the hive against the distaiit ' 
wint<^r ; the other revelling in sweets, without regal ' 
to any thing but his piTSont gratification At lengd 
they found a wido-niouthed phir.K that hung beneitt ' 
the bough of a peaclNtree, filled with honey ready tea^ 
pei*ed9 and exposed to their taste in the most aUurim^ 
manner. The thoughtless epieui'e, in spite of Ui; 
friend- s remonstrances, plunged headlong into the ▼»». 
sol, resolving to indulge himself in all the pleasoifSlf . 
sensuality. His philosophic companion, on the otkr • 
hand, sipped a little with caution ; but being suspiciott 
of danger, flew off to fruits and flowers ; whcre^ hy^ . 
moderation of his meals, he improved his relish fer He 
true enjoyment of them. In the evening, however, te ' 
called upon his friend, to enquii'e whether he woidd n* 
turn to the hive : but he found him surfeited in sweetB^ 
which he was as unable to leave as to enjoy. CIo^gei_ 
in his wings, enfeebled in his feet, and his whole firan 
totally enervated, he was but just able to bid his friend 
adieu ; and to lament with his latest breath — ^that 
though a taste of pleasure may quicken the relish d 
life, an unrestrained indulgence leads to inevitable de- 
struction. BODSUfiX. 



SECTION V. 

CRUELTY TO INSECTS COXDEMKED. 

A CEUTAix youth indulged himself in the cruel en- 
tertainment of torturing and killing flics. He tore off 
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fheir wings and legs, and then watched with pleasure 
their feeble efforts to escape from him. Sometimes he 
odlected a number of them together, and crushed them 
at once to death ; glorying, like many a celebrated 
hero, in the devastation he committed. His tutor re- 
IQODStratcd with him, in vain, on tliis barbarous con- 
duet. He coidd not persuade him to believe that fiies 
•re capable of pain, and have a right, no less tlian our- 
selves, to life, liberty and cryoyment. The signs of 
jBgony, which, when tormented, they expn^^s, by the 
quick and various contortions of tlicir bodies, he neither 
understood, nor would attend to. 

The tutor Iiad a microscope ; and he desired his pu- 
pil, one day, to examine a most beautiful and surpris- 
ing animal. << Mark," said he, << how it is studded 
£rom head to tail witii black and silver, and its body all 
over beset with the most curious brislles ! The head 
contains the most lively eyes, encircled with silver 
hairs ; and the trunk consists of two parts, wliieli fold 
over each other. The whole bwly is ornamented with 
plumes and decorations, wliicli surpass all tlie luxuiy 
of dress, in the couits of the greatest princes." Pleas- 
ed and astonished with what he saw, the youtli was 
impatient to know the name and pi'opcrties of Uiis won- 
derful animal. It was withdrawn inmi tlie magnifier ; 
and when offered to his naked ey-e, pnivcd to be a poor 
fly, which had been the victim of his wanton cruelty. 

PERCIVAX. 



D 
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SECTION VI. 

SELFISH SORROW REPROTEB. 

One day during the summer yacatioiiy Alexia lui 
propsii*cd liimscir to set out, with a party of his ea» 
panionsy upon a little journey of pleasure. But the fli^ 
lowered, the clouds gathered, and he remained for soBft 
time in anxious susjiense ahout his expedition ; wbid 
was at last prevented by heavy and continued ratal 
The disappointment overpowered . Ills fortitude V^: 
burst into tears; lamented the untimely ehvaigi it 
weather ; and sullenly refused all consolation. " '^ 
In the evening, the clouds were disperaed ; the Ml 
shone with unusual brightness ; and the face of nustik 
seemed to be renewed in vernal beauty. EuphrOiAi; 
conducted Alexis into the fields. Tlie storm of pts^ 
sion in his breast was now stilled ; and the sercn^jr rf 
the air, the music of tlic feathered songsters, the Te^ 
dure of the meadows, and the sweet perfumes whSft 
breathed around, regaled every sense, and filled hll 
mind with delightful emotions. 

Do not you remark, <« said £uphronius, <^the deUgfat- 
ful change which has sud<Ienly taken place in the wbofe 
creation ? Recollect the appearance of the scene befixre 
us yesterday. The gi-ound was then parched with % 
long drought ; the flowers hid their di'ooping heads; 
no fi'agrant odoui'S were perceivetl ; and vegetatks 
seemed to cease. To what cause must we impute tli0 
revival of nature ?" To the rain which fell this morn- 
ing," replied Alexis^ with a modest confusion. He yw 
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struck with tlie selfishness and folly of his conduct ; 
and his own bitter reflections anticipated the reproofs 
of £uplux)nius. pebcival. 



SECTION VII. 

. WE ABE OFTEN DECEIVED BT AFPEABAKCES* 

A YOUTH^ who lived in tlie country, and who had 
not acquired, either by reading or conversation, any 
knowledge of the animals which inhabit foreign rc- 
g^ns, came to Manchester, to see an exhibition of wild 
beasts. The size and figure of the elephant struck 
him with awe ; and he viewed the rhinoceros with as- 
tonishment. But his attention was soon withdrawn 
from the^e animals, and directed to another, of the most 
elegant and beautiful form. He stood contemplatingf 
with silent admiration, the glossy smoothness of his 
hair ; the blackness and regularity of the streaks with 
which he was marked ; the symmetry of his limbs f 
and above all, the jdacid sweetness of his countenance. 
" What is the name of tliis lovely animal,'^ said he to 
the keeper,*' which you have placed near one of the 
ugliest beasts in your eollcction, as if you meant to con- 
trast beauty with deformity ?" ^< Beware, young man,*^ 
replied the intelligent keeper, "of being so easily cap- 
tivated with external appeai*ances. The animal which 
you admire, is called a tiger , and notwithstanding the 
meeknesa of his looks, he is fierce and savage beyond 
description. I can neither terrify him by co]!rection, 
nor tame him by indulgence. But the other beasts 
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which you desiRse^ is in the highest degree ddeikf ifr 
feetionate and useful. For the benefit of msn^ lie tnk 
¥01*808 the sandy deserts of Arabia, where drink «# 
pasture arc seldom to be found ; and will continue afat^ 
or seven days without sustenance, yet still patient of 
labour. His hair is manufactured into clothing ; Ihb. \ 
flesh is deemed wholesome nourishment ; and the m3||L 
of the female is much valued by the Arabs. Hie 
camel, therefore, for such is the name given tirfliii' \ 
animal, is more worthy of your admiration than tha ' 
tiger, notwithstanding the inelegance of his make, aid 
the two hunches upon his back. For mere e^tenMl 
beauty is of little estimation ; and deformity, whett'ttsf 
ftociated with amiable dispositions and useful quattttoBl^ 
does not preclude oui^ respect and approbation." 

FBRCIYiCU 



SECTION VIII. 



TBtB UNGRATSFUIi GITEST. 



Philip, king of Macedon, is celebrated for an aetof 
private justice wliich does great honour io his memo^ 
ry. A certain soldier in tlic Macedonian army, had^ 
in various instances, distinguished himself by exti*aor- 
dinary acts of valour ; and had received many marks 
of Philip's favour and approbation. On a particular 
occasion, tliis soldier embarked on board a vessel^ 
wliich was wrecked by a violent storm ; and he was 
east on shore, ]ielplrss and niikod, with scarcely any 
appearance of life. A Macedonian, whose lands wer# 



GHAT. U. NARRATIVE PIECES. ^i 

contiguous to the sea^ came oppoKunely to be witness 
of his distress ; and, with the most humane and charit- 
able tenderness, flew to the relief of the unhappy stran- 
ger. He bore him to his house, laid Idm in his own 
bedy revived, cherished and eorafoi'ted liim ^ and for 
fi>i"ty days supplied him freely with all the necessaries 
and conveniences which liis languishing condition could 
require. The soldier, thus happily rescued from deaths 
was incessant in the waimest expressions of gratitude 
to his benefactor; assured him of his interest with the 
king ; and of his detennination to obtain for him, from 
the I'oyal bounty, the noble returns which sucli extra- 
m'dinary benevolence had merited. He was at length 
completely recovered ; and was supplied by his kind 
host with money to pursue his journey. After some 
time, the soldier presented himself before the king ; 
he recounted his misfortunes ; ho magnified his ser- 
vices ; and this inhuman wretch, who had l(x>ked with 
an eye of envy on the possessions of tlie man by whom 
his life had been preserved, was so devoid of gratitude, 
and of every humane sentimcnt,Sis to request that the 
king would bestow ujMn him the house and lands, where 
ha had been so tenderly and kindly entertained.-* 
Unhappily, Philip, without examuiation, precipitately 
granted him his infamous request. The soldier then 
returned to his preserver ; and repaid his goodness by 
diiving Mm from his settlement, and taking immediate 
possession of all the fruits of his honest industiy. Tlie 
poor man, stung with such an instance of unpaitdleled 
ingratitude and insensibility', boldly determined,, in- 
stead of submitting to his wi'ongs, to seek relief: ai;d 
in a letter addressed to Philip, represented his own^ 
and the soldier's conduct, in a lively and affecting man- 

d2 
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nor. The kini; was instantly fired with fcidignaliiC: 
Ho ordered that amiile justice simuld be done wittM# 
delay; that the |)n6soRsions slioiild be immediaMijM''' 
stoiH'd to the man whose charitable offices had been thjit:* 
lioi'i'idly iTpaid ; and, to show his ablKxrenee df flft 
deed^ he eaiised t!)e soldier to be seized* andl to bMi[_ 
tftose words branded on his forehead-^ The UngHMC' \ 

ful Guest." GOUBSMintc^^ ' 



SECTION IX. 



irOBLE BEHAVIOim ov Bcmo. .'I 



-i 



Bcino the younger, at twenty-four years of age* 
apx>oint"d by the Roman Republic to the oommand il 
tlie army ag'dnst the Spaniards. Soon after the co» 
quest ol' Cailhage, the capital of the eminrey his intc^ 
rity and virtue were put to the following exemi^ary atfl 
ever memorable trial, related by historians, aneierii 
and modem, with universal applause. Being retirod 
into his camp, some of his officers brou^t him a youq^. 
Tire^in, of such exquisite beauty, that she dl^w uporf^ 
her the eyes and admiration of every body. Tlie ywa$ 
conqueror started from his seat with confusion and suv* 
prise ; and seeme-d to be robbed (^ that presence of mind 
and self-possession, so necessary in a general, and 
for which ^ipio was very remarkable. In a few mo^ 
ments, having recovered himself, he enquii*ed of the 
beautiful captive, in a most civil and pcdite manBer^- 
fonceming Jier e^untryt birth, and connexions ; a^d 
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finding that she was betrothed to a Ccltibci-ian prince 

named Alliieiusy lie oi'dered both him aiMl the CH]itive*8 

^ parents to be sent for. When the Spanish prince ap- 

. yearcd in his presence, Scipio took him aside ; and to 

remove tlie anxiety he might feel on account oT the 

young lady, addressed him in these words : *< Y<iti and 

I are young, wliieii admits of my speaking to you with 

fircedom. They wIk) brought me your futiire spouse, 

) assured me at tlie same time, tliat 3*00 loved her with 

' extreme tenderness , and licr beauty and merit left me 

no itx)m to doubt it. Upon which, I reflected, that if 

I wei^ in your situation, I siHiuld hoiw to meet with 

faTour : I therefore think myself happy in the present 

' eonjuncture, to do you a senice. Though the foHune 

of war has made me your master, I d<»sire to be your 

friend. Here is your wife : take lier, and may you 

be happy ! You may rest assured, tliat she has been 

amongst us, as she would have been in tlie house of her 

father and mother. Far be it fix>m Scipio to purchase 

any xdeasure at the expense of virtue,, honour^ and 

the hapi)iness of an Iionest man ! No ; I have ke^it 

her for you, in order to make you a present wortliy of 

jou and of me. The only gratitude I require of you^ 

far this inestimable gift» is, that yon will be a friend 

to the Roman people.^ Allucios's heart was too full t# 

make him any answer; but, throwing himself at the 

general's feet, he wept aloud : the captive l^dy fell 

down in the same pooture, and remained so till the 

aged &ther^ overwhelmed with transports ci joy, burst 

into the following wt)rds : << O excellent Scipio ! Heaven 

has given thee more than human vu*tue, O glorunis 

leader ! O wonderous youth ! what pleasure could equal 

that which must now fill tliy hearty on heariiig the 
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praycra of thifi )>;rateful rirgiB, fiir thy hcaitt mi pti^ 
|N-i'ity r** Such was Scipio : a anidiery a joiiCh»a 
then ! nor was \m virtue unrewardeiL AflueiaBy) 
eri with such ina|i^aiiiinity» liberalitj and 
rrtiimod to hu own country-, and puUiahcdy «■ 
casioiM, the praises of bi^i i^nerous and lian 
cryinji; outy ^tliat there was come into Spain a 
heiviy who conquered all thin^ less by the ftveeaf liff; 
aniiN, than by the charms of his >irtiie» and the 
nvHH of liis beneficence." 






SECTION X. 



VIRTUE IX HUMBUa XIFE. 



nimrfr 

.4' 
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In the preceding section, we have seen an illosfaiMi 
inNtuiice, of virtue in a person of exalted rank. TV/t 
Hictirm exhibits an equally striking exam]de of U|iriiglit^ 
niMM in hfimhle. life. Virtue and goodness areconfi]ia|: l 
b# no HlHticin : and wherever tliey arc discovered^ tlNf^ ' 
^^HurnHnrl r«'HlM'.et. 

VtvvUh th» amiable subject of this narrative* kflt 
holli bin pai'enfi4 before he could articulate their nam«!% 
iirMl wan obliK<*<i tfi a eliarity-school for his educatioiu' 
At thir H^«' of fifteen he was hired by a farmer to be a; 
iifii'libenff in a neiiJi^hlNHirhoml where Lucetta kept her 
tnUtiv'n Hheep. They often met, and were fond of bcs 
Iti^ Uifg;t'ihvr» AHer an acquaintance of five years^ in 
wlii/'h (bey hail many opportunities of becoming tho- 
rimichly ktMiwn tf> eneJi other, Pcrrin proposed to Lu- , 
«eii|i (9 0k bierMbiu^B oonaent to their marriage ; 0^9 
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led^ and did not refuse her approbation* As sho 
uf en*and to the town next day, the opiiortmuty of 
ibsence was chosen for makings tlie proposal. ^* You 

to marry my daughter, said the oht man : << have 
a house to cover her, or money to maintaiu her ? 
itta's fortune is not enough for both. It will not 
^eiTin ; it wUl not do." « But,** implied Pcrrin, " I 

hands to work; I have laid up twenty ci-owns of 
vages, which will defray the expense of the wed- 
: 1 will work harder and lay up more.*' ** WeU,*^ 
the old man, << you aro young, and may wait a lit- 
get rich, and my daughter is at your service.** Per^ 
raited for Lucetta's i-etuming in the evening. ^ Has 
ather given you a rcftisal?** cried Lucetta. « Ahj 
tta,** replied Perrin, " how unhappy am I for be- 
K)or ! But I have not lost all hopes : my eiit^um- 
;es may change for the better.** As they were 
r tired of conversing together, the night approach- 
ind it became dark. Perrin, making a false step, 
n tiie gnound. He foimd a bag whieh wtis hea^y.' 
mng towards a light in the neighbourhoMt, he dis- 
red that it was fill^'d with gold. <^ I thank heaven,** 

Perrin, in a ti*ansportof joy, « for being favourable 
ir ^%ishes• Tliis will satisfy your father and make 
ippy." In their way to her father's house^ a thought 
ik Pemn. «* This money is n<it ours : it belongs 
me stranger ; and perhaps thia moment he is hir 
ing the loss of it : let us go to the vicar fer advice : 
as always been kind to me." Peiria put the ba^ 
the vicar's haml, sayhig, «• that at first he looked* 
i as a providential present to remove the only ob» 
e to their marriage; but that be now doubted 
lier he could, lawful^ retain it Tk^ vicar eyed 



the young couple with attention : be admired iUf' 
honesty, wliich appeared even to suipaaa their 
** Peri'iD," said lie, ^* elieiish these sentiments : 
^iil bless you. Wc will endeavour to And oiit.|li|r- 
owner: he will I'cwai'd thy honesty. I will addfiApf: 
I can spare. You shall have Lucetta**' Thi^ bgg «p|f 
advertised in the ncwspapei*S9 and cried in the ne^|^. 
bouiing parishes. Some time having elapsed^ &n4tt||t' 
money not liaving been demanded^ the viear emnipi^ 
to Perrin. << These twelve thousand livres beair^ 
pi*csent no profit : you may reap the interest at learib;, 
Lay them out in such a manner, as to ensure the am' 
itself to the owner, if he should ever appear.** A ftunik: ; 
was purchased, and tlie consent «if Lueetta's fkther.ffjf^ 
the marriage was obtained. Perrin was em^oyed Ji!'' 
Jiusbandiy, and Lucetta in family affairs. They liva); 
■in perfect cordiality ; and two children endeared tbim.'v 
still more to each other. . .v 

Perrin one evening, returning homeward tiroai V^ 
work, saw a chaise overturned, with two gentfemen A 
it. He ran to their assistance, and offered them eveif ; 
accommodation his small bouse could afibrd. « Thifti 
spot,'* ofied one of the gentlemen, « is very fatal to me.. 
Ten years ago, I lost here twelve thousand livrea.* 
Perrin listened with attention.'* What search made 
you for them 2" said he. " It was not in my power,** 
replied the stranger, « to make any search. I was 
hurrying to Port TOrient to embark for the Indies, as 
the vessel was ready to sail." Next morning, Penin 
showed to his guests, his house, his garden, his catttet 
and mentioned the produce of his fields.** " All theaa 
arc your property,** said he, addressing the gentleman - 
who had lost the bag ** the money fell into my hands $ 



CHAP. II. NAHRXTIYE FTRCRS. Vt 

I purchased this fai*ni witli it ; thr farm is yours. The 
Ticai* has an instrument wJiich sccun^s your pmiierty, 
though I had died without secin/:^ you. The strcmger 
read tfie instniment with emotion : he looked on Per- 
rin, Lueetta and the chihlren. *• Whei-c am I,** cried 
he, <*and what do I hear? WJiat viilue in people of so 
low a condition ! Have you any otiicr land but this 
farm ? <• No," replied Ferrin ; *• but you will have (X5- 
casion for. a tenant, and I liope you will allow nie to re- 
main here." « Yciur'honesty desei*ves a better recom- 
pense," answered tJie stranger. *< My success in trade 
has been great, and 1 have forgotten my loss. Yon 
are well entitled to this little foilune : keep it as your 
own. What man in the world could have acted nobler 
than you have done ?" Perrin and Lueetta shed tears 
of affection and joy. " My dear childivn," said Perrin, 
^ kiss the hand of your benefactor. — Lueetta, this farm 
now belongs to us, and wc can enjoy it without anxiety 
or remorse." Thus was honesty rewaixlcd. Let tliose 
■who desire the reward practise the viitue. 

DODD. 



SECTION XL 



THE TEMALE CHOICE. 



A YOUNG girl, having fatigued herself one hot day 
with running about the gai*den, sat down in a pleasant 
arbour, where she pi*esently fell asleep. During her 
slumber, two female figures pi*esented themselves be- 
fore her. One was loosely habited in a tiiin robe of pink 
with light green trimmings. Her sash of silver gauze 
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flowed to the iEpround. Her fair hair fell in ria^ 
down Iter neck ; and her head-dress oonsifltod ol ta(t 
ficial flftwersy iuterwoven with feathers. She MdJa 
one hand a ball-ticket^ and in the other a fiuiej dni 
all covered with spangles and knots of gay ribmri. Ae 
advanced smiling to the girU and with a fianiliar^ 
thus addressed her: •»-' 

<< My dearest Melissa* I am a kind geniusy who htfi 
watched you from your birth, and have joyfiiily behdi 
all your beauties expand, till at lengtli they havenft^ 
deiM^d you a companion wortljy of me. See what I hsii 
bix)U][^ht you. This dress and this ticket will give jii i 
free access to all the ravishing delights of my jwlatfif \ 
>Vitli mc you will pass your days in a perpetual iwd ■ 
of ever-varying amusements. Like tlie gay btittcn^/ 
you will have no other business than to flutter. fkW 
flower to flower, and sjiread your eliarms . before ad* 
mirinf^ spectators. No restraints, no toils, no dull tasks 
are to be found within my happy domains. All is plea* 
sure, life and good humour. Come then, my degpj 
let me put you on this dress, which will make yoa quits ; 
enchanting ; and away, away, witli me ! • . 

Melissa felt a stix)ng inclination to comply with the , 
call of this inviting nymph; but jQi*st she thought it 
would be prudent at least to ask her name. 
*^ My name,-' said she, " is Dissipation.'^ 
The other female then advanced. She -was clothed 
in a close liabit of brown stuff, simply relieved with 
wliitc. She wore her smooth hair under a plain cap. 
her whole person was perfectly neat and clean. Her 
look was serious, but satisfied ; and her ail' was staid * 
and composed. She held in one hand a distaff; on 
the opposite arm hung a work-basket ; and the girdle , . 
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JTound her waist was garnished with scissnrsy knitting- 
needles, reels, and otiier implements of female labour. 
A buneh of keys hung at her side. She thus aecosted 
the sleeping girl : 

• << Melissa, I am the genius who liBXC ever been tlie 
fnead and companion of your mother ; and I now offer 
you my protection. I have no allurements to tempt 
you like tliose of my gay rival. Instead of spending 
all your time in amuse^nentRy if you enter yourself of 
my train, you must rise early, and pass the long day 
in a variety of employments, some of them difficult, 
some laborious, and all requiring exertion of body or 
of mind. You must dress plainly ; live mostly at 
home ; and aim at being useful rather than shining. 
But ia return, I will insure you content, even spirits, 
self-approbation, and tlie esteem of all who tiioi-oughly 
know you. If these offers appear to your young mind 
less inviting than those of my rival, be assured, how- 
ever, that tliey are more real. She has promised much 
more than she can ever make good. rei*pctual plea- 
sures are no more in the jiower of Dissipation, than of 
Vice or Folly to bestow. Her delights quickly pall, 
and are inevitably succeeded by languor and disgust. 
She apjtears to you omler a disguise^ and what you see 
is not her real face. For myself, I shall never seem 
to you less amiable than I now do ; but, on the con- 
trary, you will like me better and better. If I look 
grave to you now, you will see me cheerful at my 
work ; and when work is over, I can enjoy every in- 
noceirt amusement. But I have said enough. It is 
tune for you to choose whom you will follow, and upon 
that choice all your happiness depends. If you would 
know nqr name^ it is hoijs£wii£by.^' 

E 
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Melissa heard her vnth more attention than del'^; 
and tliough overawed by her manner, she could Mt 
help turning again to take another look at the fifgt 
speaker. She beheld lier still offering her {iraseata 
with so bewitching an air, that she felt it searceij pos- 
sible to resL^ ; when, by a lucky accident, the nuak 
Willi wliich Dissipation's face was so aiif uUy covcnd^ 
fell off. As soon as Melissa beheld, instead €f Oe : 
smiling features of youth and cheerfulness, a coaiit&- i 
nance wan and ghastly with sickness, and soured iff ] 
fretfulness, she turned away with horror, and gave. her , 
hand unreluctantly to her sober and sincere compaiuak 



SECTION XII. 

TUB KOBI.E BASKET-MAKER. 

The Grcrmans of rank and fortune were fiumerly 
markable for the custom of having their sons instruct- 
ed in ^me mechanical business, by which they nui^ 
be habituated to a spirit of industry ; secured from the 
miseries of idleness ; and qualified, in case of neces- 
sity, to support themselves and their families. A 
sticking proof of the utility of this custom, occurs in 
the following narrative : A young German noblemani 
of great merit and talents, paid his addresses to an ae- 
complisjied young lady of the Palatinate, and apfdied 
tr) her father for his consent to marry her. The oU 
nobleman, amongst other observations, asked him^hoiw 
he expected ^ maintain his daughter?'' Theyoiui^ 
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ri5 surpiised at such a qncstiony observed, ^^that liis 
sessions were known to be ainple» and as secure aft 
honours of his family.'* " All this is very true," rc- 
;d the father : <' but you well know that our conn- 
has suffered much from wars and devastation ; and 
t new events of this nature may sweep away al> 
ir estate, and render you destitute. To keep you no 
;er in suspense, (contim»ed the father, with great 
iteness and affection,) I have seriously resolved nev- 
tn marry my daughter to any person, who, whatever 
y be his honours or property, does not possess some 
chanical art, by which he may be able to support 
•, in case of unforeseen events.*' The young noble- 
n, deeply afieeted with this determination, was silent 

a few minutes ; when recovering himself, he de- 
red, << that he believed his happiness so much de- 
ided on the proposed union, that no difficulty or sub- 
isions, consistent with his honour, should prevent 
1 from endeavouring to accomplish it.'* He begged 
(now whether he might be allowed six months to ac- 
re the knowledge of some m»iual art« The father, 
ased' with the young man*s resolution and affection 
his daughter, consented to the projiosal, and pledg- 
his honour that the mariiage should take place, if, 
the expirationiof the time limited, he should succeed 
[lis undei-taking. 

Animated by the tenderest regard, and by a high 
.sc of the happiness he hoped to enjoy, he went im- 
diately into Flanders, engaged himself to a white 
g basket-maker, and applied every power of inge- 
ty and industry to become skilled in the business. 

soon obtained a complete knowledge of the art ; 
1, before the expiratixm of the time proposed^ Ire- 
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turned^ and brought with hiiii» as spedmeiiaaf hi8-fll4 'i 
several baskets adapted to fruity flowers and neeOfri 
work. These were presented to the youi^ ladyr tni -i 
universally admired for the delicaey imd perfectiott rf '-■ 
the woi4imansbip. Nothing now remained to prewHt 
the aceomplisiiment of tiie noble youth's wishes^ anl . 
the mai-riage was sdlemnizcd to flie aatisfiBetioii of dl 
parties. 

Tlie young couple lived several years in afflkienee^ . 
and seemed, by their virtues and moderatioii, to hove .> 
secured the &vours of fortune. Bat the rayftges rf 
war, at length, extended themselveB to flie rulwliwlii , ~ 
Both the families were driven from tiieir oountry^tfi^ ;j 
their estates forfeited. And now opens a BMSt in 
esting scene. The young nobleman OQauneaeed ll|| 
ti*ade g( basket-making ; and, by his superior dUH il^^ 
the art, boob commanded extensive business, lit;-: ] 
many years, he liberally supported, not only UvMA.^.^ 
family, but also that of the good old noidenaBy: fefr \ 
&ther-in-law ; and enjoyed the high satisfaction of Mi; ' 
tributing,by his own industry, to the happiness 4)fiiQ||i^^<^ 
nexions doubly endeared to him by their nuyrfortonesi''^^ 
and who otherwise would have sunk into the nHseriBl;- 
of neglect and indigence^ sharpened by tiie vemenl^ 
brance of better day^. 
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CHAPTER III, 



DIDACTIC PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

TEin)£RN£9S TO MOTHEBS. 

ARK tliat parent hen, said a father to a beloved 
. With what anxious care does she call together 

offspring, and cover them witli her expanded 
igs ! The kite is hovering in the air, and, disap- 
ated of his prey, may perhaps dart for\^'ard upon 
hen herself, and bear her off in his talons. 
3oes not this sight suggest to you the tenderness and 
iction of your mother ? Her watchful care potected 

in the helpless period of infancy, when she nour- 
?d you -^ith her milk, taught your limbs to move, 
[ your tongue to lisp its unformed accents. In your 
!dhood, she mourned over your little griefe ; rejoiced 
our innocent delights ; administered to you the heal- 
balm in sickness ; and instilled into your mind the 
5 of truth, of virtue, and of wisdom. Oh ! cherish 
ry sentiment of respect for such a mother. She 
its your warmest gratitude, esteem and veneration. 

PERCITjUi* 
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SECTION II. ^t 

IXCfiATITUDE TO OUR SUPREME BENEf ACTGBf ll 

HIGHLY C0I.PABUI. 



Artaranes was distinguished with peculiar &vaiir 
by a wise, iwwcrful, and g(K)d [Mincc. A magnifleot 
pahicc, siii'i'oiinded with a deligiitfiil garden, was pn- 
vidcd for his residence. He partook of all the hkxift-'^ 
ri('s of his sorerelgn's table» was invested with ezM-. 
sive authority; and admitted to thelionourof afreellk 
tei*eoiirsc with his gracious master. But ArtahaMi , 
was insensible of the advantages which be eigojcif 
his heart glowed not witli gratitude and rtepeett hi ; 
avoided the society of his benefactor, and abiued U^.i^ 
houixty. <^ I detest such a character/' said Alexifl^ vifii : 
generous indignation ! — ^^ It is your own j^ctmre "wMtik ' 
I have drawn/' replied Euphronius. '^ThegreatSfh j^ 
tentite of heaven and earth has placed you in a "worit ; 
which displays the highest beauty, order, and magnifl- ; 
cence ; and which abounds with every means of oat 
veniencc, enjoyment and happiness; He has fiimidiel 
you with such powers of body and mind, as give joi^, 
dominion over the fishes of the sea, the fowls of tbit 
air, and the beasts of the field. He has invited yoa 
to hold communion with him, and to exalt your own 
nature, by the love and imitation of his divine perfee^ 
tions. Tet have your eyes wandered, willi bmtal gaaojr' 
over the fair creation, unconscious of the mighty han^. 
from which it sprung. Ton have rioted in the proAii: - 
sion of nature, without suitable emotions of gratitude 
to the sovereign Dispeisser rf all good^ and ym haW 
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too often slighted the ^orioiis converse^ and forgotten 
the presence of that Omnipoteut Being, wlio tAh all 
space^ and exists through all eternity.*' pbrcival. 



SECTION III. 

ON FILIAL PIETY. 

Fbom the creatiii*es of God let man learn wLsdoni« 
and ap^y to himself the instruction they give. Uo 1o 
the deserty my son ; observe the young stork of the 
urildemess ; let him speak to thy lieart. He bears on 
his wings his aged sire ; he lodges him in safety, and 
supplies him with food. 

The piety of a eliild is sweeter than the incense of 
Persia offered to the sun; yea, more delicious than 
odours wafted from a field of Arabian spices, by the 
western g^es. 

Be grateful to thy father for he gave thee life, and to 
ihy mother, for she sustained tliee. Hear the words of 
their mouth, for they are spoken for thy good ; give 
ear to their admonition, for it proceeds fi'om love. 

Thy father has watched for thy welfare, lie has toil- 
ed for thy ease : do honour^ therefoi*e to his age, and 
let not his gray hairs be treated with irreverence. 
Forget not thy helpless infancy, nor the frowardness of 
thy youth ; and bear with the infirmities of thy aged 
fwrents : as9ist and support them in the decline of life. 
So shall their hoary heads go down to the grave in 
peace; and thy own children in reverence of thy ex- 
ample^ shall repay thy piety with filial love. 

SGWOMY OP HUliAN XiXEB. 



.'>0 umuxDvcnoNf &€• pijsrx. 



SECTION IV. 

LOVE BETWEEN BROTHERS AJW 8ISTKB9- 

You arc the children of one father, provided fiir by 
his care ; and the breast of one mother gave you suofc. 
Let the bonds of affection, therefoi*e9 unite thee withUqr.'-' ' 
hn)tliei*s and sisters, that peace and bappiness vavf*<- 
dwell in thy father's house. .-\-V? ■ 



t. 



And, when you are sepai*ated in the world, 
her the relation that binds you to love and unity ; aniv 
])rcfer not a stranger befoi^e thy own blood. If tfcf ^ 
bi'other is in adversity, assist him; if thy sister is iB4^ 
tmuble, forsake her not. So shall the fortunes of tqp^ j 
father contribute to the StipiK)!! of his whole race ; vaUi * 
his care be continued to you all, in your love to eadri£*l 
other. ECONOMY of humar^ ixra,;;^- i, 



t "-« . 



SECTION V. - ;; 



BENEVOLENCE. 

A 

When thou eonsiderest thy w ants, when thou be- 
' boldest thy imperfections, acknowledge his goodness, 
O son of humanity ! who honoured thee with reason ; 
endued thee with speech ; and ]?laced thee in society, 
to receive and confer reciprocal helps and mutual obli- 
gations ? . Thy food, thy clothing, thy convenience of 
habitation ; tiiy protection from the injuries, thy en^ 
joymeai of :ll» ^eoii^^ andJthe pleasures of life : all 
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e {hou owcst to the aRsistancc of others, and couldst 
enjoy but in the bands of society, it is thy duty, 
cfore, to be a friend to mankind, as it is thy in- 
st that man should be friendly to thee, 
^joice in tlic happiness and prosperity of thy neigh- 
*. Open not thy ear to slander ; the faults and the 
Hga of men give pain to a benevolent heart. De« 
to do good, and search out occasions to do it ; in 
oTing tlie oppi*c88ion of another^ tlie virtuous mini 
^ves itseUl 

hut not thine etr against flie criesof the poor; nor 
len thy heart against the eidamities of the hmooeirt. 
SB Hie fJEitherless call upon thee, wbea the widow's 
Pt is sunk, and she impkxres ttxy assistanee wMh 
s of sarrow ; pity tlieir afflictkmy and extend thy 
i to tfaose who have none to fadp thcni. When 
L seest the maked wanderer of the street, flhivering 
1 tMf and destitute of habitation, let bounty open 
heart ; let the wings of charity shdtnr him from 
th, fliat thy own soul may five. Whilst the posr 
I groans on the bed of sickness; whilst the nnfiir- 
ite lai^uislies in the horrors of a dungeon ; or the 
ry head of age lifts up a feeble eye to thee for pity) 
' eanst thou riot in superfluous enjoyments, regard- 
of their wants, unfeeling for their woes ? 

ECOIHNUIT Of HVMAir tSBE^ 
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SECTION VL 

SPECULATIOSr ANO PBACTICE. 

A CERTAIN astronomer was contemplating the mam 
through his telescope^ and tracing tlie extent of liiv^ 
seas, the height of her mountains, and the nnmberijf ■; 
habitable territories -which she contains. «« Let hli 1 
spy what he pleases," said a clown to his compamoi; 
"he is not nearer the moon than wo are,** •= 

Shall the same observation be made of you, Akaati i 
Do you surpass others in learning, and yet in gooAriiBflli 
remain on a level with the uninstructed vulgar? Bftte 
you so long gazed at the temple of virtue, withoutai^ 
vancing one step towards it ? Are you smitten UnA 
moral beauty, yet regardless of its attainment? Art 
you a philosopher in theory, but a novice in pnfr- . 
tice ? The partiality of a father inclines me to hspi^ ^ 
that the reverse is true. I flatter myself, that by bsr- j 
ing learned to think, you will be qualified to aet; iift ''' 
that the rectitude of your conduct will be adequate to. 
your improvement in knowledge* May that wisdom 
wJiich is justified in her works be your guide through 
life ! And may you enjoy all the felicity which flows 
ttom a cultivated understanding, pious and well regu- 
lated affections, and extensive benevolence ! In these 
consists that sovereign good, which ancient sages 
much cxtd ; which reason reeommends, religion au 
thorizes, and God approves. pebcivax. 
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SECTION ML 

BESFECT A9fD AFVFXTIOX DUE FROM rmi.S T« 

TUEIK TUTOKH. 

QuiNCTiLi.\N saysy that he has included almost a]l 
the duty of scliolui's in this one piece of advice which 
he gives them-— 'to love those who instruct them, as 
they love the sciences wliich they .study ; and to look 
upon them as fathers, from whom they derive not the 
life of the body, but that instruction which is in a man- 
ner the life of the soul. This sentiment of affection 
and respect disjxises them to apply diligently during 
flic time of their studies ; and pi^eseiTcs in tlicir minds, 
during the i*emainder of life, a tender gratitude to- 
Vards their instructors. It seems to include a great 
part of what is to be expected fi'om them. 

Docility^ which consists in readily receiving instruc- 
tionSy and reducing them to practice^ is pn)perly the 
yirtue o£ scholars, as that of masters is to teach well. 

• 

As it is not sufficient for a labourer to sow the seed, 
unless the earth, sifter having opened its bosom to re- 
ceive it, warms and moistens it ; so the whole fruit of 
instruction depends upon a good cori'csix)ndenec be- 
tween mastei*s and scholai*s. 

Gratitude towards those who have faithfully labour- 
ed in our education, is an essential viilue, and the 
mark of a good hcaii:. << Of those who Iiave been care- 
fully instructed, who is there,*' says Cicero, ^< tliat is not 
delighted with, the sight, and even the remembrance of 
his pi-eceptors, and the veiy place where he was edu- 
cated 7" Seneca exlioiis young men to preserve always 
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a pjrrat resppct for {'new niiisit^rs, to whose care Uicj 
are iimIcI.ix •:! ^-r li:c aini*iiduii. nt of their fiailts, ani 
for Ji;:vin,e; nuoihrd stntiinoiils of lionour and pi'obi^i j 
Tliolv xteif-osM <md sjvirit} sometimes displease atsi 
ai^? 1 ;. ...» v;e an* u.tt \n a c:>]i(iition to judge of the eb- 
lis;''] us ^v« r\vo. t''! m ^ but when years have ripened. "j 
our ■ >*•).•. stiiuUii'j?; and jndi^ient, wc disceiii tliata^ 
in"riiui*»\s, reprimands, and a severe exactness in lift' 
strianhi.;; tiie passions of an imprudent and ineoniil^ 
eral" ago, far from justifying dislike, demand OHrf^ J 
teem kuul love. Marcus AuiTlius, one of the watf/t 
and most illustrious empei-ors that Rome ever ha^ 
thanked heaven for two things especially — ^fop haybf ij^ 
had excellent tutoi*s himself; and for having found iftl 1|^ 
like blessuig for Ids children. iioixix. L 



SECTION VIII. 

GOD 19 THB GHKATEST, THB WISEST ASl^ TBB . 

BBST or BEINGS. 

There is but one Ghxl, the autlior, the creator^ the 
governor of the world ; almighty, eternal, and incom* 
l)rchensible. The sun is not God, tliough his noblest 
image- He enlightens the world witli his brightness ; 
his warm til gives life to the pi-oducts rf the earth. 
Admii*e hun as the creature, the instrument of Grod j 
but worsliip him not. To tlie One who is supreme, mest 
wise, and beneficent, and to him alone, belong worships 
adoration, thanksgiving and praise. He has stretched 
forth the heavens with his hand ; he has described witb 



i 
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ger the eoui'sc of Uie stai*K« He sets bounds to 
Mm, that it cannot pass ; and says to the stnrniy 
« Be still." He shtdces tiie cailh^ and the na- 
rcmble ; he darts his lightnings, and the wicked 
mayed^ He calls forth worlds hy the word of his 
: he smites with his arm, and they sink into 
V....4), rcvei*ence tlic majesty of the Omnipotent ! 
mpt not his angcri lest tliou be destix)yed ! 
providence of God is over all his WTH'ks ; he 
tnd directs with infinite wisdom* Ue has insti- 
aws for tlie goveniment of the world ; and lias 
rfully adapted them to the nature of all brings, 
dcjiths of his mind he revolves all knowlei:,:rt! ; 
crets of futurity lie ojun before him. Tiic 
its of thy heart arc naked to his view^ lie knoMS 
terminations before they are made. W'ondrrrul 
n all his ways ; his councils ai*e unsearehal.le ; 
.nner of his knowledge surpasses thy conceptif >u. 
ereforc to his wisdom all h<mour and veneration ; 
»w thyself in humble aiid submissive obedience 
supreme diiTction, 

J Lord is gracious and beneficent ; he created the 
in mercy and love. His goodness is conspicuous 
liis w^orks ; he is the fountain of excellence, the 
of perfection. Tlie creatures of Jiis hand di^claixj 
xlness; and all their enjoyments speak his praise, 
ithes them wiili beauty : he suppoiis them with 
he preserves them fronf^gcneraticm to generation, 
lift up our eyes to the heavens, his glory shines 
if we cast them down upon the earth, it is full 
goodness. The hills and the valleys rejoice and 
fields, rivers, and woods, resound his praise, 
tee, man ! he has distinguished mt\\ ^\i,>iX\ax 

F 
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favour ; and exalted thy station above all the creatlireft 
Ho has endowed tlu'c with reason, to maintAiii tiiy ds^ 
minion ; he has furnished thee witli language^ to iflP 
pi*iAe by society ; and exalted tiiy mind with the powen 
of meditation, to contemplate and adore his inimitaUft 
perftTtions. And in the laws he has ordained as tfaft 
rule of thy life, so kindly has he suited thy duty to thy . 
nature, that obedience to his precepts is happiness t» 
thyself. — praise Iiis goodness with songs of tiumb- 
giving, and meditate in silence on the wonders of Lis 
lo\ e. Let thy heart overflow with gratitude and ac- 
knowledgment 9 let the language of thy lips be praisD 
and adoration ; let the actions of thy liie show thy love 
to his law. 

The Loi*d is .just and righteous, and will judge tin 
TaiUi with equity and truth. Has he established \A 
laws in goodness and mercy ? and sliall he not punish 
the transgresso]*s of them ? O tliink not, bold man ! 
because tliy punishment is delaye<], that tlie armof flie 
Jjord is weakened ; nor flatter tliysclf witii hopes that 
he winks at thy evil doings. His eye pierces into the 
s(»crets of every heart, and he remembers them forever. 
He respects not the jiersons or the stations of men."- 
The high und the low, the rich and the poor, the wise 
imd Ihe ignorant^ when the soul has shaken off the 
<jumbi-ous sliaekles of this mortal life, sliall equally re- 
ceive from (he sentence of God a just and eveiiasting 
retri!)ution, ai'^cording to theii* works. Then shall the 
Avick(»d tix^mhh^ and be afraid ; but the heart of the 
righteous shidl rejnice in las judgment. O fear the 
lAii'fU ther<.*for<% all the days of thy life, and walk in 
the J)i*^l»s wliich he has opened before thee. Let pni- 
Jlfi0^f^ ■ Admonish thee^ let temperance rcsti-ain^ let jus- 



."•/. 



Mn. DnUCTIC FI£CE9^ 6S 

ipiide thy hand» benevdencc waim tky Iieurt, and 
tude to heaiccn inspii'o thee with devotioii* These 
give thee ha{Xpiiiess in thy present state, and 
; thee to the mansions of eternal felicity in the 
liseof 6od» 

ECONOMY QV HUMAK ItfE. 



( «+ ) 



CJIAPTER IV. 

UESVllIPTIVE PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

DIVIXE PBOTIDENCE. 

1 HE glorious sun is set in the west; the nigbt* 

(lows fall ; and the air which was sultiy becomes eooL 

The flowers fold up tlieir coloured leaves ; they ftU 

themselves up^ and hang their heads on the slender 

stalk. The chickens are gathered under the wiqgof 

the lien, and arc at rest : the hen hei*self is at restabOi 

The little birds have ceased their wai*bUng ; they are 

tiSieep on the boughs, each one with liis head behuii 

his whig. There is no murmur of bees around the 

hive, or amongst the honied woodbines; they hate 

done their work, and they lie close in their waxen cells. 

Tilt* slieep rest ujion their soft fleeces, and theii^ bud 

hleatiiig is no more heard amongst the hills. There b 

no sound of a number of voices, or of chihlren atplayy 

or the trampling of busy feet, and of people hurrying 

fo and fi-o- The smith's hammer is not heaiil upon 

n»e anvil ; nor the harsli saw of the carpenter. All 

I'icn iin», stretched on their quiet beds, and the child 

sleejis upon the breast of its mother. Darkness is 

spread over tl^^' ^^^^'^9 and darkness is upon the git)und : 
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Who takes care of all |vy»j)li» when they arc sunk in 
sleepy when they cannot defi iid themselves, nor sec 
if danger appi'oaehes ? — ^Tlnre is an eye that newv 
sleopB ; there is an eye tliat se(*s in ihwk night, as well 
as in the bright sun-shine. W'iien their is no light o( 
Uic sun, nor of the moon, when lliere is no lamp in the 
house^ nor any little star twiuIJing throitgh the thick 
douds; tliat eye sees every wliere, in all placeSf and 
watches continually over all the families of tlie caHh. 
The eye that sleejis not is God's ; his hand is dways 
stretched out over us. Ue made sleep to rcfn^sli us 
when we are weary ; he made niglit tliat we may shup 
in quiet. As the mother moves ubout the liouse w itli 
jber finger on her lips, and stills e\ vvy little noise, that 
her infant may not be disturbed ; as she dniws the 
curtains around its bed, and shuts out the light fixjm 
its tender eyes ; so God draws the cui-tains of darkness 
:aTOund us ; so he midies all things to be hushed and 
•fitillytliat his large family may sleep in peace. 

Labourers spent witli toil, and young eldldren, and 
every little humming insect, sleep quietly, for God 
watches over you. You may sleep, for he never sleeps : 
you may close your eyes in saf.ly, for liis eye is al- 
ways open to protect you. 

When the darkness is passed away, and the beams 
of the morning sun stidke througli your eye-lids, begin 
tlie day with praising God, who lias taken care of you 
through the night. Flowei's, when you open again5 
spread your leaves, and smell sweet to his praise! 
Birds, wlien you awake, wavblc your thanks amongst 
the green boughs ! sing to him before you sing to your 
mates !— -Let his praise be in our hearts, when we lie 
.down : let his praise be on our lips^ whcji we awake. 
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SECTION IL 

l[i:.tLTH» 

"Who is she that with {graceful steps^ and \vith 
lively air, tnj)s over yondor phiin? 

The nise blushes on her cheeks, the s>veetiiess ci tk 
inoniin^ bi'Ciithes fmin her lijis ; joy, tenipei'ed will 
imiocenec and modesty, sparkles m her e^es ; and flic 
cheeriuliiess of lier heart a])peai*s in idl her nKH'einents. 
Her name is Ileidth : site is tlie daughter of Kxerciae 
and Temperahee. Their sons inhabit the mountains 
and tiic plain. They are biave, active and lively, and 
partake of all tlie beauties and vii-tues of tlicir sister. 
Vi.:^>ur strings tlieir nerves, stivngth dwells in their 
bones, and labour is their deliglit all th; day long. The 
employments of their fatlier excite their appetites^ and 
Ihe repasts of their mother refresh them. To combat 
he passions, is tlieir delight ; to conquer evil habits, 
heir glory. Their pleasures arc moderate, and therc- 
rc they endure ; flieir repose is short, but sound and 
idisturbed. Their blood is pure ; their minds are 
rene ; and the pliysician does not find the way to 
ir habitations. economy of hui^ian ufjb. 



SECTION III. 



GUARITY. 



TPT is the man who has sown in his breast the 
of charity and love ! From tlic fountain of Iris 
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heart rise rivei's of j^oodness ; and the stivanis ovrr- 
. Sow for the benefit of luankiiul. lie assists Hit- iKJor 
intlieir trouble;, he irjoieis in proinotinsj; tiie wt-lfare 
<if ail men. lie does not hai'shly tensr.i'e Ms iiei^u;hbour ; 
he believes not the talc of envv a!»d nialevolenee, nor 
ftpeats tlieir dandei's. lie foi"a:ivos the injuries of 
men; he wipes them fi-om his remembranec ; revenge 
snd malice have no phice in his heai-t. For evil he re- 
turns not evil; lie Iiates not even liis enemies ; bat re- 
quites their injustiee witli friendly adnioniticn. I1ic 
griefs and anxieties of men exeite his compassion : he 
endeavours to alleviate tiie weight of theii* inisfoilunes ; 
and tlic pleasure of success rewcU'ds his labour. He 
calms the fury, he hesUs the quarrels of angry men ; 
and piTVcnts tiie miscliiefs of strife and animosity. He 
promotes in his neigiibouriiood pexicc and giMxl will ; 
(Uid his name is repeated with praise and benedictions. 

ECONOMY or uvma:!9 life. 



SECTION IV. 



GRATITUDE. 



As the branches of a tree return their sap to the 
root^ from whence it arose ; as a river poura it stn^ams 
to the sea, whence its spi'ing was supplied ; so the 
heart of a grateful man delights in retuniing a benefit 
received. He acknowledges his obligation w ith cheer- 
fulness ; he looks on his benefactor witli love and esr 
teem. And if to return it be not in his power, he 
ekerishcs the remembrance of it thi'ough life. 
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TIic hand of the gonorons man is like the cli 
heaven, witicli dit)]) upon the eai*th9 friiits^ he 
and llowei^s : but the heai't of tlie ungi*ate|iil is 
desert of sand, whieh swallows with greedine 
showers that fiUI^ buries tliem in its bosonif an 
duces nothing. 

The grateful mind envies not its bcnefactc 
strives to conceal the benefit he has conferred. T 
to oblige is better tlian to be obliged ; tliough i 
of generosity commands admii'ation ; yet Uie hi 
of gratitude touches tlic hearty and is amiaUe 
fiigiit both (rf* ixod and man. 

ECONOMY OF UXMtfiJff ] 



SECTION V. 

ABACimS AKB M£I.ISSA : OR THE UAPFHTESS O] 

TIYATING A GOOD TJBMPiiR. 

A GOOD temper is one of the principal ingi'e 

of happiness. Tiiis^ it will be said^ is the work 

turcy and must be bom with us : and so in a goot 

sure it is ; yet it may be acquired by art, and in 

ed by culture. Almost vwry object that attrac 

notice, has its bright and its dark side : ke that h 

ates himself to look at the displeasing side, will sc 

dispositicHa, and consrquenlly impair his happ: 

vvhile he who constantly beholds it on the biiglv 

iiisensibly meliorates his temper; and, by this « 

ifnpnjves his owTi happiness, and the happuiess 
^liout him. 
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kraclinc and Melissa are two friends. They arc 
le in bii-tii, Ibrtuney editcatiun, and acconiplislinients. 
ey wci*c originally alike in temper too; but by dif- 
ent management, are grown the reverse of eaeh 
cr. Anichnc has aeciistomtul lierself to bnik only 
Hic dai'k side of every objit*t. If a new litei'ary 
rk makes its appearance, willi a thousand beauties, 
I but one or two blemishes, she slightly skims over 
passages tliat siiould give her ]ileusui*e, and dwells 
m those only that fdl her with dislike. If you show 
• an excellent pcn'trait, she looks at some pai-t of the 
ipery, that has been neglected, or to a hand or fm- 
? which has been left unfinished. Her garden is a 
ry beautiful ono^ and kept with great neatness and 
gance ; but if you take a walk with her into it, she 
ks to you of nothing but blights and storms, of 
ulsand caterpillars, and how impossible it is to keep 
Erom the litter of falling leaves, and worm-casts. If 
u sit down in one of her temples, to enjoy a delight- 
prospect, she observes to you, that there is too much 
od or too little water ; that the day is too sunny or 
> gloomy ; that it is sultry or windy ; and finishes 
th a long harangue upon the wi*etchedness of our 
mate. When you return with her to the compimy, 
hopes of a little cheerful convei^sation, she casts a 
mm over all, by giving you tlie history of her own bad 
alth, or of some melancholy accident that has befallen 
of her childi'en. Thus she insensibly sitiks her 
n spirits, and the spirits of all ai'ound her ; and at 
it discovers^ slie knows not why, that her friends are 
ave. 

Melissa is the reverse of all this. By constantly 
bituating herself to look only on the bright side of 
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objcefsy she prescnos a per|)ctual cheerfulnes: 
self, which, by a kind of happy contagion, she 
nicatcfl to all about her. If any misfortune has 
hor, she considci-s that it might have been mx 
19 thankful to Providence for an cscajie. She 
in solitude, as it gives lier an oppoilunity of 
hci'sclf ; and in society, because she communL 
happiness she enjoys. She opposes every m) 
tues to his Callings, and can fiiid out something 
ish and applaud in the very worst of her acqiu 
f She opens every book with a desire to be enter 
instructed, and there&re seldom misses what i 
for. Walk with her, though it be but on a hi 
common, and she will discover numberless 
unobscr«^ed before, in the liills, the dales, the 
krakes, and the varieguted ilowers of weeds 
pies. She enjoys every change of weatlier, ar 
sons, as bruiging with it some advantages of 
convenience. In conversation, you never hes 
peating her own giicvances, or those of be 
hours, or (what is worst of all) their faults an 
fections. If any thing of the latter kind be u 
in her Iieai'ing, she has the address, to turn it 
tertainmcnt, by changing the most odious raili 
pleasant railery. Thus Melissa, like the bee 
honey from every weed ; while Arachne, like 
dep, sucks poison from the faiiHist flowers. 1 
sequence is, that of two tempers, once very n 
lied, the one is for ever sour and dissatisfied ; 
er always gay and cheerful ; the one spreads 
Tersal gloomy the other a continual sunshine. 
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SECTION VI. 

xnE Torn seasons. 

Who is this beautiful vir|;in tliat approaches, ciothcfl 
in a robe of light green ? She has a garhind of flowe ra 
m her head, and flo\vei<s spring up wlicrcver she sots 
her SaoL The snow which covered the fields, and the 
iee wliieh was in tlie rivers, melt away when she 
breathes upon tlienu The young lambs frisk about 
ber, and the bii'ds warble in their little throats to wel- 
come her coming ; and when they sec her, they begin 
to choose their mates, and to build their nests. Youths 
and maidens, have you seen this beautiful virgin ? If 
you have, tell me who is she, and what is her name. 

Who is this that comes fram tlie south, thinly clad 
in a liglit transpairnt garment. Her breath is hot and 
9ultry ; she seeks the refi'esbment of tlie cool shade ; 
she seeks the clear streams, the ciTstal bix)oks, to 
bathe her languid limbs. The brooks and rivulets fly 
from her, and are dried up at her approach. She cools 
her parched lips witli berries, and the grateful acid of 
fruits ; the seedy melon, the shai*p apple, and the i*cd 
pulp of the juicy cheiTV, which are poui^cd out jJenti- 
liilly around her. Tlio tanned haymakers welcome her 
coming : and the sheep-shearer, wlio clips the fleeces 
of his flocks with his sounding shears. When she 
«omcs, let me lie under the thick shade of a spreading 
beech-tree ; — ^let me walk with her in the early morn- 
ing, when the dew is yet upon the gi'ass ; — lot me wan- 
der witii her in the soft twilight, when the shephetd 
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shuts his foldy.aml the star of evening appears, 
is slie tliat comes from the south ? Youths and ma 
tell me, if you know, who is she, and what is her i 

Who is he that eomes with sober paee, stcalixi 
on us unawares? His garments arc ivd with the 
of tlie grape, and his tem])IeR are bound with a 
of ripe wheat* His hair is tliin and begins to fal 
auburn is mixed witli mournful gray. He shaki 
brown nuts from the ti*ee. He winds the horn; 
ealls the Ituntei's to their spoii:. I'he gun sounds- 
trembling parti'idge and the beautiful pheasant fl 
bleeding in the air, and fall dead at the sportsi 
feet* Who is lie that Is ei-owned with the wheat-s 
Youths and maidens, tell me, if you know, who 
and what Ls his name. 

Who ls he that comes fi-om tlic north, clothed ii 
and warm wool ? He wrajw his cloak close about 
His head is biJd ; liis beainl is made of sharp ic 
He loves the blazing fire, high piled «i)on the he 
IK» binds skates to his feet, and skims over the 'fi 
lakes. His breath is piercing and cold, and no 
dower dares to peep above the surface of the gw 
when he is by. >\'hatcver he touches turns tc 
If he were to strike you witli Ids cold hand, you \ 
be quite stiif and dead, like a piece of marble. Yi 
and maidens, do you see him ? He is coming fjist 
us, and S(X)n lie will be liere. Tell me, if you k 
who Ls he, and what is Ids name. 

llARBVn 
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SECTION VIL 

THE EAGLE. 

HE Golden Eagle is the largest and the noblest of 
hose birds that have received tlie name of Eagle, 
raigfas above twelve pounds. Its length is Uircc 
; the extent of its Mings^ seven feet Ibiir inches ; 
l)ill is three inchcH long, and of a deep bine ; and 
3yc of a hazle colour. In general, these birds arc 
d in mountainous and ill-jKopled countries, and 
d among the loftiest cliffs. Tliey clioose tliose 
es wliicli ai*c remotest from man, upon Avltose pos- 
Lons they but seldom make their drcprcdations, he- 
contented rather to follow the wild game in the for- 
tban to risk their safety to satisfy their hunger. 
*Ius fierce animal may be considered among birds 
he lion among quadrupeds ; and in many respects 
have a strong similitude to each other. They are 
possessed of force^ and an empire over their fel- 
< of the forest* Equally magnanimous, they dis- 
small plunder ; and only pursue animals worthy 
conquest. It is not tiU after having been long pro- 
sd, by the cries of the rook or the magpie, that tliis 
irous bird thinks fit to punish them with death. The 
e also disdains to share tlie plunder of another bii'd ; 
will take up with no otlier prey than that which 
las acquired by his own pursuits. How hungry so- 
■ he may be, he stoops not to carrion ; and when 
ited, never returns to the same carcass, but leaves 
r other animals, more rapacious and less delicate 
L himself. Solitary like the lion, he keeps the des- 

G 
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crt to liimselfy alone : it is as extraordinary to 
pair of eagles in the same mountain, as two 
the same forest They keep separate, to find 
ample supply ; and consider the quantity of thcj 
as the best proof of theii* dominion. Nor does 
militude ci these animals stop here : they bai 
sparkling eyes, and nearly of the same cdour 
claws are of the same form, their breath equally 
and their cry equally loud and terrifying. Bi 
for war they are enemies of all society ; alike 
proud, and incapable of being easily tamed. 

Of all the featliercd tribe, the eagle flies 1 
and from thenee the ancients have given liim > 
thet of the bird of heaven. He possesses also the 
est sight; but his sense of smelling, though £ 
inferior to tliat of the vulture. He nevei* pursi 
wrhen his object is iu view } and having seized h 
he stoops from his height as if to examine its 
always laying it on the ground before he carri 
He finds no difficulty in taking up geese and 
He also carries away hares, lambs and kids ; a: 
destroys fawns and calves to drink tlieir bloc 
bears a part of their flesh to his retreat Infant 
selves, when left unattended, have been destn 
these rapacious creatures. An instance is rec< 
Scotland of two children having been carrici 
eagles ; but fortunately they received no hui*t 
way ; and, the eaj^les being pursued, the childr 
found unhurt in the nests, and restored to the s 
cd pai*cnt^ '^ 

The eagle is thus at all times a formidable 
bour; but peculiarly so when bringing up its 
It is then that the male and female exert all the 
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Md industiy to supply their offspring. Smith, in his 

iusjnry of Kerr}', rclatcsy tliat a {xjor man in that coun- 

^9 got a comfortable subsistence for his family, during; 

A summer of famine, out of an eagle's nest, by robbing; 

Sie eaglets of food, which was plentifully supplied by 

tbe old ones. He pn)traeted tlicir assiduity beyond 

the usual time, by clipping the wings, and retai*ding 

Che flight of the young ; and very probably also« as I 

liavc known myself, by so tying them as to increase 

heir cries, whicli are always found to increase the pii* 

■ents' despatch to pi*ocure them piwision. It w;is ibi^ 

unate, however, that the old eagles did not surprise 

he countryman thus employed, as their resentment 

[light have been dangerous. 

It requires great patience and much art to tame an 
«gle ; and even though taken young, and subdued by 
mg adiiduity, yet it is a dangerous domestic, and often 
nniB its force against its master. When brought into 
he field for the purposes of fowling, the falconer is 
feever sure of its attachment : its innate pride, and love 
f Kberty, still prompt it to regain its native solitudes, 
iometimes, however, ea^es are brought to have an at- 
achmcnt for their feeder , they are then highly ser- 
rieeable, and Kberally provide for his {Measures and 
nipport. When the falconer lets them go from his 
landf they play about and hover round him till their 
;ame inresents, which they see at an immense distance, 
ind pursue with certain destruction. 

It is said that the eagle can live many weeks with- 
wt food ; and that the period of its life exceeds an 
bundred years. goijmmith. 
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SECTION VIIL * 

TlIK HUMMING BIRD. 

<)y all the birds that flutter in the garden, c 
the limdscape, the luimiuuig-bird is the mostde 
to lo'ik upon, and the most inoffensive. Of this 
ing little animal^ there are six or seven varietiti 
the size of a small \\Ten, down to that of an 1 
bee. An Em-opcan ^vould not readily snppa 
there existed any birds so very small, and yet \ 
pletely famished with a bill, feathers, wings air 
tines, exactly resembling those rf the largest ] 
Birds not so big as the end of one's little fing^ 
probably be suppased mere ereatiires of ima^ 
were they not seen in infinite numbers, and as b 
as butterflies in a summer's day, sporting in th 
of some parts of Ameriea, from flower to flowi 
extracting sweets with their little bills. 

The smallest humming-bird is about the si: 
hazel-nut. The feathers on its wings and t 
black ; but those on its body, and under its win 
of a greenish brown, with a fine red cast or gloss 
no silk or velvet can imitate. It has a small c 
its head, green at the bottom, and as it were gi 
the top ; and which sparkles in the sun like a lit 
in the middle of its forehead. The bill is black, si 
slender, and of the length of a small pin. 

It is inconceivable how much these birds adr 
high finishing and beauty of a rich luxuriant ^ 
landscape. As soon as the sun is risen, the hui 
birds, of different kinds, are seen fluttering ab 
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flowers, "without ever lighting upon them. Tlicir 
wings arc in such rapid motion, Uiat it is imjiossiblc to 
discern tlieir colours^ except by their glittering. ITiey 
are never still, but continually in motion, visiting flow- 
er after floweri and extracting its lioney as if with a 
kiss* For this purpose tliey ai'C furnished with a for- 
' ky tongue, that enters the cup of the flower, and ex- 
tracts its ncctaiHHl tribute. Upon tliis alone they sub- 
sist. The rapid motion of tlieir wings brings out a 
humming sound, from whence they have their name ; 
for whatever divides the air swiftly, must pi-oduee a 
murmur. 

The nests of these birds arc also very curious. They 
are suspended in the aii*, at the point of the t\vigs uf 
an orange, a pomegranate, or a citron ti*ee ; some- 
times even in houses, if a small and convenient twig 
is found for the purpose. The female is the architcctf 
^vliile the male goes in quest of materials ; such as cot- 
tx)n, fine moss, and tlie fibres of vegetables. Of these 
materials a nest is composed, about the size of a hen's 
«gg cut in two ; it is admirably contrived, and warmly 
luied with cotton. There ai*e never more than two 
«ggs found in the nest ; these arc about the size of 
^small peas, and as white as snow, with here and there 
a yellow speck. The male and the female sit upon the 
nest by turns ; but the female takes to herself the great- 
est share. She seldom quits the nest, except a few 
minutes in the morning and evening,, when the dew is 
upon the flowers, and their honey in perfection.. Dur- 
ing tliis shoi-t interval, the male takes her place» The 
time of incubalien continues twelve days ; at the end 
of which the young ones appear, much about the size 
of a blue bottle fly. They arc al ftrsl \i?tT^ \ \s>^ ^^^^^'^r 

g2 
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they are oovered with down j and* at lasty frather 
succeed, but icsa beautiful at first than those of the q1< 
mieH. 

Fatlier Lahat, in his account of the mission to A 
mcricaj says, <^ that his companion found the nest of \ 
humming-bird, in a shed near their dwelling-house 
and took it in at a tune when the young ones wei^ 
about fifteen or twenty days old. He placed them ii 
a cage at his chamber window, to be amused by thdj 
spoi-tive flutterings : but he was much surprised to se< 
tho'old ones, which came and fed theii* brood regulailj 
every hour in the day. By this means tliey themselve: 
grew so tame, that tiicy seldom quitted the chamber 
and, without any constraint, came to live with tliei 
young ones. All four frequently perched upon thei 
master's hand, chirping as if they had been atlibert; 
abi'oad* He fed them with a veiy fine clear paste 
made of wine, biscuit and sugar. They thrust thei 
tongues ii'.to tliis paste, till tliey were satisfied, and thei 
fluttered and chirpe^l about the room. I never bclieli 
any thing more agreeable," continues he, " tlian thi 
lovely little family, which iiad posse5ision (tf my eon 
panion's chamber, and flew in and out just as the; 
thouglit proper ; but were ever attentive to' the void 
of their master, when he called them. In this man 
nor they lived with him above six months : but, a 
a time when ho expected to see a new colony formed 
he unfortunately forgot to tie up their cage to the ceil 
ing at night, to preserve tlicm from the rats, and hi 
found in the morning, to his great mortification, tha 
;|hey were a^ devoured.'' ooldsmitjq. 
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SfiCTIONI. 

OKmSBOUTT AND PATBRNAL FEELINGS OT AN UCS^U^ 

DUHINO the war In America^ a oompany of In- 
dhuas attacked a small body of the British ti'oupsht 
aAd defeated them. As the Indians had greatly the 
adrantage in swiftness of foot, and were eager in the 
pursuit^ very* few of the British escaped ; and those 
v)|0 fell into their hands, were treated with a cvu<;lty, 
«f which there are not many examples, even in that 
ooinrtFy. 

Two of the Indians came up to a young officer, and 
sttaoked him with great fury. As they were armed 
witii iiatile*axcs, ho had no hope of escape. But, just 
at fltia crisis, another Indian came up, who was ad* 
yaiioed in years,, and was armed with a how^ and ar- 
vowB. The old man instantly drew his bow ; but, af- 
tfer having taken his aim at the officer, he suddenly 
dropped the point of his arrow, and interposed between 
h&n and his pursuers, who were about to cut him in 
pieces. They retired with respect The old man then 
took the officer by the hand, soothed him into e««&* , 
deuce bjr caresses; md, having e<m&^&\^4 \^«k %^\a& 
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hut^ treated him with a kindness wliich did hon< 
his professions. 

He made him less a slave than a companion ; t 
him the language of the country ; and instructei 
in the rude arts that are practised by the inhabi 
They lived together in the most perfect harmony 
the young officer^ in the treatment he met wiUi^ 
liothing to regret, but that s(Hnetimes the old man 
his eyes upon him, and, having regarded him for 
minutes with a steady and silent attention, burs: 
tears. 

In the mean time, the spring returned, and th 
dians again took the field. The old man, who 
still vigorous, and able to bear tlie fatigues of 
set out with them, and was accompanied by his pi 
er. They marched above two hundred leagues a 
the forest, and came at length to a plain, when 
British forces were encamped. The old man sb 
his prisoner the tents at a distance : " There," say 
** are thy countrymen. There is the enemy who 
to give us battle. Remember that I have savei 
life, that I have taught thee to conduct a canoe, to 
thyself with a bow and arrows, and to surpiisi 
beaver in the forest. What wast thou when I first 
thee to my hut ? Thy hands were those of an in 
They could neither procure thee sustenance nor sa 
Thy soul was in utter darkness. Thou wast ignbra 
every thing. Thou owest all things to me. Wilt 
then go over to thy nation, and take up thy hat 
against us ?" The officer replied, " that he would ra 
lose his own life than take away that of his delivei 
The Indian, bending down his head, and covering 
£ice with ^'***' ^^ hands^ stood aom^ tim^ ^Viftwl. 1 
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looking eames'tly at his prisoner, he said, in a voice 
that was at once softened by tendei-ness and grief : 
•• Hast thou a father ?" " My father,*' said tlie young 
man^ " was alive when I left my countiT." " Alas !'* 
said tlie Indian, << how wi*ete1ied must he he !'' He. 
paused a moment* and then added, «• Dost thou know 
fliat I have been a fatlier ?— I am a fatlier no moi*c— I 
saw my son fall in battle. — He fought at my side. — 1 
saw him expire* — He wiis covered witli wounds, when 
he fell dead at my feet/' 

He pronounced tliese words with the utmost vehe- 
liemcncc. His body shodi with a universal tremor. He 
WBA almost stifled with sighs, which ho would not suf- 
Ifer to escape liim. There was a keen restlessness in 
Ida eye ; but no tears flowed to his i*elief. At length, 
be became calm by degrees ; and, turning towards tlie 
east, where the sun had just risen : << Dost thou sec/' 
fiaid he to the young (dicer, <' the beauty of that sky, 
ivbifih sparkles with prevailing day ? and hast Ukm 
.pleasure in the «ght?" ^< Tes,'' rej^ed the young of- 
ficer, *' I have pleasure in the beauty of so fine a sky.*' 
^i have none,'' said the Indian, and his tears then found 
their way. 

A few minutes after, he showed the young man a 
maignolia in full bloom. ** Dost tliou see that beauti- 
fid tree ?" said he, « and dost thou look upon it with 
pleasure ?" << Yes," replied the officer, « I look with 
pleasure upon that beautiful tree." — *< I have no longer 
any pleasure in looking upon it !" said the Indian has- 
tily ; and immediately added, << Go, return to thy fa- 
ther, that he may still have pleasure when he sees the 
8un rise iu the morning, and the trees blossom in the 
spring." 
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SECTION IL 

THE COMPASSIOXATE JUDOS. 

The celebrated Charles Anthony Domat, wais pn^-- 
motcd to the office of a judge of a Pi-ovincial court, ir^ 
the south of France, in which he presided, with pub— — 
lie applause, for tAventy-four years. One day a poo^^ 
widow brought a complaint before him against the ba — 
ron de Nairac, her landlord, for turning her out of pos-^ 
session of a farm, which was her whole dependenee^-ii^ 
Domat heard the cause ; and finding by the deareirt'^ 
evidence that the woman had ignorantly broken a oov- ^ 
enant in the lease, which empowered the landlord i6 ^ 
re-enter, he recommended mercy to the baron t«>wardbf 
a poor honest tenant, who had not wilfully transgressedf * 
or done him any material injury. But Nairac being ' 
inexorable, the judge was obliged to pronounce a seii^ 
tence of expulsion from the farm, and to order pay- 
ment of the damages mentioned in the lease, togeflier 
with the costs of the suit. In delivering this sentence^ 
Domat wiped his eyes, from which tears of compassion 
flowed plentifully. When tht order of seizure^ both 
of her person and effects, was decreed, the poor wo- 
man exclaimed : <« just and righteous God ! be tlvNi 
a father to the widow and her helpless orphans r* and 
immediately she fainted away. The compassionate 
judge assisted in raising tlic distressed woman ; and af- 
ter enquiring into her character, the number of her 
children, and other circumstances, generously present- 
ed her with a hundred lonis-d'or, the aihount of her 
damages and costs, which he prevailed with the baron 
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to accept as a fu]l recompence ; and tlic \^-idow was re- 
stared to her farm. Deeply aifectcd ^\ ith the generosi- 
ty of her benefactor, she said to him ; *< O, my lord ! 
when wilJ you demand payment, that I may hiy up for 
that purpose ?" <• I will ask it/* replied Domat, " when 
lay conseicuce shall teU me I have done an improper 
act*' 



SECTION in. 

J}£X£FIC£5fC£ ITS OWN K£WARD. 

FxGAixfi, the celebrated artist^ was a man of great 
^^unanity. Intending, on a particular occasion, to 
^ake a journey flrom Lyons to Paris, he hiid by twelve 
ciuis«d'or to defray his expenses. But a little before 
lie time proposed for his setting out, he observed a 
^an walking with strong marks of deep-felt sorrow in 
Ids countenance and depoi-tment. Pigalle, impelled 
^y the feelings of a benevolent heart, accosted lum, 
^d enquired, with much tenderness, whether it was 
Ilk Lis power to affoixi him any relief. The stranger. 
Impressed with the manner of this friendly address, 
did not hesitate to lay open his distressed situation. 
■« For want of ten louis-d'or," said he, <« I must be 
dragged this evening to a dungeon : and be separated 
£ix)m a tender wife and a numerous family.*' <♦ Do 
you want no more ? exclaimed the humane ai-tist. — 
Come along witli me : I have twelve louis-d*or in my 
trunk ; and they are all at your sei*vice.'' 

The next day a friend of Pigalle^s met him j ^nd 



enguircd whether it was tnie that he had^ as wa^ 
Kcly reported, veiy c^portunely i-elieved a poor 
and his family from the greatest distress. << Al 
friend !" said Pigalle, <'what a delicious supper 
make last ni^t, upon bread and cheese, with a fi 
whose tears of gratitude marked the goodnc^ of 
hearts ; and who blessed me at every mouthful 
eat r' 
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MOKTAMTY. 



Cuiui of mortality, whence comest tliou ? w3 
thy countenance sad ? and why are tliy eyes red 
WTcping ? I hare seen the rose in its beauty ^ it s]p 
its leaves to the morning sun. I returned : it vm 
ing upon its stalk ; the grace erf the form of it 
gone 5 its loveliness was vanished away; its Ic 
were scattered on the ground, and no one gath 
them again. 

A stately tvca grew on the plain ; its branches ^ 
covered with vcrdui*e ; its boughs spread wide 
made a goodly shadow ; the trunk was like a st 
pillar; tlie roots were like crooked fangs. I returi 
the verdure was nipt by the east wind ; the bran 
were lopt away by the ax ; the worm had made 
way into the trunk, and the heart thereof was de< 
ed ; it mouldered away, and fell to the ground. 

I have seen the insects sporting in the sunshine, 
darting along the streams ; their wings glittered i 
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gdd and purple ; their bodies shone like tlic green 
emerald : they were more numerous than I could 
emint ; their motions were quicker than my eye could 
l^ce. I returned : they \verc brushed into the pool ; 
fliey were perishing with the evening bi*ceze ; the 
sw&Ibw had devoured them ; the pike had seized 
tiMMn : there were none found of so great a multitude. 
I have seen man in the pride of his strength ; his 
cheeks glowed with beauty ; his limbs were full «f ac- 
tivity ; he leaped ; he walked ; he i-an ; he rejoiced in 
that he was more excellent than those. I returned : 
"he hy stiff and cold on the bai'c giY)und ; his feet could 
^ longer move^ nor his hands stretch themselves out ; 
his life was departed from him ; and the breath out of 
^ nostrils. Therefore do I weep because DEATH 
^ in the world ; the spoiler is among the works of 
^^ : all that is made, must be destroyed ; all that is 
^^9 must die : let me alonci for I will weep yet Ion- 
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X HAVE seen the flower withering on the stalky and 
te liright leaves spread on the ground. I looked again : 
^^ Bprung forth afresh ; its stem was crowned with new 
^^ids^ and its sweetne^ filled the air. 

I have seen the sun set In the west, and the shades 
of night shut in the wide horizon : there was no co- 
lour^ nor shape^ nor beauty, nor music ; gky^m ^»v^ 

U 
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darkness brooiled around. I looked : the sun broke 
forth again from the cast, and gUded the mountain 
tops ; the lark rose to meet him from her low nest^ and 
the shades of dari^ncss fled awaj. 

I have seen the insect, being come to its full sizei 
languish, and refuse to cat : it spun itself a tomb, and 
was shrouded in the silken cone ; it lay without fee^ 
or shape, or power to move. I looked again : it had 
burst its tomb ; it was full of life, and sailed on eo* 
loured wings through tlic soft air ^ it rej(»eed in its 
new being. 

Thus shall it be with thee, man ^ and so shall 
thy life be renewed. Beauty shall spring up out of 
ashes, and life out of the dust. A little while tboa 
shalt lie in the ground, as the seed lies in the bosom 
of the earth : but then shalt be raised again ; and thott 
shalt never die any more. 

Who is he that comes to burst open the prison doors 
of the tomb ; to bid the dead awake ; and to gather 
his i*cdecmed from the four winds of heaven ? lie de- 
scends on a Aery cloud ; the sound of a trumpet goes 
before him ; thousands of angels ai-e on his right hand* 
It is Jesus, the Son of God ; the saviour of men ; tlie 
friend rf the good. He comes in the glory of his Far 
ther ; he has received power from on high. 

Mourn not, thei-cfore, child of immortality ! for the 
spoiler, the cruel spoiler, that laid waste the works of 
<^l» is subdued. Jesus has conquered death : chad 
^ ^mortality ' mourn no longer. 
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SECTION VI.. 

t 

HEAVEN. 

The rose is swectf but it Ls surrounded ^ itli thu'iis : 
he lily of the valley is IVagraut, but it springs up 
UBongst the brambles. The spring is pleasant^ but it 
is Boon past : the summer is bright^ but the winter 
katroys iU beauty. The rainbow is very glorious, 
but it soon vanishes away : life is good> but it is quick- 
ly swallowed up in death. 

lliere is a land whei*e the roses are without thoiiis, 
vhere the flowers are not mixed with brambles. In 
liat land there is eternal spring, and light without any 
feud. The tree of life grows in the midst tlicreof ; 
ivers of pleasure are tliere, and flowers tliat never 
Ule. Myriads of happy spirits are there, and sur- 
(Hmd the throne of God with a perpetual hymn. The 
Qgeb with their golden harps sing praises continual- 
V and the cherubims fly mi wings of fire ! Thia^coun- 
y is heaven ; it is the country of those that are good ; 
q4 nothing that is wicked must inhabit there. ' The 
lad must not spit its venom amongst turtle-doves; 
xr the poisonous henbane grow amongst sweet flow* 
ra. Neither must any one that does ill enter into 
lat good land. 

Tliis earth is pleasant^ for it is God*s earth, and it 

filled with many delightful things. But that coun* 
y is far better : there we shall not grieve any more, 
>r be sick any more, nor do wrong any more ; there 
le^eold of winter shall not with^ us, nor the heats of 
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summer scorch us. Iii'that country there are no wars 
nor quan'els^ but all lo^e one another with dear love 

When our parents and friends die, and are laid ii 
the cold ground, we sec them here no more ; bat ther< 
wo sliall embrace them again, and live with them, am 
be scjKirated no moi-e. There we shall meet all gooi 
men, whom we read of in holy books. There we shal 
see Abraham, the called of God, the father of the faith 
ful ; and Moses, after liis long wanderings in the Ara- 
bian desalt ; and Elijali, the prophet of God ; and Dan- 
iel, wIk) escaped the lions' den ; and there the son o. 
Jesse, the shepherd king, the sweet singer of, Israel 
They loved God on earth; they praised lum on earft. 
but in that country they will praise him better^ ant 
love him more. 

There we shall see Jesus, who is gone before tis in 
tltat happy place ; and there we shall behold ttte gkr] 
of the high God. We cannot sec him here, but w< 
will love him here. We must be now on earth, bir 
we will often think on heaven. That happy land Ii 
our home : we are to be here but for a little while 
and there for ever, even for eternal ages. 

BA^BArXD. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



DIALOGUES. 



SECTION L 

CAKUTE AND HIS COUETIERS. 

Flattery Beproved. 

CANUTE. 

XS it true^ my friends^ as you have often tdd me^ that 
t am the greatest of moiiarclis i 

OFFA. 

It is true> my liege^ you are the most powerful of 
^llkingfiL 

OSWALD* 

We are all yoiu* slaves ; we kiss the dust ot your 
^eet 

OFFA. 

Not only we, but even the element^ are your slaves. 
^Che land obeys you from shore to shore ^ and the sea 
td)eys you. 

CANUTE. 

Does the 8ea» with its loud boisterous wayesj obey 
me ? Will that terriUe element be stiU at mj bidding ? 

0I7A. 

Yesy the sea is yours ; it was made to bear your 
6hips upon its bo^CMn^ and to pour the treasures of thje 
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imnid at your royal feet. It is boisterous to your ene- 
mies ; but it kpows you to be its sovereigtu 

CANUTE. 

Is not the tide coming up 7 

OSWALD. 

Yes, my liegCi you may perceive the swell already. 

CANUTE. 

Biing me a cliiur then; set it here upon the sand^ 

OFFA. 

Where the tide is coming up, my gracious IcHPd 2 

CANUTE. 

Yes^ set it just here. 

OSWALD. fMide.) 
I wonder what he is going to do ! 

OFFA. (Aside.J 
Surely he is not such a fool as to believe us ! 

CANUTE. 

mighty Ocean ! tliou art my subject ; my cour- 
tiers tell me so ; and it is thy duty to obey me. Thus, 
tlicn^ 1 stretch my sceptre over thee, and command thee 
to retiiH\ Roll back thy swelling waves, nor let them 
presume to wet the feet of me, thy royal master. 

OSWALD. CAddt.) 

1 believe the sea will pay very little regard to his 
royal commands. 

OFFA. 

See how fast the tide rises ! 

OSWALD. 

The next wave will come up to the chair. It is fol- 
ly to stay : we shall be covered with salt w ater. 

CANUTE. 

Well, does the sea obey my commands ? If it be my 
sulgecty it is a very rebellious suliject. See how it 
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dwells^ and dashes the angry foam and salt spray over 
my sacred person ! Vile sycophants ! did you tliink I 

vraa the dupe of your base lies ? that I believed your 
abject flatteries ? Know^ there is but one Being whom 
the sea will obey. Ue is Sovereign of heaven and 
earthy King of kings, and Lord of loi*d8. It is only 
ho who can say to tlie ocean^ << Thus fai* shalt thou goy 
but no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed." A king is but a man ; and a man is but a 
worm. Shall a woim assume the power of the great 
G0A9 and think that the elements will obey him ? May 
kings learn to be humble from my example* and cour- 
-tters learn tiiith hvm your disgrace ! 

BARBAULD. 



SECTION 11. 



THE TWO ROBBERS.- 



We <^kn conitmn in others what we practise ourselves. 

Jlkxander the Great in his tent, d man with a fierce 
countenance, chained and fettered, brought before hitn^ 

AXEXANBER. 

What, art thou the Thracian robber, of whose ex- 
plmts I have heard so much ? 

BOBBER* 

I am a Thracian, and a s(ddier. 

AI£XAND£R. 

. A soldier ! — a thief^ a plunderer; an assassklf;^ the 
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pest of society ! I could honour thy courage, but I 
must detest and punish thy crimes. 

BOBBER. 

What have I doDe» of which you complain 2 

AXBXANDEK. 

Hast thou not set at defiance my authority; violated 
the public peace^ and passed thy life in injuring the 
persons and properties of thy fellow subjects ? 

BOBBER. 

Alexander ! I am your captiv&^I must hear what 
you please to say, and endure what you please to in* 
ffiet. But my soul is unoonquered ; and if I rejAy al 
a|l to your reproaches^ I will reply like a freeman. 

AliEXANDER* 

Speak freely. Far be it from me to take the ad- 
vantage of my power, to silence those with whom I 
deign to converse ! 

BOBBEB. 

I must then answer your question by another^— 
How have you passed your life ? 

ALEXANDER. 

Like a hero. Ask Fame, and she will teU you.^ 
Among the brave, I have been the bravest : among 
sovereigns, the noblest ; among conquerors, the nu|^- 
tiest. 

ROBBER. 

And does not Fame speak of me, too 7 Was there 
ever a bolder captain of a more valiant band ? Was 
there ever — ^But I scorn to boafi^ Tou yourself know 
that I have not been easily subdued. 

AXEXAlfDER. 

still, what are you but a robber«— a base^ disbme^t 
rdUw? 
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ROBBER. 

And what is a conqueror ? Have not you* too, gone 

about the earth like an evil genius^ hiasting tlic fair 

fruits rf peace and industiy; phmderiogy ravaging^ 

killuig without law, without justice^ merely to gratify 

an insatiable lust for dominion ? All that I have done 

to a single district with a hundred followers, you have 

done to whole nations with a hundred thousand. If 

I hove stripped individuals, you have ruined kings 

and princes. If I have burned a few hamlets, you 

have desolated the most flourishing kingdoms and ci- 

<ieR of the earth. What is then the difference, but that 

as yofi were bom a king, and I a private man, you 

have been able to become a mightier robber than 1 2 

AXEXAND^R. 

But if I have taken like a king, 1 have given like a 
king. If I have subverted empires, I have founded 
gredLier, I have cherished arts, commerce, and phi* 
losophy. 

ROBBER. 

I, too, have fireely given to the poor, what I took 
from tl|e rich. I have established oi*der and discipline 
among the most ferocious dT mankind ; and have stretch- 
ed out my protecting arm over the oppressed. I know, 
indeed, little of the phik)sophy you talk of ; but I bcn 
lleve neither you nor I shall ever atone to the world 
Ibr the mischief we have done it. 

ALEXANDER. 

Leave me — ^Take off his chains, and use him weU.^-* 
.Are we then so much alike ? Alexander to a robber ! 
—^Let me reflect* VARbauIiD. 
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SECTION lU. 

Disrespect to Parents is in no case allowable. 

liiMFBocxEs, the eldest son of Socrates^ fell into a 
violent passion with his mother. Socrates was witneat 
to this shameful misbehaviour^ and attempted the corw 
rection of it in the fbllowinj; gentle and rational maB«! 
ner : << Come hither, son/' said he, << have you never 
heard of men who are called ungratefulF* ^ Ycs»frB* 
quently/' answered the youth. ** And what is ingrat- 
itude ?" demanded Socrates. '< It is to receive a 
ness/' said Laroprodcs, << without making a proper 
return, when there is a favourable opportunity*" ** In^ 
gratitude is therefore a species of injustice,** ^d So^ 
crates. << I should think so," answered Lamproclea. 
^ K then," pursued Socrates, .<< ingratitude be iiyus- 
tice, does it not follow, that the degree of it must be 
proportionate to the magnitude of the fovours whicb 
have been received ?" Lamprodes admitted the infer- 
ence; and Socrates thus pursued his int^rrc^gations: 
^< Can there subsist higher obUgati(ms tlian those whicb 
children owe to their parents ; from whom life is de- 
rived and supported, and by whose good offices, it is 
Tendered honourable, useful and -happy ?" ^< I acknow- 
ledge the truth of what you say," replied Lamprocles; 
<< but who could suffer, without resentment, the ill hu- 
mours of such a mother as I have ?" " What strange- 
thing has she done to you ?" said Socrates. <<She hgs 
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a tongue^'' replied Lamprocles^ <' that no mortal can 
bear." " How much more,'* said SocratcN, « lias she 
endured fi-om jour ^rangling^ fl*ctrulness, and inces- 
sant cries^ in the period of infancy ! What anxieties 
has she suffered from the levititrs, caprlciousness, and 
tollies of your childliood and youth ! Wliat aiDiction 
has slic felt, what toil and watcliing has she sustained 
in your illness ! These, and various other imweifiil 
motives to filial duty and gi*atitude, have been recog- 
nised by the legislators of om* republic. For if any 
one be disrespectful to his parents, ho is not permitted 
to eigoy any post of trust or honour. It is believed that 
a sacrifice, offered by an impious hand, can neither be 
acceptable to Heaven, nor profitable to tlic state ; and 
that an undutiful son cannot be capable of performing 
any great action, or of executing justice with impar- 
tiality. Therefore, my son, if you be wise, you will 
pray to heaven to pardon the offences, committed 
against your mother. Let no one discover the con- 
tempt with whicli you have treated her ; for tlie world 
will condemn, and abandon you for such behaviour. 
And if it be even suspected, that you repay with in- 
gratitude the good offices of your parents, you will in- 
evitably forego the kindness of others ; because no man 
win suppose that you have a heart to reqidte either his 
Gekvouts or his friendship. 

FEBCIVAI.. 



.« 
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SECTION IV. . 

80CRATE8 AND CIIA£BECRAT|Sfi. 

Brethren should dwell iogcOver in hamumy. 

Two brothers^ named ChseTephon and Chnrecratev 
having quarrelled with each other, Socrates their com- 
mon fiiend was solicitous to restore amity between 
tliem. Meeting, therefore, with Chserccrates, he thus 
accosted him : << Is not friendship the sweetest solace in 
adversity, and the greatest enhancement of the bleas- 
ings of prosperity ?" « Certainly it is," replied Chier- 
eerates ; <' because our sorrows are diminished^ and 
our Joys increased by sympathetic pai^ticipatuHu" 
" Amongst whom, then, must we look for a friend i** 
said Socrates. '< Would you search among strangers? 
They cannot be interested about you. Amongst your 
rivids ? They have an interest in opposition to }purs. 
Amongst those who are much older or younger than 
yourself? Their feelings and pursuits will be widely 
different from youi*s. Are tliere not, tlien, some cir- 
cumstances favourable, and otliers essential, to the for- 
mation of friendship ?'' *< Undoubtedly there are,'* an- 
swered Chserecrates. *^ May wc not enumerate," con- 
tinued Socrates, « amongst the circumstances favoura- 
ble to friendship, long acquaintance, common connex- 
ions, similitude of age, and union of intei-est r" «« I ac- 
knowledge," said Chserecrates, " the powerful influ- 
ence of these circumstances : but they may subsist, 
and yet othens be wanting, tliat are essential to mu^ 
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, tlwl amity/' « Antl what said Socrates, '* aro those 
esBentials wliich are wantin/;, in Chaerephon ?" " He 
has forfeited my estccni and attaclunent/* answered 
Ctorccratcs, <♦ And has he also forfeited tlic esteem 
9nd atfachnient of the rest of mankind r" continued 
Socrates. « Is he devoid of benevolence, ^neitisity, 
gratitttdc,. and other social affect iims? ^*Viw be it 
feon nic," cried Ch«recratcs, "to |ay so heavy a 
charge upon him ! His. conduct to others, is, 1 be- 
Bore, irreproachable ; and it wounds mo the more^ 
that he should single me out as the object of his un- 
teidness." ** Suppose you have a very valuable horse,'* 
nssQihed Socrates, << gentle under the treatment of 
others^ biit ungovernable, when you attempt to use 
Um ; would you not endeavour by all means, to con- 
ciliate his affection, and to treat him in the way most 
likely' to i-cndcr him tractable ? Or, if you have a dog, 
lU]^ly prized for his fidelity, watchfulness and care of 
yoar ioeks, who is fond of your shephenls, and play- 
ftd 'with them, and yet snaris whenever you come in 
lib way ; would you attempt to cure him of this fault 
by angry looks or words, or by any other marks of re- 
sentment? You would surely pursue an opposite course 
with him. And is not the friendship of a brother of 
far more worth, than the service of a horse, or the at- 
tachment of a dog ? Why then do you delay to put in 
prnctice tliose means, which may reeoneile you to 
Chser^hon ?" <« Acquaint me with thasc means," an- 
swered Cfaserecrates, <« for I am a stranger to them.*' 
** Ania^cr me a few questions," said Socrates. " If 
yxm desire, that one of your neighbours sliould invite 
yoa to his feast, when he offers a sacrifice, what course 
lA'Ould you take ?" — " I would first \w\vtfc V&kv V$\ 
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mine.*' — ^**And how would you induce him to 

the charge of your affairs^ when you are on a , 

ney V — «* I should be forward to do the same 

office to him, in his absence/'^-^ If you be solic 

to remove a prejudice^ whicli he may have rec< 

against you, how would you then behave to\^ardal 

— " I should endeavour to convince him, by my 1 

words, and actions, that such prejudice was ill fi 

ed."— <<Aud if he appeared inclined to rccon 

tion, would you reproacli him with the injustice h 

done you ?'* " No,*' answered CIi»recrates ; 1 1 

repeat no grievances." <«Go," said Socratc-s," 

pursue that conduct towards your brother^ whid 

would practise to a neighbour* His friendship 

inestimable worth ; and notliing is moi-e lovely ii 

siglit of Heaven, than for brethren to dwell tpg 

in unity." peb€IV. 



SECTION V. 

i FAMILY cox VERS ATIOK". ^• 

On the Slavery of tJie JKYgroes. 

AUGUSTA. 

Mt dear papa, you once infoi*med me that, 
AVest-Indies, all laborious q}erations were perfi 
by negro slaves. Are liiose islands inhabited t] 
groes? I thought these people were natives of A 

FATHEIU 

You are right my dear ; they are, indeed, nat: 
Africa i but they have been snatched, by the h 
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ikkiQce, from their Gountry, frionds^ and connexionfi. 
I am ashamed to confess that many shi{>s arc annually 
Mnt from jliflfei-cnt parts of Enp^land, to the coast of 
Chuneay to procure slaves from that unhappy eounti-}> 
fir (he use of our West-India iskindsy wliei'c they are< 
lold to tlie planters of sug^ar plantations ; and alTcr- 
vvds employed in the hardest and most servile oeeu- 
JHitions ; and pass the rest of tlieir lives in slavery and 
VKtehedness. 

SOPHIA. 

How much my heart feels for them ! How agonizing 
M8t it be^ to be separated fi-om one*s near relations ! 
IMurents perhaps divided from their children forever; 
.lupbands from their wives ; brothers and sisters obliged 
to bid each other a final farewell ! — But why do the 
kwfli of the African states suffer their subjects to be 
fQ enielly treated 7 

. . * . MOTHER. 

Ib^r causes have operated to induce the African 
jpinee* to become assistants in Uiis infamous traffic : 
,9n4 instead of being the defenders of their harmless 
|eo|ie9 tbeiy have frequently betrayed them to their 
moit cruel enemies. The Europeans have corrupted 
:|befle ignorant rulers, by presents of rum, and other 
.opintuous liquors, of which they are immoderately 
Jbn4« They have fomented jealousies, and excited 
Iran, amongst them, merely for tlie sake of obtaining 
Hie prisoners of war for slaves. Frequently they use 
na ceremony, but go on shore in the night, set fire to a 
neighbouring village, and seize upon all the unhappy 
TiotiffiSy who pun out to escape the flames. 

CECILIA. 

What hardened hearts do the captains of tliosc sliiQH 
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possoas ! They must have beeome exltemefy ertiel^ be* 
lore they woiild undei*take sueh an employmebt. 

MOTUEK« 

Tlierc is reason ta believe that most of thi^m^ by 
the habits of sneh a life, are' become deaf to the voiee 
of pity : M c must liowcver compassionate the sitiialiQih 
of those, wliose parents have early bred them to fiiis 
pix)le6sion, before they were of an age to ehoose a cEf- 
ferent employment. But to resume the- subject of the 
negroes. M1iat I have ivlated, is only the beginning 
of their sorrows. When they are put on bcmrd the 
ships; they are crowded together in tlie hold^-wherk 
many of tliem die for want of air and lt)om, ^lieM 
have been frequent instances of tlieir throwing tlM^ 
selves into the sea, when they could find an opportiK 
nity, and seeking in death a refuge from their etiksUf^ . 
As soon as they arrive in the West-Indieii, they -aft 
carried to a public market^ where they are sold to the 
best bidder, like horses at our fairs. Their futomm 
depends much upon the disposition of the masteri^ ttiSk 
whose hands they happen to fall : fiir among the ofibr' 
seers Qf sugar-plantatioxis, there at*e some men tiffed^ 
ing and humanity ; but too generally the trediment df 
the poor negroes is veiy scvei-e. Aceustiotnefl tb-'flji 
easy indolent life, in the luxurious and plenfifid ceiiif^ 
try of Afi'ica, they find great hardship fi-om the traiia^ 
tion to a life of sevei»e labour, witliout any mixtm% tif 
indulgence to soften it. Deprived Of thid l^opd -tjf 
amending their condition, by any course of <5oiiddft 
tliey can pui-sue, they frequently abandon themselves 
tx) despair ; and die, in what is called the- seaQsmiiig, 
which is becoming inured, \\y length of time, to their 
situation* Tliey who have less isensibility and stronger 
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constitutions^ sunivc tlicir complicated misery but a 
few years : for it is generally acknowledged that they 
seldom attain the full peritMl of human life. 

AUGUSTA. 

Humanity shudders at your account ! But I have 
heard a gentleman, who had lived many years abroad, 
say, that negroes were not much siij>erior to the brutes ; 
and that they were so stupid and stubborn, that nothing 
but stripes and severity could have any influence over 
them* 

FATBER* 

That gentleman was most probably interested in 
misleading those witli wliom he convened. People, 
who reason in that manner, do not consider the dLsad< 
vantages which tlie poor negi-oes suffer fix)m want of 
eukiTation. Leading an ignorant savage life in their 
own countr}', they can have acquired no pi-evioits in- 
fiarmation : and when they fall into the hands of their 
cruel oppressors^ a life of laborious servitude, which 
scarcely affi)rds them sufficient time for sleep, deprives 
tliem of every opportunity of improving tiicii* minds* 
There is no reason to suppose that tliey differ fLX)m us 
in any thing but colour ; wliich distinction arises from 
the intense beat of their ctimate. There have been 
instances of a few, wlK)se situation has been favourable 
to improvement, who have shown strong powcra of 
mind. Those masters, who neglect the religious and 
moral instruction of their slaves, add a heavy load of 
guilt to that already incurred by thcii' share in this 
uiyust and inhuman traffic* 

CHAELES. 

My indignation rises at this recitaL Why does not 
tlie British pai*Iiament exert its power to avenge isho 

12 
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wrongs of these oppressed Africans ? What ear 
vent an act beirif^ i>assed tu forbid Englishmen 
buying and selling tduves ? 

FATHER. 

Many iiersons uf gi'cat talents and viiliie Lave 
scvci*al fruitless attempts to obtain an act for the 
tion of this trade. Men interested in its eontin 
have hitlierto frustrated these generous designs 
we may rely upon tlie goodness of that Divine 
idence» who cares for all creatui*es, tliat the da; 
come, when their rights will be considei'ed : and 
is great reason to hope, from the light alread} 
upon the siihjecty that the rising generation will ] 
justice and mercy to Intercast and policy ; and wil 
tliemsclves fivmi the odium we at pi'csent suflf 
ti*eating our frllow-crcatores in a manner unwon 
them, and uf oui*scIves. 

MOTIIEK. 

Henry, repeat that beautiful apfjstixiphc to a : 
woman, wliich you learned the otiicr day out of 
bauld's Hymns. 

HENRY. 

" Negro M'oman, who sittest pining in captivity 
weepest over thy sick child, tliough no one sees 
iGod sees thee ; though no one pities tliee, God 
thee. Raise thy voice, fiirlorn and abandoned 
tall upon him from amidst thy bonds, for assui-cd 
will hear thee.** 

CECEXIA. 

J thank -no riches could tempt me to have any i 
i» the slave trade, I criuld never enjoy peace of i 
iriiiM t thought i oontnbuted to the woes of m^ 
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MOTIIKB* 

Btxtf Cecelia^ to put }'our cunipassion to the pi-oof, 
sure you uiUing to debar youi'sdf of the numerous in- 
dulgences you enjoy, from the fruit of their labour ? 

CECELIA. 

I would forego any indulgence to alleviate their suf- 
feringei. 

Tlte rest of the Children together. 
We are all of the same mind. 

MOTHRK. 

I admire the senRibiiity of your uncorrupted hearts, 
my dear childi*en. It is tlie voice of nature and virtue- 
Listen to it on all oceasi(ms, and bring it home to your 
Umonm, and your daily practice. The same principle 
of boaevdence, which excites your just indignation at 
the cqipression of the negroes, will lead you to be gen* 
tie towards your inferiors, kind and obliging to your 
equals, and in a particidar manner condescending and 
considerate towards your domestics : requiring no more 
of ihem, than you would be willing to perform in their 
situation ; instructing them when you have opportuni- 
ty ; sympatliizing in their afflictions, and promoting 
tlieir best interests to the utmost of your power 
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CHAPTER VIL 



PROMISCUOUS PIECES. 



SECTION L 

W£ D£STB0Y pleasure by PUR8UI19G IT TOO 

GERLY. 

A BOY smitten with the colours of a butterfly^ ] 
sued it from IBower to flower with indefatigable pi 
Firsts he aimed to surprise it among the leaves i 
rose ; then to cover it with his hat, as it was feei 
6n a daisy. At one time, he hoped to secure it^ s 
revelled on a sprig of myrtle ^ and at another, g 
sure of his prize, perceiving it to loiter on a be 
violets.' But the fickle fly still eluded his atten 
At last, observing it half buried in the cup of a ti 
he rushed jforward, and snatching it with viol^ 
crushed it to pieces. Thus, by his eagerness to en 
he lost the object of his pursuit. — ^From this insta] 
young persons may learn that pleasure is but a paii 
buttei-fly ; which, if temperately pursued, may sci-v 
amuse ; but which, when embraced with too much 
dour, will perish in the grasp* 
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SECTION II. 

THE ^miSTLE. 

When I ^-as a child of seven yeai*s old, my ft'ioiid«, 
on a hoIida}v fiUcd my pockets witli balf-iK-iico. I w cnt 
directly towanis a shop where toys wci'c sold for chil- 
' dren ; and being charmed with the sound of a tckislle 
tbat I met by the way, in the hands of another hoy, I 
vdantarily offered him all my money for it I then 
egme home, and went whistling over the house, much 
pleased witii my rvhuUef but disturbing all the family. 
My brethers, and sistera, and cousins, undei-standing 
the bargain I had made, told me I had given four times 
asr much for it as it was woi'th. Tins put me in mind 
what good things I might have bought witli the rest of 
Hid money, and they laughed at roe so much for my f(»I- 
ly> tbat I cried with vexation. My I'cflections on the 
subject gave me more chagrin than the wMsUe gave 
nie pleasure. This little event, however, was after- 
wards of use to ine, the impression continuing on my 
mind : so that often, when I was tempted to buy some 
uimeee^ary thing, 1 said to myself, JDo not give too 
mttchfor the whistle ; and so I saved my mcmey. 

As I grew up, came into the world, and observed 
the actions of men, I thought I met with many, very 
many, w*ho gave too much jbr tlie whistle. 

When I saw any one too ambitious of coui-t-favour, 
sacrificing his time in attendance on levees, his repose, 
his liberty, his virtue, and perhaps his friends^ to at- 
tain it, I have said to myself, Tfiis man gives too imich 
Jbr his whittle. 



106 INTBODUCTIOX^ &«. PABT 

When I saw another fond of popularity, consdant 
employing himself in pditical bustles, neglecting I 
own affairs, and ruining them by that neglect j He pa 
indeed^ said I, too mudtfor his whhtle. 

If I knew a miser who gave up eveiy kind of con 
fortahlc living, all the pleasure of doing good to other 
all tiie esteem of his fellow^ citizens, aiul tlic joys, 
benevolent friendsliip* for the sake of accumulatii 
wealth ; Poor -man, said I^ you imked pay too much J! 
your wMsiU. 

When I met a man of pleasure sacrificing evei 
laudable improvement of mind, or of fortudc^. to.mei 
sensual gratifications ; nustaken num / said I^ yon a 
providing pain for yaitrseiff instead (f pLtasurt; yoif ^ 
too much for your whistle. 

If I saw one fond of fine clothes, fine furmtm*e».fii; 
equipages, all above his fortune, for which he contrac 
ed debts, and ended his career in pi*iaon ; alas J said . 
he has paid dear, very dear for his whistle. 

In short, I conceived that great part of the mlseiii 
of mankind, were brought upon them by the fake est 
mate they had made of the value of things^ and b 
their giving too mueUfcr their whistles. 



S^ 
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jiride. Tlicy know so well the vanity of tliose im- 
;inary perfections tliat swell the heai"t of mati^ and 
thoso little supeiTiumerary advantages of birth, for- 
nc or title, which one man enjoys above another^ that 
must certainly very much astonish, if it does not 
5ry much divert them, when they sec a mortal puffed 
> and valuing himself above his neighboui*s, on any 
' these accounts, at the same time that he is liable to 
1 the common calamities of the species. 
To set this thouglit in its true light, we shall fancy, 
you jriease, that yonder molehill is inhabited by i*ea- 
mable creatures ; and that every pismire (his shape 
id way of life only excepted) is endowed with human 
assions. How should we smile to hear one give an 
3coant of the pedigrees, dLstincti<ms and titles, tliat 
iign among them ! — Observe liow tlio whole swarm 
Indc, and make way for the pismire that passes along ! 
oil must undei*stand he is an ennnet of quality, 
nd has better bhxMl in his veins than any pismire in 
le moleliiU. Do you not sec how sensible he is of it, 
ow slow he marches foi-waiil, how the whole rabble of 
nts keep their distance ? Ilei'c 3'ou may obsene (me 
ilaced ujwn a little enjinence, and lookhig down on a long 
ow of labourers. He Is the richest insect on this side 
he hillock : he has a walk of half a yai-d in length, and 
I quai-ter of an inch in breadth ; he keeps one hundred 
ncnial sei-vants, and hi\s at least fifteen barley coi'ns in 
lis grai'iary. Ho is now chiding and enslaving the em- 
net that stands before liim, one who, for all that we 
ail discover, is as good an emmet as himself. 

But here comes an insect of rank ! Do not you per- 
^i^'c the little white straw that he carries in his mouth ? 
Jiat straw, you must understand, l\^ \sc\\3LV\Tvv^.\fw\. 
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with for the longest tract about tlic molehill : you e^jh 
iiot ecmceive what he has undergone to purchase it! 
See how the ants of all qualities and conditions swarm 
about him ! Should this straw drop out of his mouthy 
you would see all this .numerous circle of attendants 
follow th(5 next that took it up ; and leave the discard- 
ed insect, or run over his back to come to hLs suceess(»'. 
If now you have a mind to sec the ladies of the 
moleliilly observe first the pismire that listens to the 
emmet on her left -hand, at the same time t!iat she 
seems to turn away her head from him. He tells this 
poor insect that she is a superior being; that her eyes 
are brighter than the sim ; that life and death ai*e at 
her dis}X)sal. She believes him» and gives herself a 
tliousand little aire upon it. — Mark the vanity of the 
pismire on her right hand. She can scai*ee crawl witli 
age ; but you must know she values hci-self upon her 
biifli; and, if you mind, spurns at every one that comes 
witliin her reach. The little nimble coquette that is 
running by tfie side of her, is a wit. She has broken 
many a pismire-s hesivt Do but observe what a drove 
of admirers ai'c rmining after her. 

Wc wiJl here finish tl»is imaginaiy scene ; but fii*st 
of all to (li'aw the paralUi closer, we will suppose, if 
you please, that deith ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ "^"^ ^'*^ molehill, 
in t ho shape of ,^ ' fc.^J)^^^**'^'^^* ' and picks up, with- 

'>"t distinction, ti ^^\jii^'^' ^ ^^'^^^^^ ^"^^ *^^ ^^*^^'*" 

IM . V^ icc and liis day-liibourei-s, the 

'* ' ^^ gycoi)hants, with idl the la- 

l-lic beauties of the molelulL 

^^''^^'Wenr7-''^^^'ts'\/^^ t^^i^gs of suporior natures 

^^ herfnn^' '''^Hfi.:, ^^ J P^ ^U^ instances of pndc and 
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view, wben they take a survey of tlnwc \^lio inlialiit 

fhis earth ; or, (in the lan/^uage of an iiiji^'nioi.s i* rcuch 

I poet) of tliosc plsmiiTH that pcoph tiiis hraji nf c!ii*t, 

which huiaan vanity has divided into cliuiatt s and re- 

giODS? GVAIiDlA.V. 



SECTION IV. 

XmS SUPREME RULER OP THE WORLD. 

Maity kingdoms, and countries full of jjeople, and 
idands and hirgc eontintnts, and different clinir.ti s, 
make lip this whole world : Goi\ governs it. The peo- 
ple swarm upon tlie f ce of it like ants u]N)n a liiHoek. 
Some are blaek with tiie hot sun ; some eover tiiem- 
selves with fui*s against the sharp cold ; some drink of 
the fruit of the vine ; some tiie pii'asant milk of the 
cocoa-nut ; and otliei's queneh tlieir thirst witli the run- 
ning stream. All arc (iod's family ; lie knows evciy 
one of them» as the s]iepherd knows his flnk. 'J'hey 
pray to him in different langiut.e;» s, hit lie mul' jstiinds 
them all; he hears Ihem iill ; he t;*krs auv v{* ihcm 
all ; none are so great that he caiiiuit pi.nisli tut m ; 
none are so mean that he will not p^.-teet them. 

Negro woman, who sithst pining in eupfivify, and 
wcepest over thy sick cliild ; though \n one sees thee, 
God sees thee; though no one pitiis thee, Gfo pilics 
thee. Raise thy voice, forhini and ahandoncd (me; 
call upon him from amidst Uiy bou(?s; for ass u rid ly he 
will liCitr thee. — Monarch, that rul st over an h..n»ircd 
states ; whose frown is terrible as dcaih^ and whose 

K 
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armies cover the land» boast not thyself as tliough 
there wei'e none above thee. God is above thee ; hi9 
powerful arm is always over th^e ; and if thou doest 
ill^ assuredly he will punish thee. 

Nations of the earth, fear the Lord: families of 
men, call upon the name of your Gt)d. — Is thei-e any 
one whom God hath not made ? let him not worship 
him* Is there any one w liom he hath not blessed 7 let 
him not praise him. barbauxd. 



SECTION Y- 

A PERSECUTING SPIRIT REPROVEU. 

Aram was sitting at tlic door of Ids tent, under the 
tiliade of his fig-ti*ee, when it came to pass that a map» 
stricken with years, beaiing a staff in his hand, jour- 
neyed that way. And it was noon day. And Aram 
said unto the stranger, « Pass not by, I pray thee, but 
come in, and wash thy feet, and tariy here until the 
evening ; for thou art stricken with yeai's, and the 
heat ovcrcometh thee.*' And the stranger left his staff 
at the door, and entered into the tent of Aram. And 
he rested himself: and Ai'am set before him bread, 
and cakes of fine meal, baked upon the hearth. And 
Aram ble>ssed the bread, calling upcm the name of the 
Lord. But the stranger did eat, and refused to pray 
unto the Most High ; saying, " Thy Lord is not the 
Gotl of my fathers ; why therefore shoidd I present 
my vows unto him ?" And Aram's wratli was kindled ; 
$if id he called bis sei'vants, and they beat the sti*anger^ 
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9nd drove him into tlio wilderness. Now in llic even- 
ing, Aram lifted up his voice unti) the Lonl, and pray- 
ed untti him. And the Lord said, << A ram, whore is 
Qic stranger that .sojourned this day with tliee ?*' And 
Aram answeivd and said ; ^^ Behohl^ i) Lord ! he eat 
of tliy bread, and wouhl not olfer unto thee Iiis ]H'ayei's 
tud tlianksgivinji;s. Therefoiv di<I I chastise him, and 
drive him from before me into Ihc wilderness.** And 
the LoimI said unto Aram. •• Who hath made thee a 
jadgc between uie and him ? Have not I borne with 
tbinc inic|uities, and winked at thy backslidinp^ ? and 
abalt thou be severe with tliy brother, to mark his er- 
rorSy and to punish his perverscness ? Arise and follow 
the stranger ; and earry with thee oil and win<% and 
ftDoiut his bi'uises, and s]>eak kindly unto him. Foi* I, 
the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, and judgment 
bdongeth only unto me. Vain is thine oblation of 
fbanksgiving, witliout a lowly beai*!. As a bulrush 
thou mayest bow down thy head, and lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet ; but thou obeyest not the onlinanee of 
fhy God, if thy worship be for strife and debate. Be- 
bold the sacrifice that I have chosen : is it not to undo 
the heavy bui*dens ; to let the oppressed go free ; and 
to break every yoke ? to deal tliy bread to the hungry ; 
aad to bring the poor that are east out, to tliy house ?** 
And Aram trembled befoi'c the presence of God. Ar.c^ 
he a oee, and put on sackcloth and asheni ; aiid went 
out into the wilderness, to do as the Lord had com- 
manded him* percivax. 



IVZ IXTRODCCTIOX, &C. PABT I. 

SECTION VI. 

ABRAHAM AND LOT; A FINE EXAMPLE OF WISDOM 

A\D CONDKSCENSIOX. 

Domestic altercations began to perplex families 
in the very cliildhood of time; : the blood even of a 
bi-olher was slied, at an early period. But with Low 
nuieh tenderness and good sense does Abraham ^ pre". 
vent the disagreement which had neai'ly arisen, as is 
but t(K) frequently the case, fixrni the quarrels of ser- 
vants! He said unto Lot, "I pray thee, let there be 
no strife betwixt me and thee, nor between my herd- 
men and thine." And why ? For the tenderest rea- 
son in the world : « because, we are bretliren." The 
veiy image of the patriarch in the attitude of entrea^ 
ty, tlic fraterniJ tear just starting fmm his eye, is this 
moment before me : and tlius, methinks, 1 catch in- 
struction from the Up of the venerable man, as be ad- 
dresses Lot. 

" Away', my dear brother, away with strife : we 
V. ere born to be the servants of God, and the compan- 
i')!:9 of each other : as wc sprung from the same pa- 
rt' » it, so we naturally partake of the same aifections. 
We are brethren, sons of the same father ; we are 
friends ? for surely kindredship should be the most ex- 
riltvd friendship. Let us then not disagi»ce, because 
our |iercl"it " have disagreed ; since that w ere to en- 
I'ouiiifrc <'very idle pique, and senseless animosity. — 
OreaL ii**^^^*^' ^^^ ^^^^ ^"^ success since our migra- 
i^^jj iji<t^ **^*^ ^^ counti'y ; we have much substance, 
^Jd m C^^ ^^^^^* ^^^ ^vhat ! shall bi-othci-s quarrel. 
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kcause it has pleased heaven to prosper them ? This 
would be ingratitude, impiety ! But if, notwithstand- 
ing these pei'suasives, thy spirit is still troubled, let us 
separate : ratlicr tlian contend with a brother, I would^ 
Imrd as it is, even part with him for a time. Perhaps 
the occasion of dispute, (which I have already forgot- 
ten) will soon be no more remembei'cd by thee. la 
not the whole land beforo thee ? Take then my bles- 
sing and my embrace, and sepai*atc thyself li-om me. 
To thee is submitted the advantages of choice ; if thou 
wilt, take tlie left hand, tlien, that I may not appear 
to thwart thee unbrotherly, I will take the rightp— or 
if thou art more inclined to the country which lies 
upon iiie right, then will I go to the left. Be it as 
thou wilt, and whithersoever thou goest, happy may- 
est ihou be !^ 

liot listened to his brother, and departed. He cast 
his eyes on the well-watered plains of Jordan. When 
he separated, it appears to have been witli the hope of 
increasing his wealth : while Abraham, actuated by the 
kindest motives^ often, no doubt, pressed his bitither's 
hand ; and often bade him adieu ; and even followed 
him to repeat his farewell wishes^ ere he could suffer 
him to depart. mbuaotu. 



SECTION ya. 



THE GENEROUS NEGRO^ 



Joseph Rachei., a respectable Negro, resided in 
the island of Barbadoes. He was a trader, and dealt 
chiefly in the retail way. In lus businessi he conduct- 
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ed himsclt so fairly and complaisantly, that in a tb¥ 
filled with littlo pi^^dling shops, his doors were tlironj 
ed with customers. I have often dealt with him, ai 
always found him remarkably honest and obli^ 
If any one knew not where to obtain an article, Josei 
would endeavour to pix>cure it, witliout making ai 
advantage for liimself. In short, his character was ; 
fair, his msmners so generous, that the best peop 
showed hiin a regaitl, which tliey often deny to men 
their own colour, because they are not blessed withfl 
like goodness of heai*t. 

In 1756 a fire happened, which burned down gre 
part of the town, and ruined many of the inhabitant 
Joseph lived in a quarter that escaiicd the destructioi 
and expressed hi^ thankfulness, by softening the di 
tresses of his neighbours. Among those wlio had k 
their proi)erty by this heavy misfortune, was a man 
whose family, Joseph, in the early part of his life, oi 
ed some obligations. Tliis man, by too great haqnti 
ity, an excess very common in the West-Indies, ht 
involved himself in difficulties before the fire hapipe 
ed ; and his estate lying in houses, that event coc 
pletely ruined him. Amidst the cries ai misery ai 
want which excited Joseph's compassicm, this man 
unfortimate situation claimed particular notice. Tl 
generous, tlie open temper of the sufferer, the oblig 
tions Uiat Joseph had to his family, wei-e special ai 
powerful motives for acting towards him the part of 
friend. 

Joseph had his bond for sixty pounds sterling. « U: 
Ibrtunate man !** said he, « this debt shall never con 
against thee. I sincerely wish thou couldst settle i 
Ihy «tbef afifUfs as easily ! But how am I sure fhai 
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shall keep in tliis mind ? May not th(; love of ganu 
especially when, hy Ieii.jj;th of tiine^ thy niisfoilune shall 
become familiar to me, retuni with too stniii);; a euntnt. 
and bear down my fellow feelinp; hefoiT! it ? But for 
this I have a i-emedy. Never shalt thou apply for the 
assistance of any friend a.e;ainHt my avai'ice/' He 
arose, ordered a large account that the man had with 
liim, to be drawn out; and in a whim^ that might have 
called up a smile on the^ face of charity* filled hispipe, 
sat down again, twisted the bond and lighted his ])ii)c 
with it. While tlie account was drawing out, he con- 
tinued sni(»king in a state of mind that a monarch 
might envy.' When it was finished, ho went in search 
of his friend, with the discharged account, and the mu- 
tilated bondy in his hand. On meeting him, he pre- 
sented the papera to him with this address ; <^ Sir I 
am sensibly affected with your misfortunes ; the obli- 
gations I have i*eeeivcd from your family, give me a 
Klotion to every branch of it. I know that your ina- 
bQity to pay what you owe," gives you more uneasiness 
than the , loss (tf your own substance. That you may 
not be anxious on my account in particular, accept of 
tiiis di8ch^U*ge, and the remains of your bond. I am 
overpaid in the satisfaction that I feel, from having 
done my duty. I beg you to consider this only as a 
token of the happiness you will confer upon me, when- 
fver you put it in my power to do you a good office. 

BAMSAT. 
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SECTION VIII. 

A GBTnSRJOrS MITn) DOES NOT REPUrE AT THE AD- 

yANTAGES OTHERS EX JOY. 

Eter cliarmingy ever new, 

When wUl the landscape tire the view ! 

The fountain's fall, tlie river's flow. 

The woody vaUics warm and low ; 

The windy summit wild and Iiigh 

Rougldy rushing on tlic sky ; 

The pleasant seat, tlie ruin'd tower. 

The naked rock, the shady hower ; 

The town and village, dome and farm. 

Each gives each a double charm. dtbb. 

Alexis was repeating tliese lines to Euj^ironius, wbo 
was reclined upon a seat in one of his fields, enjoying 
the real beauties of nature which the poet describes. 
The evening was serene, and the landscape appeai*ed 
in all the gay uttire of light and shade. ^ A man of 
lively imagination,'' said Euplironius, << has a proper- 
ty in every thing which he sees : and you may now 
conceive yourself to be the proprietor of the vast ex- 
panse around us ; and exult in the happiness of myri- 
ads of living creatures, who inhabit the woods, the 
lawns, and the mountains, which present themselves to 
our view." The house, garden, and pleasure gi'ounds 
of Eugcnio formed a part of the prospect : and Alexis 
expressed a jocular wish, that he had more than an 
imaginary property in those possessions. "Banish 
the ungenerous dcsure," said Euphronius; "for if 70a 
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indulge such emotions as thesr, your hoart Mill S(K)ii 
become a prey to envy and discontent. Knjoy, with 
latitude, the blessin<;s which you have received from 
the liberal hand of iVovidenee ; increase thcni if \ou 
^ian with honour and credit, by a c!ilij[^''nt attention to 
"the business for which you iire des'/^ni-d ; and thou;^h 
^our own cup may not be filled, rejoice that your m i.i^h- 
lour's overflows with plenty. Honour the abilities, and 
<^mulate the virtues of Ei;(;^( nio; but repine not that 
lie is wiser, richer, or more jjowerful, than yourself. 
His foilune is exiicnded in acts of humanity, generos- 
ity and hospitality, ilis superior tsdents are applied 
to the instruction of his children ; to the assistance of 
his friends ; to the encouragement of agriculture, and 
of eveiy useful art ; and to supjKnl the cause of liber- 
ty and the rights of mankind. And his power is ex- 
erted to punish the guilty, to protect the innocent, tm 
rewaiti the good, and to disti*ibute justice with an equal 
hand to all. I feel the affection of a brother for Eh- 
genio; and esteem myself singularly happy in his 
:£riendship." pkucitax* 



SECTION IX. 

- U^GENUITY ANS INDUSTRY IlEWAIlDKIl. 

A RICH husbandman had two sons, the one exactly 
a year older than the other. I'he vei-y day the second 
was born, he set, in the entrance of his (urhani, two 
young apple trees, of equal size, which he ci.ltivated 
with the same care, and which grew so ecymally^ t^^sl 
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no pcfson could jicpceive the least difference between 
them. When his cliihhrn were capable of handling 
garden-tiolsy he took tliein one fine nioming in sjn'ing» 
to Hce these t^o trees which he had planted for theiUf 
and cidled after tlieir names ; and when they had suffi- 
ciently admirt^d their gi-owth, and the number of bhw- 
son)s that covei'ed them^ he SimU ** My dear children^ 
I js;ivc you these trees : you see tliey ai*e in a good con- 
dition. They will thrive as much by your care, as 
they will decline by your negligence ; and their fi-uit 
will I'eward you in propoi-tion to your labour." 

The youngest, named Edmund, was industiHOus and 
attentive. He busied himself in clearing his tree of 
insects that would liuit it, and he pix)pped up its stemf 
to prevent its taking a wi'ong bent. He loosened the 
earth about it, that the warmth of the sun, and the 
moisture of tlie dows, might cherish the roots. Hia 
motiier had not tended him more carefuUy in his in- 
foncy, than he tended his young apple tree. 

His brother, Moses, did not imitate his example.--* 
He spent a gi'eat deal of time on a mount that was 
near, tlirowing stones at the passengers in the road. 
He went among all the little dii-ty country boys in the 
neighbourliood, to box with them ; so that he was ckf- 
ten seen with broken shins and black eyes, frpm the 
kicks and blows he received in his quan*els. In shorty 
he neglected his tree so far, tliat he never thought of 
it, till, (me day in autumn, he, by ciiance, saw £d- 
mun<t\s tree so full of apples, streaked with purple 
and gold, that hatl it not been for the props which sup- 
poKed its branches, the weight of its fruit must have 
bent it to the gi^ound. Struck with the sight of so fine 
a treCi he hastened to his own, hoping to find as large 
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a crop upon it : butt to his great surprise, he sa^ 
scaitsely any thing exeopt branches covered w ith moss, 
and a few yeliiiw withered leavcK. Full of passion and 
jealousy, he ran to his father, and said : ** Father, 
wbat sort of a ti*ee Is that which you have given me ? 
It is as dry as a broomstick ; and 1 shall not have ten 
apples on it. My b]*other you liavc used better : bid 
hvaif at least, sliare his apples with me/*—- <«Sharc with 
you !*' said his father ; <« so the industrious must lose 
bis labour, to feed tlie idle ! Be satisfied with your 
kt : it is tiie effect of your negligence ; and do not 
think to accuse me of injustice, when you see your 
brother's ricli ci-op. Your tree was as fruitful, and in 
as good onler as liis : It bore as many blossoms, and 
grew in the same soil, only it was not fostei'cd with 
the same cai*e. Edmund lias kept liis tree clear of 
hurtful insects ; but you have suffered them to eat up 
yours in its bhissom. As I do not choose to let any 
filing whicli God has given me, and for which I hold 
myself accountable to hiin, go U) ruin, I shall take tliis 
tree, from you, and call it uo more by your name. It 
raust pass through your bi'othcr's liands, before it can 
recover itself; and fi*om this moment, both it, and the 
fruit it may bear, are his pi-operty. You may, if you 
"Will, go into the nurseiy, and look for another ; and 
pear it, to make amends for your fault : but if you 
ncgleot it, that too shall be given to your brother, for 
assisting me in my labour/* 

Moses felt the justice of his father's sentence, and 
the. wisdom of his design. He therefore went that 
moment into the nursery, and chose one of the most 
thriving apple trees he could find. Edmimd assisted 
him with his adncc in rearing it ; and Mose^ <kv^.- 



120 nrTRODrcTioir, &c. ' past i. 

braced every occasion of paying attention to it* He 
was now never out of humour with his comrades, and 
still less with hinisdf ; for he applied cheerfully to 
work : and in autumn he had the pleasure of seeing 
his tree fully answer his hopes. Thus, he had the 
double advantage of enricliing himself with a sidendid 
crop of fruit, and, at the same timci of subduing the 
viciods habits he had contracted. 

His father was so well pleased with this change^ 
tliat, the following year, he divided the produce of a 
small orchard between him and lus brother. 

BEKquisr. 



SECTION X. 

ON SISTERLY VSITY AND LOVE. 

" Observe those two hounds, that are coupled to- 
gethoiy' said Buphninius to Lucy and Emilia, who 
wrre l(K)king thi*oiigb the window. ** How they tor- 
inciit cacli otlior by a disagi'cenient in their pui-suits ! 
One is for movin.i^ slowly, and the other vainly urges 
rmward. The larger dog now sees some object that 
tonij)ts him on this side : and mark how he drags his 
conij)anion along, wlio is exeiling all liis efforts to pur- 
sue a different route ! Thus tliey will continue all day 
at variance, pulling each other in opixxsitc diiTctions^ 
when they might, by kind and mutual compliances, pass 
on easily, mernly and happily.'^ 

Luey and Emilia concurred in censuring the folly 
and ill-nature of these doings ; and Euphronius ex- 
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{vessed a tender \ri8h, that he niiglit never see any 
thing similar in their behaviiHir to each other. <* Na- 
ture^'* said he, << has linked you together by the near 
equality of age ; by your common relation to the most 
indulgent pai*ents; by the endearing ties of sisterhooil ; 
and by ail those generous sympathies which have boen 
fostered in your basoms, fi'om your earliest iniuncy. 
liCt these silken coitls of mutual love continue to unite 
you in the same pui^suits. Suffer no allurements to 
draw you different ways ; no contradictory passions 
to distract your friendship ; nor any selfisli views, or 
sordid jealousies, to render those bonds uneasy and op-^ 
pressive, which are now your ornament^ your strength, 
and your happiness." pekcivax. 



SECTION XL 



ON GOOD BREEDING. 



As learning, honour and virtue, are absolutely ne- 
cessar}' to gain, you the esteem and admiration of man- 
kind, politeness and good breeding arc equidly necessa- 
ry to make you agreeable in conversation and common 
life. Great takvnts are above the generality of the 
^'Orld, who neither iK)ssess them themselves, nor judge 
of them rightly in others : but all people are judges of 
the smaller talents, such as civility, affability, and an 
obliging agreeable address and manner ; because they 
feel the effects of them, as making society easy and 
pleasing. Good sense must, in many casis, detiTmine 
good breediJig ; but there are some general rules of it^ 

I. 
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that alwaj^ hold ti'ue. For example, it- is extremel; 
rude not to give proper attention and a civil answer^^ 
>vhen people speak to you ^ or to go away, or be doin^ 
something else, while they are speaking to you ; 8110 
that convinces them that you despise them, and do 
think it worth your wltile to hear and answer wh 
they say. It is also very rude to take the best pi 
in a room ; or to seize immediately uprni what y 
like at table, without offering first to help others, 
if you considered noliody but yourself. On the con- 
trary, you sliould always endeavour to procure all thotm 
conveniences you can, to the people you ai'e with. 

Besides being civil, which is absolutely neceasary^^ 
the i)erfection of go(Kl breeding is, to be civil with:^ 
ease, and in a becoming manner. — Awkwardness can ^ 
proceed but from two causes ; either fi-om not having "^ 
kept good company, or from not having attended to it. ^ 
Attention is absolutely necessary for imi)roving in be- - 
haviour, as indeed it is for every thing else. If an - 
awkward pers(m drinks tea or coffee, he often scalds - 
his mouth, and lets either the cup or the sauoer fall, 
and spills the tea or coffee on his clothes. At dinner, 
his awkwaiMlncss distinguishes itself particularly, as he 
has more to do. There he holds his knife, fork, and 
spoon, differently from other people 5 eats, with his 
knife to the gi'eat danger of his lips ; picks his teeth 
with his fork ; and puts his spoon, which has been in 
his mouth twenty times, into the dishes again. If he 
is to carve, he can never hit the joint ; but in his vain 
efforts to cut through the bone, scatters the sauce in 
every body's face. He generally daubs himself with 
soup and gre:i8e, though liis napkin is commonly stuck 
througb a buttonhole, and tickles his clun. When he 
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I driiiks, he couglis in his gKiss, and besprinkles t* c 
company. Besides all tliis, he has strange tricks and 
gestures ; such as snuffing up his nose, making faces, 
glutting his fingc^rs in his nose, or blowing it and look- 
ing afterwards in his handkei*chief, so as greatly to 
dl^ust the company. His hands ai*e troublesome to 
lim, when he has not something in them, and he docs 
not know whei*e to put them, but kcei)s them in per- 
petual motion. All tbis, I own, Ls not in any degreo 
criminal ; but it Ls highly disagreeable and ridiculous 
in company | and ougbt most carefully to be guarded 
against, by every one tbat desii^es to please. 

There is, likewise, an awkw airiness of expression 
and woixls, which ought to be avoided ; such its fidso 
English, bad pronunciation, old sayings, and vulgar 
proverbs ; which ai'e so many proofs of a poor educa- 
tion. For example, if, instead of saying tbat tastes 
are different, and that every man has his own peculiar 
one, you should let off a vulgar proverb, and say, 
*< That what is one man's meat is another man*s poi- 
son;*' or else, << Every one to his liking, as the good 
man said when he kissed his cow ;'' the company would 
be pcrauaded tbat you had never associated with any 
but low pci*9ons. 

To mistake or forget names ; to speak of '< What- 
d'ye-call-him,'* or <*Thingum,'' or •♦ How-d'ye-call- 
hcr,*' is excessively awkward and vulgar. To begin 
a story or narration, when you are not perfect in it, 
and cannot go through with it, but arc foi*ced, }K)ssibly, 
to say in the middle of it, « I have forgotten the rest,** 
is very unpleasant and bungling. One must be ex- 
tremely exact, clear, and perspicuous, in every thing 
one says ; othei*wise, instead of entertaining oc m{i;^\^QGkr 
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iiy others, one only tires and puzzles tliem. The Toice 
and manner of speal^ing tao, are not to be neglected. 
Some people almost shut their mouths when they speak^ 
and mutter so, that they are not to be understood ; oth- 
ers speak 80 fast, and sputter, that they are equally 
unintcUigible. Some always speak as loud as if they 
were talking to deaf people ; and others so low, that 
one cannot hear them. All these, and many other ha- 
bits, are awkward and disagreeable? and are to be 
avoided by attention. You cannot imagine how neces- 
saiy it is to mind all tliese little things. I have seen 
many people, with great talents, ill received, far 
want of having these talents too; and others well re- 
ceived, only tvom their little talents, and who had nb 

gl*eat ones. CHESTEBVIKLDk ~ 



SECTION XIL 

I5aOX£NT DEPORTMENT TOWARDS INFERIORS 

REPROVED. 

Saccharissa was about fifteen years of age. Na- 
ture had given ber a high spii*it, and education had fos- 
tered it into pride and haughtiness. This temper was 
displayed in every little competition, which she had 
with her companions. Sh^ could not brook the least 
opposition from those whom she regarded as her infe- 
rioi's ; and if they did not instantly submit to her in* 
clination, she assumed all her airs of dignity, and 
treated them with the most supercilious contempt. She 
«i/iaunecred over her father's servants ; always com- 
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manding tlieir good offices i.vitli the voice of authoritVf 
and disdaining the gentler language of request. Eu- 
phronius was one day walking with her, whc»n the gar- 
dener brought her a nosegay, whicli she had ordered 
him to collect. " Blockhead !" slie cried, as he deliv- 
ered it to her; « what strange Bowel's you have chos- 
en, and how awkwardly you have put th«'m togeth- 
er i" "Blame not the man with so much harHiiness,*' 
said Euphronius. "because his taste is different from 
yours ! he meant to i>lease you ; and his good intention 
merits your thanks and n<)t your censure." " Tlianks !** 
replied Saccharissa, scornfully. <«^He Is paid for his 
services, and it is his duty to perform them.*' " And 
if he does perform them, he acquits himself of his du- 
^y,** returned Euphronius.'* « The obligation is ful- 
filled on his side ; and you have no more right to up* 
braid him for executing your onlei's acex)i'ding to jiis 
best ability, than he has to claim, from your father, 
liiore wages than were covenanted to be given him." 
'< But he is a poor dependent," said SacchaiMssa, << and 
earns a livelihood by his daily labour." " That liveli- 
hood," answered Euphronius, « is the just price of liLs 
labour ; and if he receive nothing faillier from your 
hands, the account is balanced between you. But a 
generous person compassionates the lot of those, who 
are obliged to toil for his benefit or gratifieation. lie 
Ugbtens their burdens; treats them with kindness and 
affection ; studies to promote their interest and happi- 
juess ; and,^ as much as possible, conceals from them 
llieir servitude, and his superiority. On the distinc- 
tiohs of rank and fortune, he does not set too high a 
yalue : and though the circumstances of life re(iuii*e, 
that there should be hewers of wood and di*awers of 

X2 



126 INT&ODUCTIONi &Cp 7ABTX« 

water, yet he forgets not that mankind are by natiii'<3 
pqiial ; all being the offspring of God, the subjcets c^i 
his nioi*al government, and Joint heirs of immoi'talit^-^ 
A conduct directed by such principles, gives a maste ^ 
claims, which no money can purchase, no labour ca:3^ 
repay. His affection can only be compensated by love 
his kindness by gratitude ; and his cordiality, by th^* 
Service of the heai-t.*' pekcivai^ 



SECTION xni. 

CATHARINA, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA. 

Catharina A1.EX0WNA, born neai' Derpatj a little^ 

city in Livonia, was heir to no other inheritance than^ 
the virtues and frugality of her parents. Her fathe 
being dead, she lived with her aged mother^ in their* 
cottage covered with sti'aw; and both, though very 
poor, were very contented. Here, retired from thc^ 
gaze of the world, by the labour of her hands, she sup* 
ported her parent, who was now incapable of support- 
ing herself. Wliile Cathainna spun, the old woman 
would sit by and read some book of devotion. When 
the fatigues of the day wei-e over, both would sit down 
contentedly by their fire-side, and enjoy their frugal 
meaJ. Though Catharina's face and person wer^ mo- 
dels of perfection, yet her whole attention seemed bes- 
towed upon her mind. Her mother taught her to 
read, ^^^ sui old Lutheran minister instructed her in 
l^rg^^s and duties of religion. Nature had fur- 
loot (mly with a ready, but a solid turn of 
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thought; not only with a stronjs^, but a right understand- 
ing. Her virtues and accomplishments pi'oc^ired her 
^veral srilicitations of mairiage, tvtnn the {peasants of 
tte country : but their offers were refiised ; for she 
fcved her mother too tenderly to think of a separation, 
Catharina was fifteen years old when lier mother 
tf ed. She tlien left her cottage, and went (o live with 
tile Lutheran minister, by \\liom she had been instruct- 
^ from her childhood. In his house she resided, in 
5|uality of govemess to his children ; at once rcconcil- 
^ in her character, unerring prudence witli sui'pris- 
ing vivacity. The old man, who i^egarded her as one 
of his own children, had her instructed in the elegant 
parts of ^female education, by the masters who attend- 
ed tlie rest of his familr. Thus she continued to im- 
prove till he died; by which accident she was induced 
to her former povert}-. The country of Livonia was 
at this time wasted by war, and lay in a miserable 
state of desolation. Those calamities are ever most 
heavy upon the poor; wherefore Catharina, thougli 
possessed of many accomplishments, experienced all 
the miseries of hopeless indigence. Provisions be- 
coming every day more scarce, and her private stock 
being entirely exhausted, she resolved at last to travel 
to Marlenburgh, a city of greater plenty. 

With her scanty wardix)be packed up in a wallet, 
^e set out on her journey, on foot. She was to walk 
through a region miserable by nature, but rendered 
still more^ideous by the Swedes and Russians, who, 
.as each happened to become master, plundered it at 
discretion : but hunger had taught her to despite the 
dangers and fatigues of the way. One evening, upon 
Jier journey, as she had entered a cottage by the way- 



128 INTBODUCTloy, &C. TABT h 

Bide, to take up )icr lodging for the nighty she was in- 
siillod liy two Swedish soldiers. They might, probs^ 
bly, liave carried tlieir insults into violence. Lad not a 
subaltern officer, accidently passing by, come in to her 
assistance. - Upon his appealing, the soldiers immedi- 
ate ly desisted; but her thankfulness was hardly greater 
than her surprise, when she instantly i*ecoIlected, in 
her deliverer, the son of tlie Lutheran minister, her 
former instructor, benefactor and friend. This was a 
happy inter\'icw for Catharina. The little stock of 
money she had brought tvom Iwme was by this time 
quite exhausted ; her clothes were gone, piece by piece, 
in order to satisfy those who had entertained her in 
their houses: Her generous countryman, therefore, 
parted with what he could spare, to buy her clothes ; 
furnished her with a horse ; and gave her letters of 
recommendation to a faithful friend of his fatlier's^ the 
superintendant of Maiienburgh. 



SEeTION XIV. 

THE SAME SVBJECT CONTPIlirED. 

The beautiful stranger was well received at Marien- 
burgh. She was immediately admitted into the su]ier- 
intendant's family, as governess to his two daughters 5 
and, though but seventeen, showed herselWiapable of 
instructing her sex, not only in virtue, but in politeness. 
Such were her good sense and beauty, that her master 
himself in a short time offered her his hand 5 which, 
to his great surprise^ she thought proper to refuse.—; 
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itcd by a principle of gi*atitu(lc9 she was resolved 
rvy iier deliverer only, though he had lost an arm, 
^as otherwise disfigured by wounds, itieeived in 
jrvice. In order, tliereforc, to prevent further 
:ations from others, as soon as the officer came to 
upon duty, she oflered him her hand, which he 
ted with joy ; and their nuptials wei-c accord- 
solemnized. But all the lines of her fortune were 
strikuig. The very day on which they wei*® mar- 
thQ Russians laid siege to Marienburgh. Tiie 
»py soldier was immediately ordered to an attack, 
which he never returned, 
khe mean time, the siege went on with fury, ag- 
ted on one side by obstinacy, on the other by re- 
5. The war between the two northern powers at 
ime was truly bai'barous : tlie innocent peasant, 
lie hai*mless virgin, often shared the fate of the 
r in arms. Marienburgh was taken by assault; 
uch was the fury of the assailants, that not only 
urison, but almost all the inhabitants, men, wo- 
ind children, were put to the sword. At length, 
the cai'nage was pretty well over, Catharina was 
hid in an oven. She had hitherto been poor, but 

she was now to conform to her hard fate, and 
what it was to be a slave. In this situation, 
rer, she behaved with piety and humility ; and 
h misfortunes had abated her vivacity, yet she 
heeH||). The fame of her merit and resignation 
ed even prince MenzikofiT, the Russian general. 
?sired to see her ; was pleased with her appear- 

bought her from the soldier, her master 5 and 
1 her under the direction of his own sister. Here 
as treated with all the respect N\biQ\v \tfst \wk^ 
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deserved, while her beauty every day improved with 
her g<K)d fortune. 

She had not been long in this situation, when Peter 
the Great, paying the prince a visit, Catharina hap- 
pened to come in with some di^ fruits, which she serv- 
ed round with peculiar modesty. The mighty monarch 
Saw her, and was struck with her beauty. He i*etum- 
ed the next day ; called for the beautiful slave ; asked 
her several questions, and found the charms of her 
mind superior even to those of her pei^son. He had 
been foi^ced, when young, to many fi-om motives of 
intei-est ; he was now iH?solved to maiTy pursuant to hia 
own inclinations. He immediately enquired into tlie 
history of the fair Livonian, who was not yet eighteen^ 
He traced her tlirough the vale of obscurity, through 
the vicissitudes of her fortune ; and found her truly 
great in them all. The meanness of her birth was no 
obstruction to his design. The nuptials were 8(dem» 
nized in private; the prince declaring to his courtiers^ 
that virtue was tlie ppeperest ladder to a tilircme. 

We now sec Catharina, raised fi-om the low, mud- 
walled cottage, to be empress of the greatest king- 
dom upon earth. The poor solitary w^anderer is now 
sun*oundod by thousands, who find happiness in hef 
smile. She, who formerly wanted a meal, is now cap- 
able of diffusing plenty upon whole nations. To bet 
good foilunc she owed a part of 4;his pre-eminence, but 
to her virtues more. She ever after reliined tliose 
great qualities which fii-st placed her on a throne : and 
while the extraordinary prince, her husband, laboured 
for the reformation of his male subjects, she studied^ 
in her turn, tlie impi'ovemeiit of her own sex. She 
altered theii* dresses : introduced mixed assemblies : 
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instituted an oi-dcr of female kni.^hthoocl ; promoted 
piety and virtue ; and at length, when she had great- 
ly fiU<*d all th* HtutionH of empress, friend, wife, and 
motber^ bravely died without iTgret— n gretted by alL 

G0I.D8MITH, 



SECTION XV. 

TIIK HOSPITABLE NEGRO WOMAN. 

Thb enterprising traveller, Miingo Park, w-as em- 
ployed by the African Association, to explore the in- 
terior regioas of Africa. In this haznnloiis under- 
t^ing, he encounteiTd many dangers and difficulties. 
His wants were often supplied, and liis distresses sdlc- 
Tiatedy by the kindness and compassion of the negroes. 
He gives the following livelv and inteivsting accoimt 
of the hospitable treatment he received fn)m a poor 
negro woman : 

«< Being arrived at Sego, the capital of the kingdom 
of Bambari*a, situated on tlic banks of the Niger, I 
wished to pass over to that part of the town in which 
the king resides : but, from tlic nuniber of persrms 
eager to obtain a passage, I was under the necessity of 
waiting two hours. During this time, the people who 
had crossed^the river, carried information to Manst^ng, 
Uie king, that a wliite man was waiting for a passage, 
and was coming to sec him. He immediately st nt 
over one of his chief men, who informed me that the 
king could not jwssibly see me until he knew what had 
brought me into his country 5 and that I lav^lwa^Ys^^- 
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sume to cross the river without the king's permissioiu 
He therefore advised me to lodge, for lliat night, at a 
distant village to which he jiointed ; and said that in 
tli<' morning he would givo. me further instiiictions how 
to conduct myself. This was \cry discouraging.-^ 
However, as there was no remedy, I set off for the vil- 
lage ; where I found, to my great mortification, that 
no pci*son would admit me into his house. From prej- 
udices infused into their minds, I was regarded with 
astonishment and fear ; and was obliged to sit the whole 
day without victuals, in the shade of a tree. 

The night threatened to be very uncomfortable ; for 
the wind i-ose, and there was great appearance of a 
licavy rain : the wild beasts too were so numerous in 
the noiglibourhood, that I should have been under tlie 
necessity of climbing up the tree, and resting among 
the branches. About Sijnset, however, as I was pi-e- 
paring to pass the nigift in this manner, and had turned 
my horse loose, that he miglit gi»aze at liberty, a negro 
woman, returning from the laboui's of the field, stopped 
to observe me : and, perceiving that I was w-eary and 
dejected, enquired into my situation. I briefly explain- 
ed it to her ; after wliicli, with looks of great compas- 
sion, she took up my saddle and bridle, and told me 
to follow her. Having conducted me into her hut, she 
liglited a lamp, spread a mat on the floor, and told me 
I miglit remain there for the night. Finding that I 
was very hungry, she went out to pixKiure me some- 
thing to cut ; and returned in a sliort time with a veiy 
fine fish ; which, having caiised it to be Iialf broiled 
upon some embei'S, she gave me for supper. The rites 
of hospitality being thus performed towards a stranger 
in distress, my worihy benefactress, (pointing to the 
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maty and telling mo I might sleep thci'e witliout appi-e- 
heoBioii) called to the female part of her family, Avko 
had stood gazing on me all the while in fixed astonish- 
ment, to resume their task of spinning cotton ; in which 
they GontinQed to employ themselves great part of die 
night 

** They lightened their labour by songs, one of which 
was composed extempore ; for I was mys(*lf the sub- 
ject of it. It was sung by one of the young woinm, 
the rest joining in a sdrt of chorus. The air was sweet 
and plaintive, and the words literally translated, were 
these : « The winds roared, and the rains fell. — ^Thc 
poor white man, faint and weary, came and sat under 
our tree. — ^He has no mother to bring him milk ; no 
wife to ginnd his corn. Cliorus. Let us pity the white 
man : no mother has he to brink him milk ; no wife 
to grind his corn.^'* Trifling as these events may ap- 

* These simple and pathetic sentiments have been 
very beautifully versified and expanded by the dutch- 
ess of Devonshire. The following is a copy of this 
little intelvsting piece of poetry : 

The loud wind roar'd, the rain fell fast ; 

The white man yielded to the blast. 

He sat him down beneath tlie tree. 

For weary, sad, and faint was he : 

And ah ! no wife or mother's care. 
For him the milk or corn prepare. 

CHonus. 

Tlic white man shall our pity share : 
Alas ! no wife or mother's care, 
For him the milk or com prepare, 

M 
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pear to the reader, thgr were to me affecting in tfa& 
highest degree. I wtfSFoppressed by such unexpected 
kindness ; and sleep fled from my eyes. In the moriK 
ing I presented my compassionate landlady with two^ 
of the four brass buttons which remained on my waist* 
coat : the only recompense it was in my power to make 
her," ' park's tkateu. 

The storm is o'er, tlie tem])cst past. 
And mercy's voice has hushM the blast : 
The wind is heard in whispers low : 
The white man far away must go 5 
But ever in his heart will bear 
Remembrance of the negro's care. 

CH0RI7S. 

Gk), white man, go; but witli thee bear 
The negro's wish, the negro's pray'r^ 
Bcmenibranee of the negro's care. 



SECTION XVI. 

VIRTUE AND HAPPINESS E^UAXLT ATTAINABXE BT 

THE RICH AND THE POOR. 

The man to whom God has given riches, and bless- 
td witli a mind to employ them aright, is peculiarly 
fovoured and highly distinguished. He looks on his 
wcaltli witli pleasure, because it affords him the means 
to do good. He pix)tects the poor that arc injured ; ho 
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suffers not the mighty to oppress the weak. He seeks 
out objects of compassion ; he cnquii*cs into their 
wants; he relieves them with judgment, and without 
ostentation. He assists and rewai-ds merit; lie en- 
courages ingenuity, and liberally promotes every use- 
ful design. He carries on great works, his country is 
enriched, and the labourer is employed ; he forms new 
schemes, and the arts receive improvement. He con- 
siders the superfluities of his table as belonging to the 
poor of his neighbourhood : and he defrauds them not. 
The benevolence of his mind is not checked by his for- 
tune ; he rejoices, thei*eforc, in riches, and his joy 
is blameless. 

The virtuous poor man also may rejoice ; for he has 
many reasons. He sits down to his morsel in })eace ; 
his table is not crowded ^>ith flatterers and devoui'ers. 
•He is not embarrassed with a train of dependents, nor 
leased with tiie clamours of sdiicitation. Debarred from 
ihe dainties of the rich, he escapes also their diseases. 
-The bread that he eats, is it not sweet to his taste ? 
•tlie water he drunks, is it not pleasant to his thirst ? 
Tea, far more delicMus than the richest draught of the 
Inxurioua. His labour preserves his healti), and prO^ 
eiires him a repose, to which the downy bed of sloth 
18 a stranger. He limits his desires with humility ; 
•and the calm af contentment is sweeter to his soul than 
an the acquisitions of wealth and grandeur. — ^Let not 
the rich, therefore, presume on his riches, nor the poor 
in his poverty yield to despondence : for the providence 
of God dispenses happiness to them both. 

ECOJ^rOMl' OF HlTMAir tlKB. 
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SECTION xvii: 

« 

THE CHARACTEB OF CHBIST. 

^ViioEVEE considers^ Vith attention« the character 
of GUI* blessed Lord, as it may be collected from the 
various incidents and actions of his lifci (for there are 
no laboured descriptions of it> no encomiums upon it* 
by his own disciples) will soon discover that it was^ in 
every respect, the most perfect that was ever made 
known to mankind. If we only say of him, what 
even Pilate said of him, and what his bitterest ene- 
mies cannot and do not deny^ thai we can find no fouU 
in him^ and that the whole tenor of his life was blame- 
less, this is more than can be said of any other person 
that ever came into the world. But this is going a 
vei*} little way indeed in the excellence of his charac* 
ter. He was not only free from every failing, but he 
possessed and practised every imaginable virtue. To^ 
wards his heavenly Father he expressed the most ar- 
dent love, the most fervent, yet rational devotion f *and 
displayed, in his whole conduct, the most absolute re- 
signation to his win, and obedience to his commands. 
His manners were gentle, mild, condescending, and 
gracious ; his heart overflowed with kindness, compas- 
sion, and tenderness to the whole human race. The 
great employment of his life, was to do good to flie 
bodies and souls of men. In this, all his thoughts, and 
all his time, were constantly and almost incessantly 
occupied. He went about dispensing his blessings to 
all around him, in a thousand different ways ; healing 
ifiseases^ rthevmg infinnitieS) corveclvw^ ^vrorS) re- 
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moving prejudieos; promoting piety, justicci charity, 
peace, and harmony ; and crowding into the narrow 
compass of his ministry more acts of mercy and com- 
passion, than the longest life of the most benevolent 
man upon earth ever yet produced. Over his own 
passions lie had obtained the most complete command : 
andtliough his patience was continually put. to the se- 
terest trials, yet he was never overcome, never be- 
trayed into any intemperance or excess in woi'd or 
deed^ ^^ never once spake unadvisedly with his lips." 
He endured the crudest insults from his enemies, with 
the utmost composure, meekness, patience, and resig- 
nation I displayed astonishing fortitude under a mc^ 
paiaful and ignominious death ; and to crown all, in the 
very midst of his torments on the cross, implored for- 
^veness for his murderers, in that divinely chaiitable 
prayer, " Father, forgive them^ for they know not what 
ihey do." 

Kor was his wisdom inferior to his virtues. Tlie 
doctrines he taught were tlie most sublime, and the 
most important^ that were ever before delivered to man- 
Jdnd f and every way worthy of that God, from whom 
he professed to derive them^ and whose son he declar- 
ed himself to be. 

His precepts inculcated the purest and most perfect 
moitdtty : his discourses were full of dignity and wis- 
dom, yet intelligible and clear ; his parables conveyed 
instruction in the most pleasing, familiar, and impres-' 
filive manner ; and his answei's to the many insidious 
questions that were put to him, showed uncommon 
quickness of conception, soundness of judgment, and 
presence of mind ; completely baffled all the artifices 
and malice of his enemies ; and enabled l\vBv\j:^^:^»i(&. 

M2 
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all the snares' that were laid for him. — ^From 
and imperfect sketeh of our Saviour's charai 
evident that he was» beyond comparison^ ti 
and most virtumis person that ever appean 
vvorld. 
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PABT H. 

PIECES IJ^ POETRT. 

CHAPTER I. 

SKIECT 8BNTBNCB8 AIOI VABASKAPHS. 

SECTION I. 

• 

Improvement cf Tinier 
EVER not till to-morrow to be wise ; 
i-morrow's sun to tbee may never rise. 

Miral Cvtture. 
good we plant not, rice will fill the plaice ; 
id rankest weeds the richest soils deface. 

The MUest Art. 
dulge the true ambition to exc4 
that best art — ^the art of living weU. 

L^ a state of 'PiriaL 
its true light this transient life regard :- 
lis is a state of trial, not reward. 

tbppiness Domestic. 
r genuine happiness we need not roam ; 
is doubtless found with little, and at home. - 

Vvrtue and Vice Progressive. 
le human heart ne'er knows a state of rest f 
\A leads to worse, and better tends •to b^. 

BumilUf. 
i humble, learn thyself to scan ; . 

WW, gride was never made for ta^xi« 
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Contentment is Hajqnness. 
Could wealth our happiness augment, 
What can she give beyond content ? 

Virtnie altogether Lcroely. 
Virtue is amiable, mild, serene ; 
Witl^out all beauty ; and aU peace within. 

Sey-PartiaUty. 
The fkults of our neighbours with freedom we blamc» 
But tax not ourselves tho' w^e practise the same. 

Candour and Forgiveness. 
— — How noble *tis to own a fault ! 
How gen'rous and divine to forgive it ! 

TrauJbUsftom ourselves. 
'Tis to ourselves, indeed, we chiefly owe 
The multitude of poignant grie& we feeU 

BesignaJtion. 
Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou liv^st,^ 
Live weU ; how long or short permit to heav'n. 



SECTION n. 

hdegrUy. 
The man of pure and simple hearty 
Through life disdains a double part. 
He n(^ver needs the screen of lies 
His inward bosom to disguise. 

Best Use of Bkhes. 
When wealth to virtuous hands is giv^n. 
It blesses like the dews of Heav'n : 
Like Heaven it heai*s the orphan's cries ; 
And wipes the tears kom widows* eye^. 
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Choice of Friends. 
Who fHcndship with a knave has made^ 
Is judged a partner in the trade. 
Tis tbusy that on the choice of friends 
Oar good or evil name depends. 

Christian J^oraliiy. 
■ 'TIs our party 

As Christians^ to forget tlie WTongs we feel i 
To pardon trespasses : our very foes 
To love and cherish ; to do good to all ; 
Live peaceably ; and be, in all our adsj 
Wise as the serpent, gentle as the dove; 

Hope in Affliction. 
■ Shall we pine. 
And be dishearten'd with a day o( grief. 
When the same hand that brought affliction on'i 
Retains its pow'r, and can^ with equal case> 
Remove it I 

Folly of Enrty. 
Can you discern another's mind ? 
Why is*t you envy ? Envy's blind. 
Ten Envy, when she would annoy, 
That thousands want what you eiyoy. 

The Wish. 
I sigh not for beauty, nor langiush for wealth ; 
But grant me, kind Providence ! virtue and health': 
Then, richer than kings, and more happy than fbey. 
My days shall pass sweetly and swiftly away. 

Censoriousness reproved. 
In other men we faults can spy. 
And blame the mete that dims their eye ; 
Each little speck and blemish find. 
To our own stronger errors bliadv— 
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Ere wc remark another's sin^ 
Let our own conscience loc^ within. 

Ungovcm'd wrath, and fell resentment, fly ; 
They rend the soul, as tempests rend the sky. 
Shun peevish humours : they corrode the breast> 
And cloud the brow ; are childish at the best. 
Learn to control your tongue, that restless thing 
Of mischief oft, and shame the fatal spring. 

Inscription on a Sun^BiaL 
Mark well my shade, and seriously attend 
The silent lesson of a common friend : — 
Since time and life speed hastily away. 
And no one can recall the former day. 
Improve each fleeting hour before %s past ; 
And knowi each fleeting hour may be thy last% 



SECTION in. 

^ Sowrce of true Bappiness* 

^The happiness of human kind 
Consists in rectitude of mind, 
A will subdu'd to reason's sway. 
And passions practis'd to obey j 

^ An open and a generous heart, 
Refin'd fh)m selfishness and art ; 
Patience which mocks at fortune's pow'r. 
And wisdom neither sad nor sour. 

Loroe to God produces Love to Metu 
Let gratitude in acts of goodness flow ; 
Our love to God, in love to man below- 



^ 
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Be tliis our joy— 4o calm tlic troubled breast. 
Support the weak, and succour the distrest ; 
Direct the wanderer, dry tlie widow's tear ; 
The orphan guard, tlie sinking spirits cheer. 
Tho* small our powV to act, tlio' moan our skilly 
God sees the heart ; he judges by the wilV 

M^n muiiuiUy hdjifid. 
Nature expects mankind should fihare 
The diitles of the public care. 
Who's bora for sloth ? To some we find 
The plouglishare's annual toil assigned. 
Some at tlie sounding anvil glow ; 
Some the swift-flying shuttle throw : 
Some studious of the wind and tide. 
From pole to pole, our commeroe guide* 
While some, with genius moi*ef refi'n'd. 
With head and tongue assist mankind. 
Thus, aiming at one common end, 
Eaeh proves to all a needful friend. 

To UesSy is to be blesU 
When young, what honest tiiumph flush'd my breast^ 
This truth once known— To bless, is to be blest ! 
I led the bending beggai* on his way ^ 
(Bare were his feet, his tresses silver-gray f) 
Sooth'd tlie keen pangs his aged spirit felt. 
And on his talc with mute attention dwelt. 
And in Ids scrip I droppM my little store. 
And wept to think that little was no more. 
He breath'd his pray'r, "Long may such goodness 

live r 
'Twas all he gave, 'twas all he had to git^j. 
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Epitaph on a Foung JFainan. 
In dawn of life she wisely sought her Ciod ; 
And the straight path of thorny virtue trod. 
Fond to oblige, too gentle to offend ; 
Belov'd by all, to all the good a friend : 
The bad she censurM by her life alone ; 
Blind to their faults, severe upon her own : 
In others' griefs a tender part she bore ; 
And with the needy shai*'d her little store : t 

At distance vicw'd the world with pious dread ; .j 

And to Grod's temple for protection fled : | 

Tiiere sought that peace which Heav'n alone can give^ • 
And learn'd to die ere others learn to live. 
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J^JlREJiTIVE PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

X LOOKING-GLASS ; OB^ ILL HUMOUB CORBEGTED* 

THERE was a litfle stubborn dame. 
Whom no authority could tame ; 
Restive by long indulgence grown. 
No will she minded but her own : 
At trifles oft she'd scdd and fret ; 
Then in a corner take a seat. 
And sourly moping all the day» 
Disdain alike to work or play. 
Papa all softer arts had tried. 
And sharper remedies applied : 
But both were vain ; for ev'ry course 
He took, still made her worse and worse* 
Mama observM the rising lass. 
By stealth retiring to the glass. 
To practise little airs unseen. 
In t^ true genius of thirteen : 
On this a deep design she laid 
To tame the humour of the maid 5 
Contriving, like a prudent mother. 
To make one folly cure another. 

N 
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Upon the wall against the seat 
Which Jessy us'd for her retreat, 
Whene'er bj accident offended 
A looking-glass was straight suspended : 
Tiiat it might sliow her how deform'd 
She look'd, and frightful, when she stonn'd^ 
And warn her, as she prizM her beauty^ 
To bend her humour to her duty. 
All tliis the Looking-Glass achiev'd* 
Its threats were minded, and bcliev'd. 
The maid, who spurn'd at all advice^ 
Grew tame and gentle in a triqe : 
So when all other means had CEul'd, 
The silent monitor prevail'd. whjub* » 



SECTION IL 



THE BVTTBKSLT ANB THE jSKAtL ; OR, EUBVATIiON 
BK^UEBS LITTLE MI2TD9 PROUD AXD UlSQliEKT* 

All upstaiis insolent in place. 

Remind us of their vulgar race. 

As in the sunshine of the morn, 

A Biittciily (bjt newly bom) 

Silt pro'.i'ily perking on a rose : 

WitU pert conceit his bos»^m glows. - 

His wings (all glorious to bi^hold) "^ 1 

B^drjpl with azure, jet and gold. 

Will'' 1)0 i!is]jliiys : tlio spangled dew 

Reilccts liis eyes, and vaiious hue. 
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His now forgotten friend, a Snail, 
Beneatli his house, Tvith slimy trail. 
Crawls o'er the grass ; whom when he spies, 
In wrath he to the gardner cries : 
<< What means you peasant's daily toil, 
From choking weeds to rid the soil? 
TVliy wake you to the morning care ? 
Why with new arts connect the year ? 
Why grows tlie peach with crimson hue ? 
And why the plum's inviting blue ? 
Were they to feast his taste design'd. 
That Termin of voracious kind i 
Crash then the slow, the pilTnng race } 
So purge thy garden from disgrace.'* 

<* What arrogance !" the Snail replied ; 
^ How insolent is upstart pride ! 
Hadst thou not thus with insult vain 
Provok'd my patience to complain^ 
I had conceal'd thy meaner birth, 
Nor trac'd thee to the scum of earth* 
For scarce nine suns have wak'd the houi^. 
To swell the fruit, and paint the flowers. 
Since I thy humbler tife survey'd. 
In base and sordid guise array'd : 
A hideous insect, vile, unclean. 
You dragg'd a slow and noisome train ^ 
And from your spider bowels drew ^ 
Foul film, and spun the dii'ty clew* 
I own my humble life, good friend ; 
Snail was I bom, and Snail shall end. 
And what's a Butterfly ? At best^ 
He's but a oaterpillar drest : 
And all thy race, (a num'rous seed) 
Shall prove a catcrpillair bree^ ^V^i. 



SECTION IIL 

THE BROTHER AND SISTER ; OR^ MENTAI. EXCEItr 
LENCE SUPERIOR TO PERSOXAIi BEAUTT. 

Warned by our counsel oft beware, 
And look into yourselves with care. 
Tliere was a certain father had 
A homely gii'l and oomcly lad. 
The^e being at their childish play 
Witlun their mother's room one day^ 
A looking-glass was in the chair. 
And they beheld their faces there. 
The boy grows prouder as he looks ; 
The girl is in a rage, nor brooks 
Her boastuig brother's jests and SBeer% 
Affronted at each word she bears. 
Then to her father down she flie&^ 
And urges all she can devise 
Against the boy, who could presume 
To meddle in a lady's room. 
At which, embracing each in turn 
With most affectionate concern, 
<< My dears," said he, " you must not pas» 
A day witliout this useful glass : - 

You, lest you spoil a pretty face. 
By doing things to your disgrace—- 
You, by good conduct to coiTect 
Your form, and beautify defect^'' smart. 



i 
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SECTION IV. 

THE LAMB AKD PIG } OVL, NATUBB AHD EDUCATION. 

C0N8UI.T the moralist, you'll find 

That Education fomui the mind* , 

But education ne'er supplied 

Wiiat ruling nature has denied. 

If you'll the fdUowing page pursue^ 

My tale shall prove this doctrine true. 

Since to the muse all brutes belcmg. 
The Lamb shall usher in my song } 
Whose snowy fleece adom'd her skin^ 
Emblem of native white within. 
Meekness and love possess'd her soul. 
And innocence had crown'd the whole. 
It chanc'd upon a luckless day^ 
The little wanton, full ijf play> 
Rejoic'd a thymy bank to gain ; 
But short the triumphs of her reign !! 
The treaclierous slopes lier fate foretell 
And soon the pretty trifler fell. 
Beneath, a dirty ditch impress'd 
Its mire upon her spotless vest. 
What greater ill could Iamb betide. 
The butcher's barb'rous knife beside t 

The shepherd, wounded with her cries/ 
Straight to the bleating suflfrer flies. 
The lambkin in his arms he took. 
And bore her to a neig^b'ring brook.. 

n2 
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The silver streams her wool refin'd ; 

Her fleece in virgin whiteness shin'd. 

Cleans'd fhrni pdlution's ev'ry stain« 

She join'd her fellows on tlic plain ; 

And saw afar tiie stinking shore^ 

But ne'er approach'd those dangers more. 

The shepherd bless'd the kind event. 

And view'd Ids flock ¥ritli sweet content : 

To market next he shapM liis way^ 

And bought provisions for the day.: 

But made, for winter's rich supply, 

A purchase from a farmei*'s sty. 

The children round their parent crowds 

And testify their mirth aloud. 

They saw the stranger with surprise^ 

And all admired his little eyes. 

Familiar grown he shared their jojrs ; 

Shar'd too the porridge with the boys. 

The females o'er his dress preside ; 

They wash'd his face and scour his hide. 

But daily more a swine he grew. 

For all these housewives e'er could do. 

COTTON. 



SECTION V. 

THE BEE AJfn THE AKT ; OB, THE ADVANTAGES Of 
AFFLICATION AND DELIGENCE IN EABLT TEARS. 

On a bright dewy summer's mom, 
A JBee r^g'd o'er the verdant lawn ; 
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Studious to husband ev'ry hour^ 
And make the most of evYy flowV. 
Nimble from stalk to stalk she flieSf 
And loads with yellow wax hertliighs : 
With whieh the artist builds her eomb^ 
And keeps all tight and warm at liome ; 
Or from the cowslip's golden bells 
Sucks honey to enrich her cells ; 
Or ev'ry tempting rose pursues. 
Or sips tlie lily's fi*agrant dews. 
Yet nev(*r robs the shining bloom. 
Or of its beauty or perfume. 
Tluis she diHcharg'd in ev*ry way 
The various duties of the day. 

It chanc'd a frugal Ant was near, 
"Whose brow was furrow'd o'er by care ; 
A great economist was slie. 
Nor less laborious than the Bee ; 
By pensive parents often taught 
What ills arise from want of thouglit 5 
That poverty on sloth deiiends. 
On poverty the loss of friends. 
Hence ev'ry day the Ant is found 
Witli anxious steps to tread tlie ground; 
With curious search to trace the grain^ 
And drag the heavy load with pain. 

The active Bee with pleasure saw 
The Ant fulfd her parents' law. 
All ! sister-labourer, says she. 
How Vi'ry fortunate are we ! 
Who, taught in infancy to know 
The comtbrts whi«h from labour flow^ 
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Are independent of the greats 

Nor know the wants of pride and state. 

Why is our food so very sweet? 

Because we earn before we eat. 
Why are our wants so very few ? 

Because we nature's calls pursue. 

Whence our e4>inplacency of mind ? 

Because we act our parts assigned. 

Ilave wc inee^ant tasks to do 7 

Is not all nature busy too ? 

Does not the sun with constant pace 

Persist to run his annual race ? 

Do not the stars which shine so bright. 

Renew their courses ev'ry night ? 

Does not the ox obedient bow 

His patient neck, and draw the plough ? 

Or when did e'er the generous steed 

Withhold his labour or his speed? 

coTTdr. 



SECTION VI. 



THE DOVE. 



Reas'nixo at ev'iy step he treads^ 

Man yet mistakes his way. 
While meaner things, whom instinct Ieads> 

Arc rarely known to stray. 

One silent eve I wanderM late. 

And heard the voice of love ; 
The turtle thus addrcss'd her mate, 

And soothed the listening dove :— 
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^< Our mutual bond of faith and truths 

No time sliall disengage ; 
Tliose blessings of our early youth. 

Shall cliccr our latest age : 

TThilc innocence witliout disguise. 

And constancy sincere. 
Shall fill the circles of those eves. 

And mine can read them tlicre ^ 

Those ills that wait on all below 

Shall ne'er be felt by me, 
Or, gently felt, and only so. 

As being shared with thee. 

When lightnings flash among the treee^ 

Or kites are hovMng near, 
I fear lest thee alone they seize. 

And know no other fear. 

' ^Tia thto I feel myself a wife. 

And press thy wedded side, 
BeaolvM an union form'd f(M* life j 

Death never shall divide. 

Bat, oh ! if) fickle and unchaste, 

(Forgive a transient thought) 
Thou couldst become unkind at last, 

And scorn thy present lot, 

No need of liglitnings from on high. 

Or kites with cruel beak ; 
. Denied tli' endearments of thine eye. 

This widow'd heart would break.'' 
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Thus sang tlie sweet sequestered birdi 

Soft as the passing wind ; 
And I recorded wliat I heard^-* 

A lessfm for mankind. 

C0W7>E1^ 



SECTION VIL 

THB PET JLAMB. 

The dew was falling fast, the stai-s began to blink j 
I heard a voice ; it said, << Diink, pretty creature^ drink ]f 
And, looking o'er the hedge, before me I espie^^ 
A snow-white mountain Lamb, with a maiden at its sid^ 

No other sheep were neai*, the Lamb was all alone^ 
And by a slender cord was tetliei*'d to a stone ; 
"With one knee on the grass did the little maiden kneels 
lyiule to the mountain Lamb she gave its evening meaL 

'Twas little Barbara Lethwait, a child of beauty rare ; 
I watch'd them with delight 5 they were a lovely paic 
And now witli empty can, tlie maiden tum'd away^ 
But ere ten yards were gone, her footsteps did she stay. 

Towards the Lamb she look'd, and from that shady place 
I imobserv'd could see tlie workings of her face : 
If nature to her tongue could measured numbers bring;. 
Thus, thought I, to her Lamb that little maid would sing : 

^*What ails thee, young one? what? why pull so at 

thy cord? 
Is it not well with thee ? well both for bed and board ? 
Thy plot of grass is soft, and green as grass can be ; 
Rest) little young one, rest^ what is't that aileth thee ? 
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; What is it thou i)n)ul(Ist seek ? what's wanting to thy 

■ heart? 

Thy fimhs are they not strong? and beantiftil tliou art : 
This grass is tender grass ; these flow'rs tliey have no 

peers; 
And that green com all day is rustling in thy ears. 

If the sun is shining hot, do but stretch thy wooUes 

chain. 
This beech is standing by, its covert thou canst gain : 
For rain and mountain storms tlie like thou ifced'st not 

fear; 
The rain and storm are tlungs which scarcely can 

come here. 

Rest, little young one, rest ; thou hast forgot the day 
When my father found thee first in places far away: 
Many flocks were on the liills, but tiiou wcrt ownM by 

none. 
And tliy mother from thy side for evermore was gone. 

He took thee in his arms, and in pity brought thee 
home ; 
, A blessed day for thee! then whither wouldst thou 
roam ? 
A faithfid nurse thou hast ; the dam that did thee yean 
Upon the mountain tops, no kinder could have been. 

Thou knows't that, twice a day, IVc brought thee in 

. , this can 
Fresh water &x)m the brook, as clear as ever ran : 
i And twice in Uic day, when tlie ,a;ro ind is vvrt with dew, 
I bring tlt^^T draughts oi' liiiik, warm luilk it is and 
new.-— 
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> not* wiH not rest ! — Poor creature ! can it be 

'tis thy mother's heart that is working so in the< 

gs that I know not of, perhaps to thee are dcar^ 

dreams of things which tliou canst neither s 

nor hear. 

s the mountain tops that look so green and fair;- 
3 heard of fearful wuids and darkness that cod 
there ; 

4c little brooks, that seem all pastime and all pla; 

'hen they are angry, roar like licms for their prey, 

lere thou need'st not di'ead the raven in the sky ; 
Ae will not come to thee ; our cottage is hard by. * 
Night and day thou art safe as living thing can be : 
Be happy then and rest , what is't that aOeth thee i 

WORDSWORTH. 



SECTION VIIL 

ECONOMY THE SOURCE OF CHARITY. 

By gen'i'ous goodness taught, my early youth 
S(Hm learnt humanity. — My parents died— 
Orplians have claims on charitable souls ; 
Tlie pious Edgar thought so: movM perhaps 
By the soft eloquence of infant tears, 
Perchance by nature, prompted, to his i-oof 
lie loil the fatlierlcss. — It was the seat 
or nuptial hitppiness ; a rustic cot, 
Sntall, yot convonicnt, fs)r their wants wxre f 
And Edgar^ knowing wluit all men shoidd 1 
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ITas with hia lot contented. — Happy state ! 

lahwxt he plied for exercise^ not gain. 

Jit early dawn, he led me to tlie field ; 

And, drawing morals from each task he took. 

Told me, « that ev'ry seed, well sown on earthy 

lifould yield full harvest in tliat awful day, 

"When all arrears of labour shall be paid ; 

Each well-meant toil rewarded/' — Once perchance 

I found him busied near a murm'ring lill : 

To various little streams he tuni'd its source, 

IVhere, wand'iing devious througli liis neat dress'd 

grounds, 
It cheer'd tlie green copse, fiU'd the earing com ; 
Then trickled gently through the perfum'd gixive. 
^< Mark well, my child," he said ; '< this little stream 
Shall teach thee Charity. It is a source 
J[ never knew to fail : directed thus 
Be that soft stream, the fountain of thy heaii:. 
T'or, Oh ! my much lov'd cliild, I trust thy heart 
Has those affections that shall bless thyself ; 
And flowing softly, like this little rill, 
Cheer all that drooiis*' — The good man did not err — 
The milk of human kindness warm'd my breast ; 
Young as I was, I felt for others' woes. 
And, when I could, relieved them. Yet — I was young ! 
And, having lavished all my infant store 
In gewgav/ toys, and childish fooleries, 
I do remember well, a vefran old, 
Maim'd and disfigured by the hand of war. 
Implored my charity. I felt, alas ! 
His various wants^— sore, sick, and wan, he seem'd. 
My littlejieart bled at each wound he show'd, 
Alas ! alas ! replied my infant ttlougll\»^ 
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And shall want cloud the evening (rf* his days^ 
Whose noon of life was toil ? — ^And then I wept^— 
It was the first time that I e'er knew want : 
I was indeed a bankrupt. Edgar canie. 
I wept^ but spoke hot ; for my heart was fuIT. 
<< What wilt thou give, my boy f— Fearing a lie, 
I sobbed out truth most sadly. Edgar felt ; 
Pardon'd my folly ; (for he lovM my tears ;) 
And gave what sooth'd the poor man's misery. 
But, in our evening's walk, behold ! the stream 
Was dry. I ask'd the cause — << Mark me, my child, 
This riM, I told thee oft, through all thy Kfe, 
Should teach thee Charity.^— Now let it teach^ 
If yet thou hast to learn, that the bless'd source 
Of lib'ral deeds is wise Economy. 
This mom, like thee, I drew the stream too fast : 
Now — when the parch'd glebe wants its wat'ry aid^ 
The source is all exhausted/' 

HARDCASTXBJ^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



DIDACTIC PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

TO SOME CHILDBEX LISTENING TO A LABK. 

See, the lark prunes his active wings^ 

Rises to Heav'n^ and soars^ and sings ! 

His morning hymns, his mid-day lays^ 

Are one continued song of praise. 

He speaks his Maker all he can, 

And shames the silent tongue of man. 

When the declining orb of light 

Reminds him of approaching night. 

His warbling vespers swell his breast 5 

And, as he sings, he sinks to rest. 

Shall birds insti'uctive lessons teach. 

And we be deaf to what they preach ?— 

No, ye dear nestlings- of my heaii; ; 

Go, act the wiser songster's part : 

Spurn your warm couch at early dawn. 

And with your God begin the monn 

To him your grateful tribute pay. 

Thro' evf y period of the day, 

To him your evening songs direct ; 

His eye shall watch, his ann protect : 

Tho' darkness reigns, he's with you still ; 

Then sleep my babes, and fear no ill. cotto's 
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SECTION 11. 

THE ADVANTAGES OF EABI.Y J&ELIGIOIT. 

Happy the cbild, whose tender years 

Receive instruction well ; 
WJio liates tlie sinner's patli, and fears 

llie road that leads to hell. 

Wlien we give up our youth to God, 

'Tis pleasing in his eyes : 
A flow'r, that's oflfer'd in the bud^ 

Is no vain sacrifice. 

^Tis easy work, if we begin 

To fear tlie Lord betimes ; 
WJiilo sinners, who grow old in sin. 

Are hardcnM in their crimes. 

^Twill save iis fix)m a thousand snares, , 

To mind religion young ; 
It w'dl preserve our following years. 

And make our virtues strong. 

To tliee, Almighty God ! to thee 

Our childhood we resign ; 
^Twill please us to look back, and see 

That our whole lives were thine. 

Let the sweet work of pray'r and praise 

Etnploy our youngest breath ; 
Thiis wf're prepai'^d for longer days. 

Or fit for earthly death. watts. 
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SECTION m. 

FEACE AIO) LOVE RECOHMENDED. 

Let dogs delight to- bark and bite ; 

For God has made them so ; 
Let bears and lions growl and fight, 

For^ their nature too. 

But, children^ you should never let 

Such angry passions rise : 
Tour little hands were never made 

To tear each other's eyes. 

Let love thro' all your actions run, 

And all your words be mild ; 
Live like God's weD beloved Son, 

That sweet and lovely child. 

His soul was gentle as a lamb ; 

And as in age he grew. 
He grew in favour both with man, 

And God his Father t^. 

The Lord of all who reigns above, 

Does from liis heavenly throne. 
Behold what children dwell in love, 

And marks them for his own. Vf attj^* 
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SECTION IV. 

TO A TOUITG WOMAKy WITH a WATCp. 

While this gay toy attracts thy sight, 

Tiiy reason let it warn ; 
And seizcy my dear, that rapid time. 

That never must return* 

If idiy lost, no art or care 

The blessing can restore ; 
And Hcav'n requires a strict account 

For ev'ry mispcnt hour. 

Short is our longest day of life. 

And soon its prospect ends ; 
Yet on that day's uncertain date. 

Eternity depends. ' . 

But equal to our being^ aim. 

The space to virtue giv'n ; 
And ev'ry minute, well improved. 

Secures an age in Heaven. ' caktek. 
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SECTION V. 

TBRSES ACCOMPANYING A K08EGAY. 

Thoit canst not steal the rose's bloom. 

To decorate thy fate ; 
JBut the sweet blush of modesty^ 
^•ji ' ■ n equal grace. 






These violets scent the distant gale ; 

(They grow in kwly bed ;) 
So I'oal woilih new merit gains^ 

By diffidence o'crspread. 

Nor wilt thou e'er that lily's white, 

In thy complexion find ; 
Yet innocence may shine as fair, 

Within thy spotless mind. 

. flow, in til* opening spring of life, 
]bct cv'iy floweret hloom : 
The budding virtues in thy breast 
Shall yield the bc^t perfume. 

This nosegay, in the bosom plae'd, 

A moral may convey : , 

For soon its brigiitejst tints shall fede. 

And all its sweets decay. 

« 
So short-liv'd are tlie lovely tribes. 

Of Flora's transient reign : 

They bud, blow, wither, fall, and die j 

Then turn to earth again. 

And thus, my dear, must cv'ry charm. 

Which youth is proud to share ; 
Alike this quick succession prove. 

And the same truth declare. 

Sickness will change the roseate hue,., j/ 

Which gitiwing health bespcs^ ; 
And age will wrinkle with its care% 
* Tiie smile on beauty's cheeks. ^^ ... ; 
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But as that fragrant myrtle wreath. 

Will all the rest survive ; 
So shall the mental graces still, 

Through endless s^s live. 



SECTION VI. 

DUTIES OF THE MOKNING, 

See the time for sleep has run ; 
Rise before or with the sun. 
Lift thy hands and humbly pray. 
The Fountain of eternal day. 
That as the light serenely fair. 
Illumines all the tracts of air ; 
The sacred Spirit so may rest, 
With quickening beams upon thy breast ; 
And kindly clean it all within. 
From darker blemishes of sin ; 
And shiiie with grace until we view 
The i*ealm it gilds with ^ory too. 
See the day that dawns in air. 
Brings along its toil and care. 
From the lap of night it springs. 
With Jieaps of business on its wings : 
Prepare to meet them in a mind, 
That bows submissively resigned ; 
That would to works appointed fall : 
That knows that God has ordered all. 
And whether, with a small repast, 
We break the sobei; morning fast ; 



Or in our thoaghts and houses lay 
The future methods cS the day ; 
Or early walk abroad to meet 
Our business with industrious feet ; 
Whatever we think, whatever we do. 
His glory still be kept in view* 
O/ Giver of eternal bliss, 
'Heavenly Father,, grant me tlus ! 
Grant it to all, as well as me, 
All whose hearts are fix'd on thee ; 
HVho revere thy son above ; 
^Who thy sacred Spirit love ! PABirsix. 






SECTION vn. 

. THE MIND TO BE CUIiTIVATBD. 

r 

Hbab, ye fair mothers (^ our iale^ 
Nor scorn your poet's homel/ style* 
What tho' my tlioughtsr be^-j^nt otntiWp 
ru warrant that my doctrine's true : 
Or if my sentiments be M^ 
fiemcmber truth is sterling g(dd« 

You judge it of important weight. 
To keep your rising offspring straight: 
For this such anxious moments feel. 
And ask the friendly aid of steel ; 
For this impoti; the distant cane^ 
Or slay the monarch erf the main. 
And shall the soid be warp'd aside 
By passion, prejudice and jride 7 
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Deformity of heart I call 
The worst deformity of alL 
Your cares to body are eonfin'd ; 
Few fear obliquity of mind. 
Why not adorn the better part ? 
This is a nobler theme for art 
For what is form or what is face» 
But the soul's indexy or its case ? 
Now take a simile at hand ; 
Compare the mental soil to land. 
Shall fields be tilPd with annual eare^ 
And minds lie fallow ev'ry year 2 
O since the crop depends on you^ 
Give them the culture which is due : 
Hoe cv'ry weed, and dress the soil; 
So harvest shall repay your toil. 

If human minds resemble trees^ 
(As ev'ry moralist agrees,) 
Prune all the stragglers of your vine. 
Then shall the purple clusters shine. 
The gard'ner knows, that fruitful life 
Demands his ssdutary knife : 
For ev'ry wild luxuriant shoot. 
Or robs the bloom, or stso^ves the fruit. 

COTTOSr. 



SECTION VIII. 

DEPBNDENCB ON PROVIDENCE. 

Reoard the world with cautious eye. 
Nor raise your exjipctations high. 
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See that the balanced scales be such, 
Tou neither fear nor hope too much. 
Vov disappointment's not tlie thing ; 
^is pride and passion point the sting. 
Liife is a sea whe^e storms must rise ; 
^is folly talks of cloudless skies : 
He who contracts his swelling sail> 
£ludes the fury o( the gale. 

Be stilly nor anxious tlioughts employ j 
Distrust imbitters present joy : 
On God for all events depend ; 
You cannot want when God's your friend. 
Weigli well your part, and do your best ; 
licavc to your maker all the rest. 
The hand winch formed thee in the womb^ 
Guides from the cradle^ the tomb. 
Can the fond mother sught her boy ? 
Can she forget her prattling joy ? 
Say then, shall Sovereign Love desert 
The humble and the honest heart? 
Heav*n may not grant thee all thy mind ; 
Yet say not thou that heay'n'» unkind. 
Grod is alike, both good and wise, 
In what he grants, and what denies : 
Perhaps, what Goodness gives to-day, 
To-monx)w, Goodness takes away. 

You say, that troubles intervene 5 
That sorrows darken half the scene. 
True— and this consequence you see, 
The world was ne'er designed for thee ; 
You*r like a passenger below. 
That stays perhaps a night or so 5 
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But still hj8 natiire country lie9 

Beyond the bound'ries of the akies. 

Of Heaven ask virtue^ wisdom, health ; 

But never let thy pray'r be wealth. 

If food be thine, (tho' little gdd,) 

And raiment to repd the cold ; 

Such as may nature's wants sufficCf 

Not what from pride and folly rise ; 

If soft the motions of tliy soul. 

And a calm conscience crowns the whc^^ 

Add but a friend to all tliis store. 

You cant in reason wish for more : 

And if kind Hcav'n this comfort brings, 
'Tis more than Heav'n bestows on kiir^. 

COTTON. 



( ^^d ) 



CHAPTElt IV. 



DESCniPTIVE PIECES. 



SECTION L 

THE PLEASURES OF BETIBEMBNT. 

HAPPT the mail, whose wish and care 

A few paternal acres bound ; 
Content to breathe his native air, 

In his own ground. 

Whose herds with milk, whose fields with breads 

Whose flocks supply him with attire ; 
Whose trees in summer yield him shade. 

In winter fire. 

Blest who can unconcernedly find 

Hours^ days, and years, slide soft away^ 
In health ii body, peace ot mind. 

Quiet by day. 

Sound sleep by night ; study and ease, 

Together mix'd ; sweet recreation. 

And innocence, which most does please. 

With meditation. 

Thus let me live, unseen, unknown ; 

Thus unlamented let me die. 
Steal from the woiid, and not a stone 

Tell where I lie* 



^^1K«^ 
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SECTION II, 



THE SLCGOASB. 



Tia the voice of a sluggard — I beard bim comp 
** You have wak'd inc loo soon, I must slumber aj 
As the door on its liinges, so he on liis bed. 
Turns liis sides and his shoulders, and his heavy 

" A little more sleep, and a little more slumber ;'' 
Tims he wastes half his days, and his hours wi 

number : 
And when he gets up, he sits folding Ids hands. 
Or walks about sauntering, or trifling he stands. 

I pass'd by bis garden, and saw the wild briAr, 
The tlioiii, and the thistie, grow broader and bi 
Tlie elothes that hang on him arc turning to raga 
And his money still wastes, till he starves or he 

[ moAc. him a visit, stjll hoping to find 
He had taken better caiv for improving his mind 
He told me bis dreams, talk'd of eating and drinfc 
But he scarce reads the bible, and never loves tlunl 

Said I ffieii to my heart, "Here's a lesson fol-me 
Tliat inan's hut a picture of wliat 1 mij^bt be ; 
But thanks to my friends for tlieir care in my bree( 
Who taught me betimes to love working and reai 
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SECTION m. 

CREATION AND PROVIDENCE. 

I SING the atmiglity pow'p of God, 
That made the mountains rise : 

That spread the flowing 'seas abroad^ 
And built the lofly skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordain'd 

The sun to rule the day ^ 
The moon shines full at his command^ 

And all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord, ^ 
That fillM the earth with food : 

He form'd the creatures with his word^ 
And then pronoune'd them good. 

liOrd ! how thy \irAnf1p.rsi arip^ diAplay'd> 

Where'er I turn mine eye ; 
If I survey tlie ground I ti'eadi 
Or gaze upon the sky ! 

There's no^ a )^ant or flow'r below 
Bbt makes tl^ glories known ; 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow^ 
By order from thy throne. 

Creatures (as numerous as they be) 

Are subject to thy care ; 
There's not a place whore we can |tee> 

But God is present therci 
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In Hcav'n he shines with beams of love ; 

With wrath in hell beneath ! 
^is on his earth I stand or move^ 

And 'tis his air I breathe. 

His hand is my perpetual guard ; 

He keeps me with his eye ; 
VThy should I then fiM^et the Lord^ 

Who is forever nigh ? WArts. 



SECTION IV. 



A MORNING Hf SFBINGp 



Lo ! the bright, the rosy mornings 
Calls me forth to (ak. the air : 
CJjcerful spring, with smiles returning. 

Ushers in i:^^ -npur.hnrn y»ar. 

Nature now in all her beauty^ 
Witli her gently-moving tongue^ 

Prompts mo to the pleasing duty. 
Of a grateful morning song.. 

See the early blossoms springing ! 

See tt\e jocund lambkins play ! 
Hear the lark and linnet singings 

Welcome to the new-bom day ! 

Vernal music, softly sounding. 

Echoes through the verdant grove : 
Nature now with life abounding, 
eBs with harmoay and \o\e* 
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Now the kind refiresliing showers^ 

Water all the plains around : 
Springing grass, and painted flowers. 

In the smiling meads abound. 

Now their vernal dress assuming, 

Leafy robes adorn tlie trees : 
Odours now the air perfuming. 

Sweetly swell the gentle breeze. 

Praise to thee, thou great Creator ! 

Praise be thine firom evlry tongue : 
Join, my soul, with ev^ry creature.^ 

Join tfte universal song ! 

For ten tliousand blessings giv'n. 

For the richest gifts bestow'd , 
Souml his praise thro* eartli and Heaven : 

Sound Jehovah's praise aloud ! fawcett. 



SECTION V. i^' 



HEAVENLY WIS0OM. 



How happy is the man who hears 
Instruction's warning voice ; 

And wiio celestial Wisdom makes 
His early, only choice. 



*-^ 



For she ha3 treasures greater far 

Than east or west unfidd : 
And her reward is more secure . . .. 

. Than is the gain oT ^oEi}. 

p2 
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In her right band she bMs to view 

A length of happy years ; 
And in her left, tlie prize of fame 

And honour, bright appears. ' . 

She guides the young, with innocence* 

In pleasure's path to tread : 
A crown of glory she bestows 

Upon the hoary head. 

According as her labours rise^ 

So her rewards increase ; 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness^ 

And an her paths are peace. 

XOGAK. 



SECTION VI. 



THE MAN OF BOSS. 



R1BE5 honest mnsc * and sing the man of Ross.-^ 
Who hung with woods yon mountaui's sultry brow 2 
From the dry rock who bade the waters flow ? 
Not to the skies in useless columns tost. 
Or in proud falls magnificently lost ; 
But clear and ariles^ pouring thro' the plain 
fiealth to the «ck, and solace to the swain. 
Whose eausew«y pai-ts the \ale with shady rows ? 
Whose seats the weary traveller repose ? 
Who tauglit that heaven directed spire to rise ? 
,^ The Man 1^ ]UB%"^eaeli ^ispiBg babe replies.^ 
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Behold the maricct-place with poor o'emprcad ! 
The Man of Ross divider the weekly bread. 
He feeds yon alms-house, neat, but md of state, 
Where Age and Want sit smiling at tlie gate. 
Him portionM maids, apprentic'd orphans blest ; 
The young who labour, and the old who rest. 
Is any siek ? the Man of Ross relieves, 
Preseribes, attends, the med'cine makes, and givesa. 
Is there a vai'iance ? Enter but his door, 
Balk'd are the courts, and contest is no more. 
Thrice happy man ! enabled to pursue 
What numbers wish^ but want the power to do. 

TOPE- 



SECTION VII. 



SESI6NATI0N. 



Whixb some in folly^s pleasures roll, 
And aqek the joys that hurt tlie soul ; 
Be mine, that silent calm repast, 
A peaceful conscience to the last : 

That tree which bears imm(»1al fruit, 
Without a canker at the root ; 
That friend which never fails the just, 
When other friends must quit their trust. 

Come then, my soul, be tins thy guest, 
And leave to folly's sons the rest : 
With this thou ever mayst be gay, 
And night shall brighten into day. 
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Witk this companion in the shade^ 
My soul no more shall be dismay'd ; 
But feaiiess meet the midnight gloom. 
And the pale monarch of the tomb. 

Tlio' tempests drive me from the shore. 
And floods descend, and billows roar ; 
Tho' death appears in ev'ry form ; 
My little bark sliould brave the storm. 

Amid the various scene of ills. 
Each stroke some kind design fulfils ; 
And shall I murmur at my God, 
When sovereign love directs the rod ? 

Peace, rebel thoughts — 1*11 not complain ; 
My father's smiles suspend my pain : 
Smiles, that a thousand joys impart. 
And pour the balm that heals the smart. 

Tho' Heav*n afflict, I'll not repine ; 
Each heart-felt comfort still is mine ; 
Comforts that shall o'er death prevail. 
And journey with me thro' the vale. ' 

Blest Saviour ! cheer that darksome way. 
And lead me to the realms of day ; 
To milder skies and brighter plains. 
Where everlasting sunsliine reigns. 

C0TT03 
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SECTION VIII. 

Sbhold^ wherey in a mortal fornix 

Appears each grace divine : 
The virtues^ all in Jesus met^ 

YixticL mUdest radiance stiine. 

The noblest love of human kind 

Inspired his holj breast \ 
In deeds of mercy » words of peace^ 

His kindness was express 

To spread the rays tX, heav'nly lights 

To give the mourner joy, 
rTo preach glad tidings to the pocKV 

Was his divine emj^oy. 

liowly in heart, by all his (Hends^ 

A friend and servant found : 
He washM their feet, he wip'd their tear|^ 

And healM each bleeding wound. 

'Midst keen i^proach, and cruel sc(«ii. 

Patient and meek he stood : 
EUs foes ungrateful, sought his lijfe \ 

He labour'd for their good. 

In the last hour of deep distress. 

Before his Father's throne, 
Witli soul resigned, he bow'd, and said^ 

*«Thy wiB, not mine^ be done !'' 
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Be Christ my pattern^ and my guide ! 

His image may I bear ! 
may I tread his sacred steps ; 

And Ills bright glories share ! 



■ . . ■ -'.T. 
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CHAPTER V. 



PATHETIC PIECES. 



SECTION I. 



THE WIXTER's day. 



WHEN raging storms deform the air. 
And clouds of snow descend ^ 

And the wide landscape, bright and fair^ 
No deepened colours blend : 

When biting frost rides on the wind. 
Bleak from the north and east^ 

And wealth is at its ease reolin'd. 
Prepared to laugh and feast : 

When the poor traveler treads the plain^ 

All dubious of his way. 
And crawls with night-increasing pain. 

And dreads the parting day : 

When poverty in vile attire, 

Shrinks from tho. biting bhist. 
Or hovers o'er llie ]Mgfji fire, 
. And fears it will not last : 
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When the fond mother hugs tier child 

Still closer to her breast ; 
And the poor infant, frost-beguil'd^ 

Scarce feels that it is prest :-— 

Then let your bounteous hand extend 

Its blessings to the poor ; 
Nor spurn the wretched while they bend 

AU suppliant at your door. 



SECTION n. 

ACKNOWIiEDGEMEirr 01* DIYINB FAYOITRS* 

Where'er I take my walks abroad^ 

How many poor I see ! 
What shall I render to my Grod, 

For all liis gifts to me? 

Not more than others I deserve. 

Yet God has giv'n me moin; ; 
For I have food, while others stan^e^ 

Or beg from door to door. 

How many children in the sti'cet. 

Half naked, I behold ! 
Whife I am cloth'd fi-om head to feet, 

And cover'd from the cold ! 

While some poor creatures scarce can tell. 
Where they may lay their head, 

I have a home wherein to dwell. 
And rest upon my bed. 
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"While others early Icarti to swear. 

And curse, and lie, and steal. 
Lord ! I am taught tliy name to fear. 

And do thy holy will. 

Are these thy favours day by day. 

To me above the rest ? 
Tllen let me love thee more than they. 

And try to serve thee best. • watt«. 



SECTION in. 

THE EXCEXLEXCE OF THE BIBLE. 

Great God ! with wonder and with praise 

On all t]iy works I look ; 
But stiU thy wisdom, pow'r and grace, 

Shine brightest in thy book. 

The stars, which in their courses roll, 
Have much instruction giv'n ; 

But thy good word informs my soul 
How I may get to heav'n. 

The fields provide me food, and show 

The goodness of the Lord ; 
But fruits of life and glory grow 

In thy most holy word. 

Here are my choicest treasures hid, 

Here my best comfort lies : 
Here my desires are satisfied. 

And jbence my hopes arise. 
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Lord ! make me understand thy law ; 

Show what my faults ^ave been ; 
And from thy gospel let me draw 

Pardon for all my sin« 

For here I learn how Jesus died. 

To save ray soul from hell : 
Not alf the books on earth beside 

Such heav'nly wonders tell. 

TTien let me love my Bible more,** 

And take a fresh delight. 
By day to read these wonders o'er. 

And meditate by night. 



^|P» 




v^ COMPASSION AND FORGIVENESS. 



I HSAB the voice rf wo ; 

A brother mortal mourns : 
My eyes with tears, for tears o'erflow^ 

My heart his sighs returns. 

I hear the thirsty pry ; 

The famish'd beg Cm* bread : 
O let my spring its stream supply ; 

My hand its bounty shed,^— 

And shall not wrath relent, 
Toiich'd'by that humble strain^ 

My brother crying, <* I repent;^ 
Nor will offend again V^ 
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How else on sprightly wing. 

Can Hope bear high my prayer 
Up to thy throne, my God, my King^ 
*To plead for pardon there 7 scott. 



SECTION V. 



THE SLAVE. 



Wide o'er the tremulous sea, 

rThe morm spread her mantle of light j 
And the gale gently dying away, 

BreathM soft on the bosom of night 



^Z' 



Ofk the for<$castle Maratan stood ; 
4 And pourM fini^ lir8.%Tto^&l tale ; 
His tears fell unseen in the flood ; 
His sighs pass'd anheai*d in the gale. 

** Ah wTeteh '** in wild anguish he erie^y 
<< From country and liberty torn ! 

Ah, Maratan, would thou hadst died. 

Ere o'er the salt waves tliou weii; borne ! 

Thro' the groves of Angola I strayed. 

Love and hope made my bosom their home; 

There I talk'd with my favourite maid. 
Nor dreamt of the sorrow to eome. 

From the thicket the man-fiunter sprung, 
My cries echoed loud through the air : 

Thcro was fury and wrath on his tongue ; 
He was deaf to the voiee of despair.-— 
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Flow, ye tears, down my eheeks ever flow ; 

Still let sleep from my eye-lids depart ; 
And still may the arrows of wo 

Drink deep of the stream of my heart: 

But hark ! o'er the silence of night 

My Adila's accents I hear ; 
And mournful, beneath the wan light/ 

I see her lov'd image appear* 

Slow o'er the smooth ocean she glides^ 
As the mist tliat hangs light on the wave ; 

And fondly her partner she chides, 
AVho lingers so long from his grave. 

^ Oh, Maratan ! haste thee,' she cries, 
< Here the reign of oppression is o'er j 

The tyrant is robb'd of his prize. 
And Adila sorrows no more.' 

Now sinking amidst the dim ray, 
Her form seemis to fade on my view t 

! stay thee, my Adila, stay ! — 
She beckons— and I must pursue. 

To-morrow the white man, in vain. 
Shall proudly account me his slave : 

My shackles I plunge in the main. 

And rush to the realms of the brave !'** 

* It may not be in^iroper to remind the young i*ead- 
er, tliat the anguish of the unhappy negroes, on being 
se]mrated forever fram their country and dearest con* 
nexions, with the dreadful prospect of fK^rpetual slave- 
ry, frequently becomes so exquisite as to produce de? 
rangement of mind, and suicide. 
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SECTION VI. 



THE GOLDFINCHES. 



Aix in a j^ardcn, on a cuiTant bush. 

Two Goldiiiiches had built their aiiy scat ; 

In tlie next orchard liv*d a friendly thriisli. 
Nor distant fai*, a woodlark's soft retreat. 

HcrC) blest with ease, and in each other blest, 

With early songs they wakM the neighb'ringgit)ves ; 

Till time matur'd their joy, and crown'd their nest 
With infant pledges of tiieir faithful loves. 

An* now, what transport glow'd in cither's eye ! 

With equal fondness dealt th' allotted food ! 
What joy each other's likeness to ilescry. 

And future sonnets in the chirping brood ! 

But ah ! what eartldy happiness can last i 
H&w does the fairest purpose (rften fail ! 

A tettbnt school- boy '§ wantonness could blast 

Their fluttering hopes, and leave them both to wail. 

The most ungentle of his tribe was he ; 

No gen'rous precept ever touched his heart : 
Witli concord false, and Mdieous prosody, 

He scrawFd his task, and blundered o'er his part* 

On mischief bent^ he marked with rav'nous eyes. 
Where, wrapt in down, the csUlow songsters lay ; 

Then rushing, rudely seiiz'dtlie glitt'ring prize. 
And bore it in his impious hsMa^ away f 

^2 
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But how shall I describe, in numbers rude. 
The pangs for poor.Chrysomitris decreed. 

When, from her se-crct stand, aghast, she view*d 
The cruel spoiler perpetrate the deed ? 

** grief of griefs !'* with shrieking voice she cried, 
'< What sight is tliis that I liave livM to see ! 

! that I had in youth's fair season died, 
From all false joys, and bitter sorrows free. 

Was it for this, alas ! with weary bill. 

Was it for this I pois'd th* unwieldy straw ? 

For this I bore the moss from yonder hUl, 

Nor shunn'd the pond'rous slack along to draw ? 

Was it for this, I pick'd the wool with care. 
Intent with nicer skill our work to crown ; 

For this, with pain, I bent the stubborn hair. 
And lui'd our cradle with the thistle's down ? 

Was it for this my freedom I resign'd, 
And ceas'd to rove at large from plain to plain i 

For this I sat at home whole days confin'd. 
To bear the scorcliing heat, and pealing rain ? 

Was it for this my watchful eyes grow dim ? 

For this the roses on my check turn pale ? 
Pale is my golden plumage, once so trim ! 

And all my wonted mirth and spirits fail !" 

Thus sung the mournful bird her piteous tale :— « 
The piteous tale her mournful mate retuiu'ds 

Then side by side they sought tlie distant vale ; 
And there in secret sadness inly nMmrn'd. 

JAGO. 
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SECTION VIL 



THE IGNOBANCE OF MAN. 



Behold yon newborn infant gricv'd 
With hunger, thirst, and pain ; 

That asks to have the wants relievM, 
It knows not to complain. 

Aloud the spcecldcss suppliant cries. 

And utters, as it can. 
The woes that in its bosom rise. 

And speak its nature-— 4nan. 

That infant, wliose advancing hour 

Life's various sorrows try, 
(Sad proof of sin's transmissive pow'r !) 

That infant. Lord, am L 

A childhood yet my thoughts confcss,^ 
Thougli long in years mature ; 

Unknowing whence I feel distress. 
And where, or what, its cure* 

Author of good ! to thee I turn : 

Thy ever-wakeful eye 
Alone can all my wants discern ; 

Thy hand alone supply. 

6 let thy fear within me dwell ; 

Thy love my f(X)tsteps guiffe : 
That love shall vainer loves ej^pel ; 

That fear all fears beside. 



•»-> 
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And oh ! by error's force subdu'd^ 

Since oft my stubborn will 
Preposterous shim's the latctit good. 

And grasps the specious ill ; 

Not to ray wish^ but to my want5 

Do tliou thy gifts apply : 
UnaskM, what good thovi knowest grant ; 

What ill, tho' aak'd, deny. M£BBI€ac.^ 




TRtrST IN THE GpODHESS OF tiOD. 

Wht, O my soul, why thus deprest ? 

And whence this. ankioiis fear ? 
Let former favours fix fhy trust. 

And check the rising tear* 

When darkneas, and when sorrows rose. 

And press'd on ev'ry side. 
Did not the Lord sustain thy steps ? 

And was not Giod thy guide ? 

Afflietkm is a stormy deep. 

Where wave resounds to wave : 

Tho' o'er my liead the billows roll, 
I know the Lord can save. 

Perhaps, before the mommg dawnis. 

Hell reinstate my peace ; 
For He, who bade the tempest roar, 

Can bid the tempest cease. 
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In the dark watches of the night, 

Fll count his mercies o'er : 
I'll praise him for ten tlieusstnd past^ 

And humbly sue for more* 

Then, my soul, why thus deprest ? 

And whence this anxious fear 7 
Let former favours fix thy trust. 

And check the rising tear. 

Here will I rest> and build my hopes. 

Nor murmur at his rod| 
He's more than all the world to me^ 

My health, mf Wte, toy God* 




THE DTING CHBI8TIAN TO HIS SOUL* 

ViTAi. spark rf heav'nly flame ! 
Quitj oh quit this mortal frame : 
Trembling, hoping, ling'ring, flyings 
Oh the pain, the bliss of dying ! 

Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife, 

And let me kUiguish into liflew 

Hark! theywisper; angels say, 
^« Sister Spirit, come away."-^ 
What is this absorbs me quite ; 
^ Steals my senses, shuts my si^t, 

DroWns my spirits, draws my breath ? 

Tell me, my soul, can this be death i 



190 SfTfioouonoir» &c. fast il 

The wcnid recedes; it disajqpears ! 
HeaY'n opens on my eyes ! my ears 

With soumjs seraphic ring:— • 
Lend, lend your wings ! I mount ! I fly ! 
O Grave ! where is thy victory ? 
O Death I where is thy sting ? fqfx. 



SECTION X. 

FBAiss DUE To.^Gop^.FOB HIS YfojBmmafVii/yfpv^B*. 

Mt God ! all natuf e owns thy sway ; 
Thou giv'st the night, and thou the day! 
When all thy lov'd creation wakes. 
When morning, rich in lustre, breaks^ 
And bathes in dew the op'ning flow'r. 
To Thee we owe her fragrant hour ; 
And when she pours tier choral song^ 
Her melodies to thee belong ! 
Or when, in paler tints array'd. 
The evening slowly spreads her shade f 
That soothing shade, that gratefid gloom^ 
Can, more than day's enlivening bloom^ 
Still ev'ry fond and vain desire. 
And calmer, purer thoughts inspire, 
Fi^m eai^th the pensive spirit free. 
And lead the soften'd heart to thee. 

In ev'iy scene tliy hands have dress'd. 
In cv'ry form by tliee impressed. 
Upon the mountain's awful head. 
Or where the sheltering woods oi-e sipread ^ 
In eT'ry nste that swells the gale. 
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Or tuneful Rtream tbat cheers the vAe, 
The cavern's depth, or echoing grove, 
A voice is Jieard of praise, and love. 
As o'er tliy work the seasons V(Alf 
And soothe, with change of bliss^ the don}^ 
Oh never may their smiling train 
Pass o'er the human scene in vain ! 
But oft, as on the chann we gaze. 
Attune the wandering soid to praise ; 
And be the joys that most wc prize 
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CHAPTER VL 



PROMISCUOUS PIECES. 



SECTION I. 

GRATTTUDS TO THB SUFBKME BXINCU 

HOW cheerful along the gay mea^ 

The daisy and cowslip appear! 
The flocks, as they carelessly feed^ 

Rejoice in the spring of the year. 

The myrtles that shade the gay bow'rs^ 
The herbage that springs from the sod^ 

Trees, jdants^ cooling fruits, and sweet flow'r?^ 
All rise to the prsdse of my God. 

Shall man, the great master of all^ 

The only insensible prove ? 
Forbid it, fair Gratitude's call ! 

Forbid it. Devotion and Love ! 

The Lord, who such wonders could raise^ 

And still can destroy with a nod^ 
My lips shall incessantly praise ; 

My heart shall rc^ce in my Goi^. 
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ON EARLY RISING. 

How fodish they who lengthen nighty 
And slumber in the morning Ught ! 
How sweety at early morning's rise. 
To view the.glories of the skies, 
And mark with curious eyes the sun 
Prepare his radiant course to run ! 
Its fairest form then nature wears. 
And elad in brightest green appears. 
The spitghtly lark, with artless lay. 
Proclaims the entrance of the day. 
How sweet to breathe the gale's perfume, 
And feast the eyes with nature's bloom ! 
Along the dewy lawn to rove. 
And hear the music of the grove ! 
Nor you, ye delicate and fair. 
Neglect to taste the morning air ; 
This will your nerves with vigour brace, 
Improve and heighten ev'ry grace; 
Add to your breath a rich perfume ; 
And to your cheeks a fairer bloom : 
With lustre teach your eyes to glow : 
And health and cheerfulness bestow. 

ABHSTRONG. 



R 
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SECTION III. 



THE DR0WKIN6 FJCT. 



In yonder glass behold a drowning fly ! 

Its little feet, how vainly does it ply ! 

Poor helpless insect ! and will no one save 2 

Will no one snatch thee from the threatening grave? 

My finger's top shall prove a friendly shore*— 

Tliere, trembler, all thy dangers now are o*er. 

Wipe thy wet wings, and banisli all thy fear; 

Go, join thy numerous kindred in the air. 

Away it flies ; resumes its harmless play ; 

And lightly gambdls in the golden ray. 

Smile not, spectators, at tliis humble deed ; 
For you, perhaps, a nobler task's decreed : 
A young and sinking family to save i 
To raise the thoughtless fi*om destruction's wave ! 
To you, for help, the wretched lift their eyes : 
Oh ! hear, for pity's sake, their plaintive cries : 
Ere long, unless some guardian iiitei'pose. 
O'er their devoted heads, the flood may close. 



SECTION IV. 



TO A RED-BREAST. 



Little bird, with bosom red. 
Welcome to my humble shed ! 
Daily near my table steal, 
WM^ ' * ' my scanty me«l. 



t 
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Doubt not, little though there be^ 
But I'll cast a crumb to thee : 
Well rewarded, if I spy 
Pleasure in thy glancing eye ; 
See thee, when thou'st eat thy fill. 
Flume thy breast, and wipe thy bilL 
Come, my feathered friend, again ! 
WcU thou know^st the broken pane ; 
Ask of me thy daOy store ; 
Brer welcome to my door. 

LAKQHOBITB. 



SECTION V. 

TO A CHUJ) OF riTE TEABS OXD. 

Faibest flow'r, aD fiow'rs excelling. 
Which in Milton's page we see ; 

Flowers of Eve's imbowered dwelHng, 
Are, my fair one, types of thee. 

Mark, my Polly, how the roses 

Emulate thy damask cheek ; 
How the bud its sweet disclose s — ■ 



Buds thy op'niKg bloom bespeak* 

Lilies are by plain direction 

Emblems of a double kind ; 

Emblems of thy fair com]^exion, . 
£mblems of thy fairer mind. 
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But, dear girl, both flow'rs and beauty' 

Blossom, fade, and die away : 
^riien pursue good sense and duty, 

Evergreens, which ne'er decay ! 

coTToy. 



SECTION VI. 

ON INDUSTBY. 

Sow does the little busy bee 

Improve each shining hour ; 
And gather honey all the day, 

From er'ry opening flow'r ! 

How skilfully she builds her cell ! 

How neat she spreads the wax ( 
And labours hard to store it well. 

With the sweet food she makes. 

In works of labour, or of skill, 

I would be busy too ; 
For Satan finds some mischief still 

For idle hands to do. 

In books, or work, or healthful play. 

Let ray first years be past ; 
That I may give for ev'ry day 
* Some good account at last. 

WATTS. 
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SECTION vn. 



THE BOSB* 



How fsdr is fhe rose ! what a beautiful tLov9*rl 

In summer so fragrant and gay ! 
But the leaves are beginning to fade in an hour^ 

And they wither and die in a day. 

Tet the rose has one pow^rAil virtue to boasty 

Above all the flow'rs of the field : 
THievits leaves are all dead, and fine colours lostf 

Still how sweet a perfume it will yield ! 

So frail is the youth, and the beauty of man, 
Tho^ they bloom and look gay like the rose ; 

For all our fond care to preserve them is vain ; 
Time kills them as fast as he goes. 

Then Pll not be proud of my youth or my beauty^ 
Sinoe both of them wither and fade : 

But gain a good name by performing my duty j 
Tiiis will scent like a rose, when Vta dead. 

WAXT8. 



SECTION VIII. 

THE ANTS. 

Thbsb emmets, how litQe they are in our eye*! 
We tread them to dust, and a troop of them dies. 
Without our regard w concern : 



/ 
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Yet as wise as we are, if we went to their schooly 
There's many a sluggard, and many afod. 
Some lessons of wisdom might learn. 

They don't wear their time out in sleeping or play^ 
But gather, up eoi*n in a sun-shiny day. 

And for winter they lay up tlieii' stores : 
They manage their work in such regular fornis^ 
One would think they foresaw all the frosts and the 
storms ; 

And so brought their food within doors. 

But I have less sense than a poor creeping antf 
If I take not due care for the things I shall want. 

Nor provide against dangers in time. 
When death or old age shall stare in my face. 
What a wretch shall I be in the end of my days^ 

If I trifle away all their prime ! 

Now, now, while my strength and my youth ai^ in 

bloom. 
Let me think what will serve me when sickness shall 
come, 
And pray that my sins are forgiv'n : 
Let me read in good books, and believe and obey. 
That, when death turns me out of this cottage of clay, 
I may dwell in a palace in Heav'n* 

WATTS. 
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SECTION IX. 

» 

A MORNING HYMN. 

Mt God, \¥ho makes the sun to know 

His pi'oper hour to rise. 
Ami t^i give light to all below. 

Does send him round the skies. 

Wlien from the chambers of tlie cast 

His morning race begins. 
He never tires, nor stops to rest ; ^ 

But round the world he shines. 

So like the sun would I fulfil 

The business of the day ; 
Begin my work by times, and still 

March on my heav'nly way. 

Give me, O Lord, thy early grace. 

Nor let my soul complain. 
That the young morning of my days 

Has all been spent in vain. watts. 



SECTION X. 

AN EVENING HTMN. 



And now another day is gone, 
I'll sing my Maker's praise : 

My comforts ev'ry hour make known^ 
His providence and grace. 



But how mj chihUiood runs to waste ! 

My siiiS5 how great their sum ! 
Lord ! give ii^e pardon for the past^ 

And stren^ fi»* days to corner 

I lay my body down to riecp ; 

Let angels guard tny head^ 
And thro' the hours of darkness keep 

Their watch arouiid my bed* 

With cheerful heart I close my eyes. 

Since God will not remove f 
And in the morning let me rise. 

Rejoicing in bis lore. watts«^ 



SECTION XL 



THB HAPPY CHOICE. 



Beset with snares on eVry hand. 
In life's uncertain path I stand: 
Father Divine ! diffuse thy light. 
To guard my doubtful footsteps right. 

Engage this fraU and wav'ring hearty 
Wisely to choose tlie better part f 
Ta scorn the trifles of a day. 
For joys that never fade away. 

Then let the wildest storms arise ; 
Let tempest mingle earth and skies ; 
No fatal shipwreck shall I fear ; 

Bi]$ all my treasures with me bear^ 

■. .. '^ 
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If thouy my father ! still art nigh^ 
Cheerful I live, and peaceful Aie, 
Secure when mortal comforts flee^ 
To find ten thousand worlds in thee. 



SECTION xn. 

THE FALL OF THE LEAF. 

See the leaves around us falling. 
Dry and withered to the ground: 

Thus to tlioughtless mortals callings 
In a sad and solemn sound : 

^^^ Sons of Adam, (once in Eden, 
When like us he bHghted fell,) 

Hear the lecture we are reading, 
'Tis, alas ! the truth we tell. 

Virgins, much, too much presuming 
On your boasted white and red; 

View us late in beauty blooming. 
Numbered now among the dead. 

Youths, tho' yet no losses grieve you. 
Gay in health, and many a grace; 

Let not cloudless skies deceive you 5 
Summer gives to autumn place. 

Teariy in our course returning. 
Messengers of shortest stay ; 

Thus we pi*each this truth coneemihgt 
Heav'n and earth shall pass away. . 
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On tbe tree of life etemaly 

Man, let all thy hopes be staid; 
"Wliich alone, for ever vernal. 

Bears a leaf that shall not fade/' 

DH. HOBinS. 



SECTION xm. 

THE CHBI8TUJ9 BACE 

Awake my soul, stretch ev'ry nerr^f 

And press with rigour on : 
A heav'nly race demands thy zeal^ 

And an immortal crown* 

A cloud of witnesses around. 

Hold thee in full survey : 
Forget the steps already trodf 

And onward urge the wf^. 

^Tis God's all animating voice» 

That calls thee from on high : 
^s his own hand presents the {Hize 

To thine aspiiing eye ; 

That piize with peerless glories bright 

Which shall new lustre boast, 
IVhcn victoi's' wreaths, and monarebs' gems^ 

Shall blend in common dust. 

My soul with sacred ai*dour fu^'d. 

The glorious prize pursue ; 
And meet with joy the liigh conunand. 

To bid-tlus earth 4dicu.' dodbhiiige. 
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SECTION XIV. 

THS DinirE BEIlfO KNOWS A.VB SEES ETEBT THUfO. 

Lord tliou bafit searched and seen me tbro' ; 
Thine eye belKjds, with piercing view. 
My rising and my resting hours. 
My heart and flesh, with ail their pow'rs. 

My thoughts, before they are my own, 
Ai'e to my God distinctly known ; 
He knows the words I mean to speak. 
Ere fi*om my opening lips they bi*eak. 

Within thy circling pow'r I stand ; 
On ev'ry side I find thy iiand : 
Awake, asleep, at home, abitrnd, 
I am surrounded still with God. 

Amazing knowledge, vast and great ! 
What large extent ! what lofty height ! 
Mj' soul, witli all the powers I boast. 
Is in the boundless pix)spcet lost. 

may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Wherever I rove, where'er I I'est ! 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is theiT. 

Could I so fidsc, so faitldess prove. 
To quit thy service and thy love. 
Where, JJonU could I thy pr^encc shun. 
Or from thy dreadful glory run ? 
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If up to hcav'n I take my Bight, 
'Tis there tbou dwell^st mthronM in light ; 
Or dive to helli there vengeance reigns. 
And Satan groans beneath thy chains. 

If mounted on a morning ray, 
I fly beyond the western sea ; 
Thy swifter hand would finst arrive^ 
And there arrest thy fugitive. 

Or should I try to shun thy sight 
Beneath the spreading veil of night ; 
One glance of thine, one piercing ray. 
Would kindle darkness into day. 

Oh ! may these thoughts possess my breast. 
Where'er I i-ove, where'er I rest 5 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is tliere. 

WATTS. 



SECTION XV. 



THE HAPPY END. 



When ltfe*s tempestuous storms arc o'er. 
How calm he meets the friendly shore, 

Who liv'd averse to sin ! 
Such peace on virtue's path attends. 
That, where the sinner's pleasure ends. 

The good man's joys begin. 

Sec smiling patience smootli his bi-ow ' 
Sec the kind angels waiting now. 
To lift his soul on high ! 
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While eager for the blest abode, 
He joins with them to praise the Gody 
Who taught him how to die. ' 

The horrors of the grave and hell. 
Those sorrows which the wicked feel, 

In Tain their gloom display ; 
For he who bids yon comet burn. 
Or makes the night descend, can turn 

Their darkness into day. 

No sorrow drowns his lifted eyes ; 
No horror wi*ests tlie struggling sighs, 

As from the sinner's breast ; 
His God, the God of peace and love. 
Pours sweetest comforts from above. 

And soothes his heart to rest ! 



SECTION XVI. 

THE da:e?gers and snares of life. 

Awake my soul ! lift up tiling eyes ; 
See where thy foes against thee rise. 
In long array, a num'rous host! 
Awake, my soul, or thou art lost 

Here giant danger threatning stands 
Musfring his pale terrific bands; 
There pleasure's silken banners spread, 
And willing souls are captive led. 

S 



i 



See where rebellious passions rage^ 
And fierc* desires and lusts engage ; 
The meanest foe of all the train 
Has thousands and ten thousands slain. 

Thou tread'st upon enchanted ground ; 
Perils and snares beset thee round: ^ 
Beware of all, guard ey'ry part^ 
But most, the traitor in thy heart 

r 

I 

Come then, my soul, now learn to wield 
The weight of thine immortal shield; 
Put on the armour from above 
Of heavenly truth and heavenly love. 

The terror and the charm repel. 
And pow'rs of earth, and pow'rs of hell : 
The Man of Calvary triumph'd here ^ 
Why should his f£dthful followers fear ? 

BARBAVUl. 



SECTION XVII. 

EPITAPH ON A POOR AND VIBTUOUS MAN. 

n 

Stop reader, here, and deign to look 

On one without a name ; 
Ne'er entered in the ample book " 

Of fortune, or of &me. 

Studious of peace, he hated strife $ 

Meek virtues fillM his breast; 

His coat of ai*9is, <* a spotless life f* 
*^ An honest heart;i" bis crest* 
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Quartered therewith was innocence ; 

And thus his motto ran : 
*^ A conscience void of all offence 

Before both Grod and man.'' 

In tlie great day of wrath^ tfao* pride 

Now scorns his pedigree. 
Thousands shall wish they'd been allied 

To this great family. 



SECTION xvni. 

XOYS nSO ElCEBflEfl. 

When Christ amcHig the scms cf inei|» 
In humble form was found. 

With cruel slanders false and vainf 
He was enecmipa^s'd round. 

The woes of mert Ms pity mov'd ; 

Their peace he still pursued ; 
They rendered hatred for his lore. 

And evil for his good. 

Their mdiee rag'd without a cause, 
Tet, with his dying breath. 

He pray*d for murderers bii his cross. 
And bless'd his foes in death. 

From the rich fountain of his love, * 
What streams rf mercy flow ! 

« Father, forgive them,*' Jcjsus criesi 
<* Tiiej Ji^now not what tticy A^;' 
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Let not this bright example shine 

In vain before our eyes ! 
Give lis, givat God, a soul like his 

To love our enemies. - WArfs. 



SECTION XIX. 

ALL KATTEB ATTESTS THE CHEAT CBEATOB. 

Hast thou beheld the glorious sun, 
Thi'ough all the sky his circuit run^ 
At rising morn, at closing day. 
And when he beam'd his noontide ray 2 

Say, did'st thou e'er attentive view 
Tiie evening cloud, or morning dew ? 
Or, after rain, the watery bow 
Rise in the east a beauteous sliow ? 

When darkness had o'erspread the skies^ 
Hast tliou e*er seen tlie mocm aiise ; 
And with a mild and placid light, 
Shod lustre o'er the face of night ? 

Hast thou e*er wander^ o'er the plain, 
And vjcw'd the fields and waving grain j 
The fiow'ry mead, the leafy grove. 
Where all is melody and love ? 

Hast tliou e'er tvoA the sandy shore. 
And heard the restless ocean roar, 
Wlien ronn'd bv some tremendous storm. 
Its billows 1*011 in dreadful foYiu. 
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Hast thou beheld the lightning streamy 
Thro' nigiit's dark gloom \^ith sudden gleam ; 
Wiiile the bellowing thunder*s sound, 
Boli'd rattling through the heavens profound? 

Hast thou e'er felt the eutting gale. 
The sleety show'r, the biting hail ; 
Beheld bright snow o'erspi-ead the plains j 
The water, bound in icy chains ? 

Hast thou the various beings seen. 
That sport along the valley green; 
That sweetly warble on the spray. 
Or wanton in the sunny ray : 

That shoot along the briny deep, 
Or under ground their dwellings keep; * 
That thro' the gloomy forest range. 
Or frightful wilds and deserts strange 7 

Hast thou the wond'rous scenes surrey'd. 
That all around thee are displayed ? 
And hast thou never raised thine eyes 
To HIM who caused these scenes to rise ? 

'Twas GOD who formed the eoncave sky. 
And all the shining orbs on high f 
Who gave the various beings birth. 
That people all the spacioua earth. 

'Tis he that bids the tempest rise. 
And rolls the thunder through the skies^ 
His voice the elements. obey : 
Thro' all the earth extends his sway^ 

8^ 
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goodness all his creatures share 
But man is his peculiar carc«— - 
Tiicn, while all proclaim his praise. 
Let man his voice the loudest raise. 



SECTION XX. 

A KJITD AND G£NT1.£ TEMPER OF GKEAT IMPOR- 
TANCE TO THB HAPPINESS OF LIFE * 

Since trifles make the sum of Imman tilings^ 
And half our mis'ry fitun our foibles springs ^ 
Since Hfc*s best joys consist in peace and ease. 
And fi'W can save, or serve, but all can please ^ 
Oh ! let th' ungende spirit learn fnmi henee^ 
A small unkindness is a great offence. 
Large bounties to bestow, we wish in vain ; 
But all may shun the guilt of giving pain. 
To bl(\s8 mankind witli tides of flowing w^ealth^ 
With pow'r to grace them or to cn)wn witli healthy 
Our little lot denies ; but Heav'n decrees 
To all the gift of ministering to case, 
Tju5 gentle ofiiees of patient love. 
Beyond all flattery, and all price above ; 
Tlie mild-forbearance of another's fault ; j 

The taunting word suppressed as soon as tliouglit. 
On these Ueav'n bade the sweets of life depend; 
And crushM ill fortune when it made a friend. 

A solitary b]( ssing few can And ; 
Our joys with those we love are intertwined : 
And he whose wake.fid tenderness removes 
Th' ob0tnieting tbona which wounds the friend be loves. 
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Smooths not another's rugged path alone^ 

But scatters roses to adorn his o^n. 

Small slights, contempt, ne^ect, unmix'd with hate^ 

Make up in number what they want in weight : 

These and a thous£Uid griefis, minute as these. 

Corrode our comfort and destix)y our peace, more. 



SECTION XXL 



SIMPLICITT. 



HAn., artless Simplicity, beautiful maid. 

In the genuine attractions of nature arrayed : 

Let the rich and the proud, imd the gay and the vain, 

Still laugh at the graces that move in thy train. 

No charm in thy modest allurements they find ^ 
The pleasures they follow a sting leave behind. ' 
Can criminal passions enrapture the breast. 
Like virtue, with peace and serenity blest ? 

would you Simplicity's precepts attend. 
Like us with delight at her idtar you'd bend ; 
The pleasures she yields would with ,joy be embrac'd ; 
You'd practise from virtue, and love them from taste. 

The linnet enchants us the bushes among, 
Tho' cheap the musician, yeA sweet is jjie song 5 
We catch the soft warbling in air as it floats. 
And Willi .ecirtacy hang on the ravishing notes. 
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Our water is drawn from the clearest of springs^ 
And our food, nor disease nor satiety brings ; . 
Our mornings are cheerful, our labours are blest^ 
Our evenings are pleasant, our nights crown'd with 

rest. 

From our culture yon garden its ornaments finds ; 
And we catch at the hint for improving our minds : 
To live to some purpose we constantly trj ; 
And we mai^ by our actions the days as they fly« 

Since such are the joys that Simplicity yields, 
Vfe may well be content with oui* woods and our fields : 
How useless to us tlien ye great were yQur wealthy 
When without it we purchase both pleasure and health 1 

MORE. 
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SECTION XXII. 

THS FASMSIt, THE SPANISJL, AIH) TBS CAT. 

As at his board a farmer sate. 
Replenished by his lM>iftely treat. 
His fav'rite Spaniel near him stood. 
And with his master shared the food ; 
The crackling bones his jaws devoured. 
His lapping tongue the trenchers scoured^ 
*Till, sated noWj supine he lay. 
And snored the rising fumes away. 

The hungry Cat in turn drew near, 
And humbly craved a servant's share. 
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Her modest wortli tlie master knew5 
And straight the fatt'ning morsel threw. 
Enrag'd the snarling cur awoke. 
And thus with spiteful envy spoke : 
^ Tliey only claim a right to eat. 
Who earn by services their meat ; 
Me, zeal and industry inflame. 
To scour the fields, and spring the game ; 
6r, plunged in the wint'ry wave. 
For man the wounded bird to save. 
With watchful diligence I keep 
From prowling wolves his fleecy sheep } 
At home his midnight hours secure. 
And drive the robber frmn the door. 
For this his breast with kindness glowsy 
For this his hand the food bestows, 
And shall thy indolence impart 
A warmer friendship to his hearty 
That tiius he robs me of my due. 
To pamper such vile things as you ?*' 

<< I own," with meekness, Fuss replied^ 
^« Superior merit on your side ; 
Nor does my breast i^ith envy swelU 
To find it recompense so well ; 
Tet I, in what my iiature can. 
Contribute to the geod of man. 
Wiiose daws destroy the pilf 'ring mouse I 
Who drives the verinin from the lioose ? 
Or, watchful for the laboring swain. 
From lurking rats secure the grain J 
From lience if he rewards bestow. 
Why should your heart with gall overflow ? 



Why i>ine my happiness to sce^ 

Since there's enough for you and me ?" 

<< Thy words are just,** the farmer cried^ 
And spum'd the snarler from his »de. oat. 



SECTION xxin. 

TH& WHBAT XtTb THS WESIMI. 

TwAs in a pleasant month of sprii^^ 
When flowrets Moom and warblers ong; 
A field of wheat bega& to rise. 
The fiirmer's impe, his country^ priofl^ 
When lo ! amid the opening ears^ 
A various crop of weeds appears. 
The poppy, soldier-like arrayMy 
Its flimsy seariet flow'rs display^jd. 
Some, like the lofty Ay 9 were blue^ 
And some were tii^d with golden hue ^ 
But ev'ry where iJie wheat was seen. 
Clad in tlie robe of modest green. 
It chane'd three youths, in city bred. 
That knew to eat— rnot raise their bread ; 
For pleasure's sake had rambled there. 
To see the sun and breathe fresh air. 
Of herbs and grain they little knew 
What Linnseus wrote, or Sinclair grew : 
But each, as o'er the fields they gaz'd. 
What fancy led to, pluck'd and juraifi'd. 
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<< Sec," said the first, « this flow'r so rod, 
Tiiat gently bo^vs its blushing head : 
Can the whole field a plant display^ 
So rich, so noble, and so gay ? 

<* Yes," said the next, <<the flower I show 
With star-like rays, and sky-like blue. 
So much does your dull plant outshine^ 
That the best choice is suit'ly mine/' 

<' S^p," said the third, <' the flow'r I hold. 
With clustered leaves of bumish'd gold, 
Than yours, or iiis, is richer drest : 
The choice Fve made, is doubtless best.'' 
In this, however, each agreed, 
Tliat notiung could his own exceed ; 
And that the rising blades of green. 
Did not deserve to grow between. 

A farmer chane'd behind the gate 
To overhear the youths debate ; 
Knowing from ign'rance error springs. 
He strove to teach them better things. 

•« My lads," he said, <^now understand. 
These are but weeds that spoil our land f 
But the green blades you trample down. 
Are wheat, man's food, and nature's crown. 
With art and pains the crop is sown ^ 
And thus your, daily bread is grown. 
Alas ! your judgment was not right. 
Because you judged from outward sight." 
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SECTION XXIV. 

CAEE Aim GENEROSITT. 

Old Carc^ with industry and art. 
At length so well had play'd his par(^ 
He heap'd up such an ample store. 
That av'rice could not sigh for more : 
Ten thousand fioeks his shepherd tcddj 
His coffers overflowed with gold ; 
The land all round him was his own. 
With torn his crowded gran'ries groan. 
In short, so vast his charge and gain. 
That to possess them was a pain : 
With happiness oppressed he lies. 
And much too pinident to be wise. 
Near him there liv'd a beauteous maid. 
With all tlie charms of youth arrayM ; 
Good, amiable, sincere and free j 
Her name was Generosity. 
'Twas hers the largess to bestow 
On ricli and poor, on friend and foe. 
Her doors to all were open'd wide : 
The pilgrim there miglit safe abide : 
For th' hungry and the thirsty crew. 
The bread she broke, the drink she drew 
There sickness laid her aching head. 
And there distress could find a bed. 
Each hour, with an all-bounteous hand. 
Diffused tlic blessing round the land : 
Her gifts and glory lasted long. 
And num'ix)us was th* accepting throng. 
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At length pale penury seiz'dShe dame^ 
And fortune fled, and ruin came. 
She found her riches at an end. 
And that she had not made (me Mend* 
All blanft'd her for not giving more. 
Nor thought on what she'd done before* 
She wept, she rav'd, she tore her hair : 
When lo ! to comfort her, came Care ; - 
And cried, << My dear, if you will join 
Tour hand in nuptial bonds with mine^ 
All will be well — ^you will have store. 
And I be plagu'd with wealth.no more. 
Tho' I restrain your bounteous heart, 
You still shall act the generous parf — > 
The bridal came, great was the feast, 
And good the pudding and the priest. 
The bride in nine moons brought him tosHk 
A little maid of niatcldess worth : 
Her face was mix'd of care and glee ; 
And she was nam'd E^nomy. 
They styPd her fair Discretion's que^> 
The mistress of the golden mean* 
Now Generosity confin'd. 
Perfectly easy in her mind. 
Still loVts to give, yet knows to spare^ 
Nor wishes to be free from Care. 

SMAETf 
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SECTieN XXV. 



' rratE SWALLOWS. 

£re yeDow autumn from our plains retir'd^ 
And gave to wint'ry storms the varied year. 

The swallow race, with foresight clear inspir'dj 
To southern climes prepared their course to steer. 

On Damon's roof a grave assembly sate ; 
His roofy a refuge to the feather'd liind : 
i^_? . Witli serious look he markM the nice debate. 
And to his Delia thus addressM his mind : 
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*' Observe yon twit'ring flock, my gentle maid ; 
^ Observe and read the wond'rous ways of Heav'n ! 
With us thro? summer's genial reign they stayed. 
And food and lodging to their wants were giv'n. 

But now, thre' sacred prescience, well they know 
The near appi'oach of elemental strife ; 

The blustry tempest and the chilly snow. 
With ev'ry want and scourge of tender lifeu 

Thus taught, they meditate a speedy flight ; 

For this, e'en now they prune their vigorous wing j 
For this consult, advise, prepare, excite ; 

And prove their strength in many an airy ring. j 

They feel a pow'r, an impulse all divine ! 

That warns them hence ; they feel it and obey ; ■ 
To this direction all their can^s resign. 

Unknown their destined stage^ unmarkM their way. 



An^does no pow'r its friend|paid dutpeiusey 
Nor give us tidings of some hafipier dime ? 

Find we no guide in gracious Providence, 
Beyond the stroke of deaths the .yerge of time 2 

Tes, yes, the sacred oracles we hear. 

That point tjie path to realms oi endless day ; 

That bid our hearts nor death/ nor anguish fkar: 
This, future transports ; that^ to life the way. 

Then let us timely foi* our ffight prepare^ 

And form the soul for her divine abode ! - 

Obey the call and trust the leader's care. 
To bring us safe thro^ virtue^s filth to God^ 

Let no fond love for eart^ exact a sigh ; 

No doubts divert our steady st^ps aside ; 
Nor let «s long to live, nor dread to die : '^■ 

Heav'n is our hope^ and Frovideiwe omrgfede/' 
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